
By KYLE CLAYTON
Sentinel writer

The Thomas Bay Power Authority
(TBPA) Commission terminated TBPA
General Manager Michael Nicholls’ con-
tract with three months of severance pay
after months of lack of communication
from him to the commission. 

TBPA, the organization responsible
for operation and maintenance of the Tyee
Hydroelectric Plant that provides power
to Petersburg and Wrangell, is undergoing
negotiations to transfer its operations to
Southeast Alaska Power Agency
(SEAPA). 

Commission members hadn’t been
receiving financial information or other
documentation that would facilitate the
transfer of the operations and mainte-
nance contract from TBPA to SEAPA. 

In an attempt to move the transfer for-
ward, SEAPA CEO Trey Acteson request-
ed necessary documents from the TBPA
office last month to no avail.

“Essentially I’ve had no support from

the Thomas Bay Power Authority office
for that,” Acteson said during a commis-
sion meeting in late June. “I’ve requested
them (documents) in writing. It is includ-
ed in the O&M  (operations and mainte-
nance) contract that we’re supposed to
have access to those documents. I stopped
by the office personally earlier this week

and was told by the manager (Nicholls)
that I’d have to have a court order to get
those documents.”

The commission voted to place
Nicholls and TBPA office administrator
Rhonda Christian on administrative leave
on June 27. 

That same day, Nicholls laid off

Christian. She is now receiving severance
pay. 

TBPA Commissioner Joe Nelson said
foreman Steve Beers is managing the day-
to-day office work.

“He’s being supported by the commis-
sion, SEAPA and Wrangell Borough
Manager Jeff Jabusch,” Nelson said. 

Wrangell, Alaska
July 17, 2014

Volume 112, Number 29            Oldest Continuously Published Newspaper in Alaska 12 Pages

Erica Smith crowned Queen
The 2014 Royalty Court pose after coronation held July 3. (From left) Princesses Kira Torvend and Robyn Booker,
Queen Erica Smith, Princesses Delila Wigg and Cassie Schilling-Shilts. The Queen and Princesses sold a  combined
108,701 raffle tickets this year.
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By KYLE CLAYTON
Sentinel writer

Incoming Wrangell School District Superintendent
Patrick Mayer is busy meeting residents and preparing for

his first school year when State mandated education stan-
dards will change the curriculum and teacher evaluations. 

“A big part of my job is getting to know the people in
the community,” Mayer said. “There’s a lot of things to do

always, but in particular our focus is going to be transi-
tioning to Alaska’s new standards in language arts and
math and to implement a new teacher evaluation system.”

It’s a big task that requires a collaborative effort,
Mayer said.

“Those are two pretty tall orders,” Mayer said. “We’ll
probably spend the entire year working on that.”

Mayer said the curriculum changes are more rigorous
than the current standards and advance students about one
grade level. 

“That’s just an estimate, but I believe that to be true
having looked at them (curriculum standards),” Mayer
said. “Many of the standards that were in place for second
grade, now you see those in first grade.”

District staff will also develop teacher evaluation
models based on other models around the state. The mod-
els are based partially on student achievement that Alaska
must conform to since it was granted a waiver from the
No Child Left Behind Act –a federal mandate that includ-
ed standards-based education evaluations.  

Mayer arrived in Wrangell June 25 and spent the last
five years working as a principal in Delta Junction,
Alaska. 

New superintendent meets community, prepares for school year

Thomas Bay Power Authority
Commission terminates general manager 

Michael Nicholls

By KYLE CLAYTON
Sentinel writer

The Wrangell Assembly approved bids for two pro-
jects at a special meeting last week.

The assembly will use Commercial Passenger
Vessel excise tax funds to purchase $22,340 worth of
new park benches and waste receptacles that will be
installed in town. 

“We’re are going to put them in the downtown
area, mainly along Front Street, to match the theme of
our older-style light poles,” said City and Borough of

Wrangell Manager Jeff Jabusch.
Graber Manufacturing out of Waunakee, Wis. bid

the lowest, and the borough will receive the equipment
from them within the next three months.  

In the same meeting, the assembly awarded a bid to
the Petersburg construction company Rock N Road to
begin concrete work on the next phase of the Wrangell
Marine Service Center project.

The $617,350 bid award comes from Department
of Commerce Community Economic Development
grant funding. 

Assembly to spruce up downtown and
advance marine service project
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Friday, July 25
Read With A Ranger: 10:30 a.m. Public Library. BearFest. Join Smokey Bear for books about
his favorite 
animal.
Nemo Potluck & Campfire: 6 p.m. Nemo Host and Information Site. Potluck Only. No
Campfire Program. Enjoy the BearFest Activities. Don’t forget to dress for the weather.
Questions? Call Corree at 874-7550.

Sunday, July 27
Pioneers of Alaska Family Potluck Picnic: 2 p.m. Shoemaker. Women’s Igloo #15 and Men’s
Igloo #21. 
Camp Lorraine: Registration & Scholarship forms available at Bear Basics. Camp is August 3-
10. 
Is the attendance at your meeting or event low?  Call Rachel at the Sentinel to have it placed
here.

PARKS & REC ACTIVITIES: Lap Swim: M, W, F 6:00-7:30 a.m. & 5:00-6:00 p.m., M-F
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., S 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.; Arthritis Foundation Exercise Class: at the Pool:
M, W, F, 9:00-10:00 a.m.; Water Aerobics: M, W, F 10:00-11:00 a.m.; Family Swim: F  6:00-
7:00 p.m.; General Swim: M & W 6:00-7:00 p.m., F 7:00-8:00 p.m., S 1:00-2:00 p.m.; Weight
Room: M-TH 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-7:30 p.m., F 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-8:30 p.m., S
10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Extra 2 Lane Lap Swim: M-F 10:00-11:00 a.m.
OTHER MEETINGS/ACTIVITIES/EVENTS: 
AA Meetings: Step Study, Mon 8 p.m., No Shows Tu. 7 p.m., Wed. 6 p.m., Toss Off Th. 8 p.m.,
Smoked Fish F 8 p.m.,  at the Episcopal Church Parish Hall, Study Materials provided. Wed.
Meeting & Meal 12 p.m. at the Catholic Parish Hall, use back entrance. Thursday 3 p.m. Public
Library, Back Conference Room- Call 470-4490 for more info.
Bridge Social: F, 1 p.m. at the Island of Faith Lutheran Church 874-3440, 874-3507.
Salvation Army Activities: Troops T 3:30 p.m., Girl Guards F 3:30 p.m., Home League Sa 12:30
p.m. 874-3753.

In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

July 23, 1914: A wire was received in Wrangell yesterday
from I.G. Galvin, who it will be remembered went outside
some time ago with considerable gold for the purpose of get-
ting a Keystone Drill to prospect the various claims under his
management to better advantage, that he would be in
Wrangell about the first part of August and to make arrange-
ments for a river boat to be ready to take some five tons
straight to Telegraph. This means another big jump forward
for the Dease Lake country, the time has come when capital
is needed to bring the country out and men like Mr. Galvin
are needed to make this country a success in the mining
world. 

July 28, 1939: The Public Roads Administration of the
Federal Works Agency, the new title of the former Bureau of
Public Roads, since the recent reorganization of the federal
bureaus, will open bids on August 19 at Juneau for the resur-
facing of Wrangell Highway, Wrangell-Shoemaker Bay sec-
tion. “The work will consist of placing approximately eight
thousand cubic yards of crushed gravel on the present road
and on the start of the new road, and also on the spur road
leading to the city float on the inner harbor,” A.H. Cohn,
PRA engineer in charge, said today. Surfacing operations,
Mr. Cohn believes, should start about the middle of
September. “The fine cooperation of the public, so far, during
construction operations, especially at the rock bluffs, has
been greatly appreciated,” Mr. Cohn said.

July 24, 1964: Ed Bradley, Neil Grant and Lloyd Benjamin
and their wives were in Ketchikan last weekend where the
men attended an Interstate Commerce Commission hearing
concerning freight. The hearings were on the Alaska
Forwarding Company’s application for an Interstate
Commerce Commission permit to operate as a freight for-
warder, consolidating less than carload lots for shipment to
Alaska points. With a temporary permit, the firm has been
operating in Ketchikan, Anchorage, Chicago and Seattle
since April 17. Testimony from witnesses for the applicant,
among whom were Bradley, Neil and Benjamin, pointed to
the need for a second freight service, in addition to Alaska
Steamship Co., the need for “one billing, door to door service
and the freight savings effected through the Ketchikan firm.”

July 27, 1989: “A new building, virtually new staff and new
ideas.” Those are all hallmarks of the Wrangell Council on
Alcoholism and Drug-Related Dependencies these days,
according to its new director. Dale V. Campbell moved to
town in June to take over the helm of the council. Since that
time, he has been busy coordinating the move of the council’s
headquarters. From the new building on Zimovia Highway
next to White’s Apartments, Campbell and his staff will be
offering the same counseling services as before, as well as
expanding services to provide even better programs for the
community. Joining Campbell is Teddy Overbo as officer
manager and John Silver of Spokane, Wash., as counselor.
Campbell, an Ohio native, has lived in South Dakota, North
Dakota, Florida and Utah. Drawing him to Alaska were edu-
cational opportunities as he seeks his doctorate in anthropol-
ogy as well as the challenge of contributing to Wrangell’s
existing alcohol counseling programs. One of Campbell’s
goals in Wrangell will be to maintain and increase services to
youth. Previously, he set up the drug awareness program with
the Granite School District in Salt Lake City, Utah, and
worked with inter-city agencies to develop programs for
youth. That experience will help out in Wrangell, where
Campbell said he hopes to join in the blossoming effort to
give youths drug and alcohol free alternatives. 

The Way We Were

Continuing Events

Birthdays & Anniversaries
The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce
Community Scholarship Birthday Calendar.
July 17: Lucille Massin, Anniversary: Bob and Alysse Maxand, July 18: Elizabeth Kissinger,
Bethany Comstock, Dawn Robinson, August Paulsen, Anniversary: Scott and Carrie Mason, July 19:
Dorianne Blatchley, Tony Harding, Dane Richard, Mike Ottesen, Sr., Tom Sims, Shelley Versteeg,
Anniversary: Ben and Rhea Bowman, July 20: Bill Haines, Roland Larsen, Sasha Fennimore, Erin
Galla, July 21: Terry Coblentz, Liz Rooney, Honey Kalkins, Jeff Neyman, July 22: Matt Scott,
James Castle, Paul Smith, Butch Wenderoth, Jim Haley, Anniversary: Kevin and Charley Young, July
23: Jennifer Taylor, Fred Wigg, Jr., Marni Privett, Anniversary: Jim and Betty Abbott, July 24: David
Smith, Nettie Covalt, Mike Stewart, Anniversary: David and Sabrina Smith, Allen and Carolyn
Taylor
If you would like to add a birthday or anniversary at no charge please call the Sentinel at 874-2301.
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July 17 - July 24
High Tides                     Low Tides

AM PM AM PM
Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft

Departures
Northbound Southbound
Thursday, July 17
Taku 6:45 p.m.
Saturday, July 19
Matanuska 8:15 p.m.
Sunday, July 20
Columbia 3:30 p.m.
Monday, July 21
Taku 6:00 a.m.
Wednesday, July 23
Matanuska 6:00 a.m.
Thursday, July 24
Taku 9:00 p.m.

Friday, July 18
Matanuska 7:45 a.m.
Saturday, July 19
Taku 9:30 p.m.
Monday, July 21
Matanuska 3:45 p.m.
Wednesday, July 23
Columbia 3:45 a.m.
Taku 12:30 p.m.
Friday, July 25
Matanuska 7:45 a.m.

Arrival times may vary. Call 874-2021 for verification 
or call 874-3711 for recorded information.

Wrangell
Weather

The precipitation totals are 
unavailable to the 

Sentinel at this time.

Friday, July 18: Chinese fruited pork, rice, baked zucchini,
sukiyaki salad
Monday, July 21: Pork stew, pea and onion salad, hot roll
Tuesday, July 22: Baked chicken, scalloped potatoes, mixed
veggies, broccoli and cauliflower toss
Wednesday, July 23: Mexican lasagna, steamed zucchini,
tossed salad with tomato
Thursday, July 24: Liver and onions, stewed tomatoes,
pasta salad
Friday, July 25: Alaskan casserole, brussels sprouts, wheat
roll, citrus salad

Senior Center Menu

Please call Wrangell Senior Center 
at 874-2066 by 10 a.m. for reservations.

Milk, tea and coffee will be served with meals.

Date  _              Hi      Lo       
July 6 66 55
July 7 66 55
July 8 57 53
July 9 57 53
July 10 64 51
July 11 68 51
July 12 75 53

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events

July 17 5:03 15.9 5:46 16.6 11:05 -0.8 11:49 0.9
July 18 6:01 14.2 6:39 15.9 11:57 0.8 ------ ------
July 19 7:08 12.7 7:40 15.3 0:55 1.4 12:55 2.3
July 20 8:27 11.8 8:45 14.9 2:07 1.6 2:02 3.5
July 21 9:48 11.6 9:51 14.9 3:21 1.4 3:15 4.2
July 22 10:59 12.1 10:50 15.1 4:26 0.8 4:23 4.2
July 23 11:55 12.7 11:40 15.5 5:21 0.2 5:20 3.9
July 24 ------ ------ 12:40 13.4 6:06 -0.4 6:07 3.5



By KYLE CLAYTON
Sentinel writer

PETERSBURG – A grand
jury indicted Christafur Morrell,

19, for two out of the three
charges Petersburg Police filed
against him related to heroin dis-
tribution last week. 

Police seized around $75,000
worth of heroin last Thursday
after arresting Morrell, of Des
Moines, Wash., on multiple
felony charges.

The grand jury indicted
Morrell with Possession of

Heroin with Intent to Distribute
and Possession of Heroin. The
prosecuting attorney dropped the
third charge: Maintaining a
Dwelling Used for Distribution
of a Controlled Substance. 

Police Chief Kelly Swihart
said Morrell had likely been in
town for a few weeks prior to his
arrest and said he arrived in
Petersburg on a commercial

plane. 
Police made first contact with

Morrell at the Scandia House.
Morrell has no confirmed ties

to Petersburg, police said. 
The distribution charge is a

Class A felony and carries up to
20 years in prison. The posses-
sion charge is a Class C felony
that carries up to five years in
prison. 
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Monday, July 7
Noise Complaint.
Citizen Assist.
Disorderly Conduct.
Citizen Assist.

Tuesday, July 8
Parking Complaint.
Police arrested Corey

Torgramsen, 49, on charges of
Violating Conditions of Release,
DUI, Refuse Chemical Breath
Test and Access of Persons with
Restrictions on Purchasing
Alcohol.

Parking Complaint.
Found Property.

Wednesday, July 9
Suspicious Incident.
Suspicious Circumstance.
Citizen Assist—Vehicle

Unlocked.
Police issued a citation to

Jacob Marshall, 19, for Failure
to Provide Proof of Insurance.
He also received a verbal warn-
ing for no taillights. 
Thursday, July 10

Agency Assist—Assault.
Report of Assault.
Traffic Stop—Verbal warning

for no trailer lights.
Domestic/Verbal—Verbal

warning for disorderly conduct.
Friday, July 11

Agency Assist—Harbor.
Agency Assist—Random

Breath Test.
Disturbance.
Agency Assist—Fish and

Game.
Police arrested Larry Aitken,

42, on charges of Resisting
Arrest, Assault IV, Petition To
Revoke Probation and two
counts of Disorderly Conduct.
Saturday, July 12

Verbal warning for no tail-

lights and expired registration.
Verbal warning for

Disorderly Conduct.
Traffic Complaint.
Verbal warning for faulty

equipment.
Sunday, July 13

Police issued a citation to
David McQueen, 17, for Driving
in Violation of Provisional
License After 0100 hours.

Agency Assist – Caller
reported a kayaker stuck in the

mud by LeConte glacier.
Gun shot reported. Possible

seal bomb.
Police responded to a report

of a disturbance. An individual
had hurt their back and was
upset.

There were two dog com-
plaints and three ambulance calls
during this week.

Police report

Citizen of the Year
2014 Grand Marshal and Citizen of the Year, Lucy Moline-
Robinson, waves to the crowd during the Independence
Day parade down Front Street July 4.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Grand jury indicts suspected heroin dealer



Marion Jay Neyman died
Sunday, July 6, 2014, in his
hometown of Wrangell with
family by his side. 

He was born Feb. 19, 1931, in
Burley, Idaho, to Dorothy and
Virgil Neyman. The family

moved to Wrangell, Alaska, in
1937 when Marion was six. 

As a kid, he and brother,
Martin, ran a trap line for mink
in the winter, rowed a double-
ender out to Elephant’s Nose to
fish for halibut and rode their
bikes out to Pat’s Creek to camp
and fish for trout, among other
pursuits.

In high school Marion did well
on the basketball team and in
band and choir. All were inter-
ests that he maintained through-
out his life. He played piano,
trombone saxophone, guitar and

ukulele. He wouldn’t miss a
Gonzaga Bulldogs basketball
game. His son, Jeff, went to col-
lege at Gonzaga. 

Marion graduated high school
in 1950 and attended Southern
Idaho College of Education in

Albion for a year. He then
attended Idaho State at Pocatello
before enlisting in the Navy in
1952. He was an IC specialist
electrician assigned to the USS
Epperson sent overseas to fight
in the Korean War. 

He was discharged in 1957 and
returned to Wrangell to take over
operation of the Marine Bar his
parents had purchased and later
sold. He also ran a shrimp can-
nery, delivered mail from the
ferry to the Post Office and
worked as a bartender for a few
years, but fishing was his first

and primary love.
Marion owned an unnamed

halibut boat, then the Elizabeth,
the Tippy, the Morene and the
June Rose. He mostly trolled for
salmon and fished for halibut. 

He retired in 2008 at age 77
after a 50-year career on the
water. His favorite activity in
recent years was driving through
the boat haul-out yard, watching
the lift at work and all the vessels
getting patched up to be returned
to sea. Or he could be found put-
tering on a household repair pro-
ject, in the kitchen or with a deck
of cards in his hands. 

Marion was preceded in death
by his parents, Dorothy and
Virgil, and son, Virgil Neyman. 

He is survived by his wife of
37 years, Barbara Neyman of
Wrangell; children with his first
wife, Doris — Joann Creed and
Cheryl Neyman; children with
his second wife, Ethel — step-
daughter, Jackie Bell of Juneau;
stepdaughter, Julie Goodrich
Sparks of Fairbanks; and
Jayanne (Jay) Scott of
Tumwater, Wash.; children with
Barbara — Jeffrey (Jennifer)
Marion Neyman of Spokane,
Wash.; and Jennifer Jay
Neyman, of Kenai; siblings,
Martin (Marianne) Neyman of
Hermiston, Ore.; Alta (Steve)
Carter of Lewiston, Idaho;
Arlen (Maxine) Neyman of
Wrangell, and Alysse (Bob)
Maxand of Wrangell; grand-
children, Nick, Alex, Nicole,
Megan and numerous others;
and several great-grandchil-

dren.
In lieu of flowers, cards may

be sent to the family at P.O.
Box 558, Wrangell, AK 99929.

A scholarship donation for
Wrangell students interested in
the arts will be made in Marion
Neyman’s name.
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Wedding announcement
Mr. and Mrs. Larry

Wirthlin of Winnemucca,
Nev. announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Staci
Wirthlin to Jon Florschutz,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Christina
Florschutz of Wrangell,
Alaska.  

Staci Wirthlin was born in
Reno, Nev. and raised in
Winnemucca. She graduated
from Lowry High in 2011
then continued her studies
online through Truckee
Meadows Community
College when she met Jon.
She currently studies exercise
science at BYU-Hawaii. 

The wedding is planned
for   Friday, August 22   in
Reno, Nev.

Staci Wirthlin 
and Jon Florschutz

Obituary: Marion Jay Neyman, 83

Marion Jay Neyman

By KYLE CLAYTON
Sentinel writer

Christie Jamieson and Bruce Jamieson are
spending their summer opening Squawking
Raven Bed & Breakfast.

Christie Jamieson said she and her hus-
band have been thinking about turning their
home at 612 Zimovia Highway into a bed and
breakfast for a few years now.

“We’ve had an empty nest for four years,”
Christie Jamieson said. “The house just
seems to get bigger. We had two spare bed-
rooms. It’s a labor of love. We’ve been kick-
ing the idea around for the past couple of
years, and I can’t believe we’re actually
doing it.”

Christie Jamieson recently retired after 32
years as the clerk of the City and Borough of
Wrangell. She is part Tlingit and her crest is
Raven-Frog, which provided inspiration for
the name of the bed and breakfast. 

She and her husband will run Squawking
Raven when it officially opens in August.
They already have one booking and plan to
stay open through September. 

“We’re both on board with this,” Christy
Jamieson said. “We’re really excited.”

New B&B opening in Wrangell

Squawking Raven Bed & Breakfast new
logo.



JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) –
Water crept up on homes and
closed roads and popular hiking
trails Friday, as residents braced
for possible record flooding
after the release of water from a
glacially dammed lake.

The old record of 11.18 feet
on Mendenhall Lake, set in
1995, was broken by Friday
afternoon, as the lake water
level reached 11.8 feet, then
began to drop slightly, the
National Weather Service said.

Authorities have been moni-
toring the lake and Mendenhall
River to see when they would
crest following the water
release. The Weather Service
said the river level also dropped
slightly by late Friday after-

noon. The highest river reading
Friday was 13.5 feet, just under
the record level of 13.8 feet.

The river roared, churning up
whitewater and attracting curi-
ous onlookers, as water covered
side roads and residents
watched water lap into their
yards.

By late afternoon, a few low-
lying homes on View Drive had
water in their garages or base-
ments, and large trees were
reported floating down the river.
A construction crew working on
a bridge was doing its best to
haul them out, Laurie Sica,
clerk for the city and borough of
Juneau, said by email.

Sue Arthur had stashed a
canoe near the top of View

Drive, where she lives, in case
the road became impassable.
She and two friends piled into
the vessel, along with her dog,
to get past a submerged section
of road and check on her house.

Forecasters warned that sev-
eral feet of water were possible
in low-lying areas, with a flood
warning in effect through
Saturday night. View Drive and
several roads along the river
corridor were closed Friday,
with people asked to stay away.

On Friday morning, sand-
bags filled by residents lined the
foundations of houses and the
fronts of garages. Water slowly
began to fill the yard and drive-
way of one house, where a
knock on the door went unan-
swered.

Tom Mattice, emergency
programs manager for the city
and borough of Juneau, said
many residents along View

Drive planned to spend time
away from their homes until the
flooding subsided.

Lynn Reinwand and her hus-
band planned to stick around.
She said Friday morning that
the water-level warning seemed
close to where it was in 2011
during a similar glacial outburst
known as a jokulhlaup (YOH'-
kuh-lup). Reinwand said her
biggest concern was losing
power; it was, in fact, shut off to
View Drive later in the day,
according to the city. She joked
that if all else failed, they had
kayaks and a canoe to float on.

Meteorologist Robert
Tschantz said residents along
the entire stretch of the river
should be vigilant, a message
echoed by Mattice.

Water covered part of
Montana Creek Road, prompt-
ing its partial closure. That road
leads to the West Glacier trail

and is a popular put-in for
kayaks and canoes on the lake.
Ed Grossman, with the U.S.
Forest Service, said campers
were moved out of the
Mendenhall Lake campground
Thursday night. The lake was
also off-limits to watercraft,
according to a U.S. Forest
Service notification.

Several other trails, includ-
ing the Nugget Falls trail, a
favorite for cruise ship 
passengers bused to Mendenhall
Glacier, also were closed.
Typically, visitors can walk
along the beach to get near the
falls. On Friday, the water just
tumbled into the lake, with the
beach area submerged. Tourists
still took in the sights, snapping
pictures of the bloated lake.

Mendenhall Glacier visitor
center director John Neary said
a bear was seen swimming in
the recreation area Friday. 
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Flood warning after Juneau glacial outburst

Alaska Airlines golf tournament results
July 12, 2014  

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 60

1st place: Bryan Ingram, Hal Rhodes, Judge Conniff. Net score 40, team handicap 36.  
2nd place: Aaron McPherson, Andy Spruell, Joan Kading and Eric Kading. Net score 41,
team handicap 34.
3rd place: Dick and Barb Angerman, Doug Roberts, and Warren Edgley. Net score 41, team
handicap 38.
4th place: Mike and Carol and Tammy and Chuck Hay. Net score 41, team handicap 36.
5th place: Tyler Gunn, James Brenner, Aaron Powell and Collin Dando. Net score 42, team
handicap 28.
6th place: Grover Mathis, Wayne and Kathleen "Toot" Harding. Net score 42, team handi-
cap 29.
The Straightest Drive: Ray Pederson 1" from the line.  
The Closest to the Pin: Kathleen "Toot" Harding, 13' 1.5"  

Alaska Airlines offered an unrestricted, round-trip ticket for the Chipping Contest winner,
Ed Birchell, whose ball was holed.  
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Ocean chemists are calling it
“revolutionary technology” as
unmanned gliders track how
melting glaciers may be intensi-
fying corrosive waters in Prince
William Sound. 

“It’s been hugely successful.
We’ve flown these things all
over inside and outside of Prince
William Sound, we’ve had great
control over them, we’ve been
able to move them to exactly
where we want them to be. They
are making thousands of mea-
surements all over,” said Jeremy
Mathis, director of the Ocean
Environment Research Division
at the Pacific Marine
Environmental Lab in Seattle.
Mathis also is an affiliate facul-
ty member at the University of
Alaska/Fairbanks and oversees
studies at Newport, Oregon.    

In different regions of the
world, natural processes (like
glacial melt) are worsening the
effects of ocean acidification so
that a region like Prince William
Sound may already be precondi-
tioned, Mathis explained. 

Ocean acidification is a glob-
al phenomenon being driven by
increased, human produced lev-

els of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere from the burning of
fossil fuels. It is changing the
chemistry of the entire ocean at
a slow, methodical pace.

“So now we have this anthro-
pogenic (manmade) process
combining with natural process,
and it makes some regions more
vulnerable to the impacts of
ocean acidification than others.
And Prince William Sound is
very high up on that list because
of the processes that go on
inside of it.”

Since May two Carbon Wave
Gliders resembling yellow surf-
boards have been propelled
around the Sound by wave
motions to test surface water
conditions. The gliders are con-
trolled remotely back in the
Seattle lab with an iPad.

Another so called Slocum
Glider, also controlled remotely,
resembles a yellow torpedo and
makes dives down to 600 feet
and then resurfaces.     

“It makes these gliding, up
and down profiles and when it
breaks the surface, all the data is
transmitted via satellite back to
the labs. It’s been working flaw-
lessly,” Mathis said.

Prior to using the gliders,
researchers were limited to con-
tracting with boats and crews
and taking only about four water
samples each year.

“This is a revolution. I’ve
been working on ocean acidifi-
cation in Prince William Sound
for six years and ship time is so
expensive, that’s all we could
afford to do. That has severely
limited our ability to understand
what’s going on because we
don’t have the opportunity to
collect more than a few data
points every year.  These gliders
are a fraction of the cost and we
can leave them out for five
months,” he added.  “It will
change the way we collect data,
the way we can understand
ecosystem environmental
processes. The ultimate goal is
to make sure we understand

what is going on with the fish-
eries and the biology and com-
municate that back to the fishing
communities and stakeholders
in Alaska.”

The gliders were tested once
off the West Coast, but the PWS
project is  the first time they’ve
really been let loose, Mathis
said.

“To hedge our bets, we have
people we can call with fast
boats in Valdez, Seward and
Whittier if a glider gets run over
by a tanker, or it dies for some
reason. So we have this human
insurance policy if we do have
trouble and they can get to them
for us,” he said.

The data is already showing
some preliminary results. 

“We are seeing that the
glacial plume inside and moving
out into the Gulf of Alaska is far
more extensive than we thought
it was going to be.  One of our
conclusions is   that the glaciers
are having quite an extensive
impact on the water chemistry of
Prince William Sound,” Mathis
said.

The unmanned gliders will
soon be deployed throughout the
entire Gulf, the Bering Sea and
the Arctic Ocean.

Crabs can hear - Creepy
soundtracks of noises made by
predators had mud crabs run-
ning for shelter and proved, for
the first time, that the animals
can hear. Marine acoustic
experts at Boston’s Northeastern
University made the discovery
in lab tests on 200 mud crabs
during a two year study. When
they piped in certain noises, the
crabs didn’t dare venture out to
eat juicy clams placed in their
tanks and their skittishness last-
ed for several hours. The scien-
tists said the crabs hear through

a small sac at the base of their
antennae called a statocyst. It
contains thousands of sensory
hairs important for the animal’s
balance but also, the study
found, for responding to sounds.

Might it be the same for
Alaska crab?  

“That’s unknown. I’m not
aware of any studies that have
gone into that level of detail on
the sensory organs or abilities of
any of the commercial crab
species in Alaska,” said Bob
Foy, director of NOAA Fisheries
top crab lab at Kodiak.

“I would not be surprised if it
was the same,” he added.
“Sound is just a pressure wave,
so I’m not surprised that the crab
can hear the sound. The interest-
ing fact is how they are reacting
to a predator or to another
organism being there, and being
able to measure that stress that
the animal is undergoing at the
same time.” 

Other studies showed that
ship sounds affected foraging
behavior of shore crabs. Foy
said all of the findings can be
important for crab scientists and
managers on a couple of fronts.

“Just knowing that the ani-
mals have that  additional senso-
ry capability is huge for us to
understand how they are inter-
acting with their environment.
Crab communication is very
important,” he explained. “We
are trying to understand the
behavior of the crab, such as
how the males and females find
each other. Crabs don’t broad-
cast spawn like a fish does; they
have to find each other in a very
large ocean. So knowing more
about their behaviors at that
level would be critical for
understanding how these ani-
mals are moving throughout

their environment. Another
thing is how the impacts of
sonar from oil drilling or ship
noises and other kinds of senso-
ry environmental impacts may
or may not affect these animals.
Knowing that they do have this
(hearing) sensitivity helps us
think about how we might test
for these things.”    

Foy called the crab hearing
studies “fascinating” and hopes
they continue. Foy says he
hopes the crab hearing studies
continue - “If you had asked me
if crabs can hear prior to this, I
probably would have said they
probably have a way of detect-
ing sound,” he said. “But seeing
how they are detecting it and
then responding to noises and
other predators is very intrigu-
ing in terms of how we might be
able to use this in the future. 

Why all Alaskans should
care about fish prices - The var-
ious business and landing taxes
on fish usually equal 3–5 per-
cent of the dockside values, and
are shared 50/50 between state
coffers and the local areas where
the fish is delivered. 

Seafood economist Andy
Wink with the McDowell Group
in Juneau points out that with
commercial catches on the order
of 5 to 6 billion pounds per year,
even adding or losing one penny
per pound makes a difference of
nearly a million dollars for the
state and local governments
each. 

The industry also pays other
taxes and fees which cover man-
agement, marketing, hatcheries
and other costs. Wink said
Alaska’s seafood industry
accounts for the vast majority of
hatchery funding, allowing both
sport and commercial fishermen
the benefit of more salmon.

Fish Factor by Laine Welch



By KYLE CLAYTON
The Southeast Seine fishery

is performing as expected
despite a closure last week, said
Alaska Department of Fish and
Game (ADFG) biologist Dan

Gray. 
“As expected, we have a fair-

ly low pink salmon forecast and
it’s early yet in the development
of that run, but it looks like what
we thought,” Gray said.

In the Hidden Falls terminal
harvest area, the Northern
Southeast Regional Aquaculture
Association needs 180,000
chum salmon for brood stock.
As of July 8, only 5,000 passed
the barrier net and into a con-
tainment area.  

“Without that in place it
draws some effort to other
areas,” Gray said. “Many of the
managers didn’t feel comfort-
able opening what would other-
wise be marginally acceptable
fisheries in the other areas. It
was kind of that domino effect.”

Last week, managers did not
open the mid-week purse seine
opening. The Southeast region
was reopened Sunday. 

ADFG is closing the Hidden
Falls harvest area until brood
stock goals are met.  As of July
15, 80,000 fish have passed over

the barrier net. 
Gray said sockeye salmon

harvests are doing well across

the region and harvests are
above projections in some
areas. 

“We’re still pretty early in the
game here,” Gray said. “Things
can change very quickly.”
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Comics

Three little birds
Three fledgling swallows roost in a hole in the wall of the Stikine Inn.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Seine fishery closes harvest area



BOATS AND MARINE
IFQ’S AND FISHING PER-
MITS, Alaskan Quota and
Permits, 907-772-4000, 1-888-
347-4437……tfn1-3b15

FOR RENT
PRIME DOWNTOWN COM-
MERCIAL office space for rent
in Kadin Building. Call Shirley at
874-3129…….tfn2-27b14

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SILENT AUCTION DEADLINE
July 30, 4 p.m. Bronze Sculpture
by Cindy Martin. Nolan Center.
874-3699……4x7-24b15

1988 FORD 1 TON dually 460
Auto, runs good, needs bed.
$1000 cash. 1987 18’ Klamath
Deep V Boat. Trailer and motor
damaged. $500 cash. 2005 12’
Zodiac 25 HP Yamaha with trail-
er. $1500 cash. Excellent condi-
tion. Accessories. Mile 12.2
Zimovia Highway for sale until
July 20th Hemlock Ave……1x7-
17p49

HOUSEKEEPER WANTED
Apply in person Alaskan
Sourdough Lodge. 874-
3613……1x7-17p15

THANK YOU
STIKINE STITCHERS would

like to thank all the businesses
who participated in the quilt

show. Joan Benjamin……1x7-
17p
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Classified/Legals



ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP)
 – The Alaska Department of
Law is considering declassify-
ing an unpublished regulation
on investigating the deaths of
prisoners in state custody, a
deputy commissioner with the
Department of Corrections
said.

Sherrie Daigle told the
Anchorage Daily News  that
she only recently became aware
of the regulation. But she said it
could not be shared with the
public now because the infor-
mation could “threaten the safe-
ty and security of institutions.”
Daigle did not say how.

Under state public records
law, the newspaper requested
copies of the Department of
Corrections' internal investiga-
tion documents related to
inmate deaths from 2000 to
2012. The idea was to look at
how the department evaluates
its performance in cases of 
prisoners dying while in state
custody. The department said
more recent investigations
could not be released because
they were prepared ahead of
possible litigation for which the
statute of limitations remains in
effect.

The paper was told it would
cost more than $4,000 and take
more than 100 hours to locate
and copy the files. Details of
the deaths of the more than 130
people who have died while in
state custody since 2000 are
scattered across medical
records, attorney notes and
incident reports in boxes in
records warehouses and institu-
tions, department officials said.

Daigle wrote that the one
instance where there might be a
complete written account of the
circumstances surrounding a
death is when a “report is 
forwarded to the Department's
legal counsel,” ahead of a pos-
sible lawsuit against the
Department of Corrections. But
those are considered attorney-
client communications, and
therefore the state can refuse to
release them, she said.

Between April and June this
year, five people died on the
department's watch. One was
classified a suicide, one a 
homicide and three inmates
were found suddenly dead in
their cells.

The department has said the
deaths are not unusual because
people often come to jail with
significant health problems. In
each case, the department
insisted it was conducting an
internal investigation.

But what constitutes a death
investigation is inconsistent.

What officials often refer to as
death investigations are 
“special incident reports,”
Daigle said. And they vary in
size and scope. While all
include a brief description of
what happened  such as one
case in which an inmate 
“vomiting blood” later died at a
hospital they contain little in
the way of examining the
department's response and
whether everyone involved did
their jobs properly.

Todd Wilcox, a Utah-based,
nationally known authority on
correctional health care, said
many states rely on another law
enforcement agency to 
investigate such deaths. Daigle
said the Alaska State Troopers
are notified of each in-custody
death, but their responsibility is
limited to determining whether
a crime was committed.

A legislative hearing on the
department's practices is 
scheduled for Tuesday in
Anchorage. 
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Well-known humpback whale killed in boat collision
JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) —

Federal law enforcement offi-
cials are investigating after a 48-
foot female whale well-known in
the waters of southeast Alaska
was killed in a collision with a
boat.

A tour-boat operator found
the whale, which had been seen
in the waters of southeast Alaska
for nearly 40 years, near Funter
Bay on July 1. The carcass was
hauled to a nearby beach, where
a necropsy was performed July
3, officials said Friday.

“The left mandible was frac-
tured and the right mandible was
traumatically dislocated from the
cranium,” Dr. Kathy Burek of
Alaska Veterinary Pathology
Services, the lead veterinarian on
the necropsy, said in a statement
Friday. “Cause of death was
determined to be ship strike.”

During the necropsy, tissue
and organ samples were collect-
ed, including stomach contents.
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
officials said analysis of the eye
and ear plug should be able to
determine the whale's age.

The whale has been known by
several names, including Max,
Aequorea or No. 539. It was first
documented in Glacier Bay, near
Juneau, in 1975. Records indi-
cate she had at least five calves
between 1982 and 2005. Her off-
spring have produced at least
three other calves, officials said.

The whale was regularly seen
in both Glacier Bay National

Park and Preserve and Icy Strait.
The last documented sighting
was two years ago. Whales are
distinguished by their distinc-
tively pigmented tails.

The whale's death serves as a
reminder for ocean users to slow
down and be careful, said Aleria
Jensen, NOAA Fisheries Alaska
Region marine mammal strand-
ing coordinator.

“With a recovering popula-

tion, we are seeing more and
more humpback whales every
year. This is a reminder to take
extra precaution when whales
are in the area and slow your
vessel's speed. It's the number
one action to take to prevent ship
strike,” Jensen said.

There were 108 collisions
between boats and whales in
Alaska waters from 1978-2011.
Most of the boats involved were

small vessels. A third of the col-
lisions resulted in human injury
or property damage. Many peo-
ple were thrown into the water
after the strike.

The investigation is being led
by NOAA's Office of Law
Enforcement. Officials ask if
anyone has any information
about this incident to call 1-800-
853-1964.


