
Wrangell’s water situation
seems stable heading into the
summer, with both reservoirs
“overflowing” according to the
latest update from Public Works.

A combination of factors led
to the enforcement of conserva-
tion measures through the
month of March, including low
precipitation, a lengthy winter
and high demand. During the
winter, demand by the first
week of February had spiked to
1,151,000 gallons per day, which
for the previous year was second
only to a summertime high the
first week of July, at 1,227,000
gallons daily. More recently, de-
mand by the end of April ebbed

to half what it had been in Feb-
ruary, on average around
563,000 gallons per day.

While some level of the in-
creased wintertime usage was
ascribed to residents letting their
taps flow to prevent pipes freez-
ing, detected breaks in the water
mains had also contributed to
the draw. Two had been identi-
fied during pressure tests con-
ducted in late March, with the
breaks together estimated to be
losing just over 50,000 gallons of
water per day. Those were re-
paired by Public Works, and a
third break later discovered on a
residential line in April was
found to be losing about 43,000

gallons per day. It was repaired
after being identified.

Leaky pipes are not the only
problem with the system, with
the borough’s water treatment
plant itself an issue. The plant’s
operators are trying to find ways
to reduce water waste, which the
assembly learned last month ac-
counted for around 40 percent of
all production. This water gets
lost during recurring mainte-
nance of both the roughing and
the sand filter systems, and also
includes the amount of water
needed to rebuild water pres-
sure before the resumption of
operations. 

In her monthly city man-
ager’s report on Tuesday, Lisa
Von Bargen said the plant man-
ager last month started to track
how much water was being pro-
duced during routine mainte-
nance procedures. For most of
April, the plant took in over 16
million gallons of raw water, dis-
tributing 9.7 million of that after
the treatment process. That indi-
cated some 6.3 million gallons of
water was being lost during
treatment.

Though the plant lacks all the
gauges necessary to track water
usage through each stage of pro-
duction, one major area of waste
is from cleaning its four slow
sand filter bays. During the fil-
tration process, a layer of grime
builds up – called schmutzdecke
– causing clogs. Eventually the
freeboard depth of water in-
creases above the filters to the
point where they must be
drained and the filter surface
cleaned. During that operation
the filter unit is offline, and
135,000 gallons of semi-treated
water gets wasted during the
process.

The city would like to avoid
this by diverting that water into
the clearwell, which staff thinks
can be done with some simple
piping revisions. Von Bargen re-
ported the city has obtained per-
mitting from the Alaska
Department of Environmental
Conservation to make the fix,
and has already begun procur-
ing materials.

Another source of water

waste is with the plant’s rough-
ing filters, which are a prelimi-
nary stage that prepares water
for the slow sand filters. The fil-
ter setup has never been able to
flush itself when clogged, re-
quiring manual clearing on the
part of staff. This is an inefficient
process in terms of time and of
resources, losing tens of thou-
sands of gallons each time.

To correct this, a pilot 
study on a self-cleaning 
mechanical filter setup has been
ongoing for the last month and a
half. As designed, the Forsta-
model filter unit initiates a back-
wash sequence when its
filtration screen gets plugged.
The hope is that the pricey
mechanism would save on labor
time and lose considerably less
water than the current filters,
which in the long term would
pay for itself in lowered operat-
ing costs.

However, the test results
have so far been mixed. Water
clarity samples have come back
below expectation, and a finer
filter is being experimented with
to see if that helps. Recurring
flushings would also on a large
scale lose much more water than
first thought, up to 118,000 gal-
lons per day compared to the
modest test pilot model. 

A possible reconfiguring of
the system to discharge back-
wash water back into the rough-
ing filter bays could work by
allowing more time for sediment
to settle before filtration.

The biggest fix, however,
would be a full upgrade to
Wrangell’s plant, changing over
from sand-based filtration to dis-
solved air flotation. A miniature
test plant tried out in 2016
showed promising results, and
in March Wrangell’s assembly
approved moving ahead with
the replacement project. In all, it
would take around three years
to build and would cost $9.1 mil-
lion.

To pay for this, the city has
approached the Department of
Agriculture for $3.82 million in
loans and $3.16 million in grant
monies, with another $2.5 mil-
lion grant to be applied for
through the Alaska Economic
Development Administration.
Remaining funds would come
through the borough’s reserves
and other, smaller grant sources.

Currently, Von Bargen re-
ported the city is putting to-
gether its application packet to
the EDA, for submission next
week. If given its approval for
grant funding, the project could
finally move ahead.

BOATS AND MARINE
IFQ’S AND FISHING PERMITS,
Alaskan Quota and Permits LLC,
907-772-4000, 1-888-347-4437…
…tfn1-3b15
JOB
WRANGELL COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION TRANSPORTA-
TION (WCAT), is seeking 2 trail
and road maintenance laborers.
Complete job descriptions and ap-
plications available at WCAT of-
fice at 104 C-1 Lynch St. Contact
Bill Willard or Lizzy Romane at
874-3077 with questions. Closing
date: May 25 at 1 p.m……2x5-
17b44

WRANGELL PUBLIC
SCHOOLS, is accepting applica-
tions for the position of: Elemen-
tary School Secretary. This is a
full-time, 10-month position with
benefits. Salary placement is Col-
umn G on the 10-month Classified
Salary Schedule.  Please contact
the district office at 874-2347 for
more information and a complete
job description. Position open until
filled…...1x5-10b51
SERVICES
THE WRANGELL SENTINEL:
See us for black and white and
color copies up to 11x17. 205
Front St. 874-2301……tfndh

FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel.
Send or receive faxes. Fax number
874-2303 ……tfndh
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SITKA COMMUNITY HOSPITAL IN SITKA, ALASKA
IS RECRUITING FOR A NEW CEOO. 

Sitka Community Hospital is: 
• A City/Borough-owned Critical Access Hospital 

• Licensed for 12 Acute Care Beds and 
15 Long Term Care beds 

The CEO is accountable for all day-to-day operations of
the Hospital. 

The CEO is accountable for the planning, organization,
and direction of the hospital to ensure the quality of patient
care is maintained, as well as for the financial integrity of
Sitka Community Hospital.  

More information on the 
recruitment may be found on 

the SCH website
www.Sitkahospital.com/CEOsearchmaterials 

or obtained directly from 
Shannon L. Callahan, Director of Human Resources for SCH 

209 Moller Avenue, Sitka, AK 99835 
Telephone (907) 747- 3241

Police report
Monday, April 30

Harassment.
Violation DVO.
Civil issue.
Summons service.
20- Day ex parte protective order.
Summons service.

Tuesday, May 1
Abandoned vehicle.
Citizen assist.
Toxic smell.
Agency assist: Alarm.

Wednesday, May 2
Traffic: Disabled vehicle.

Thursday, May 3
Agency assist: Middle school.
Summons service: Three services provided.
Report of theft.

Friday, May 4
Suspicious circumstance. 
Citations issued: Justin Dean Herr Barker,

32: Operating vehicle with expired registration

and failure to provide proof of insurance. 
Violation conditions of release: Violation DV

restraining order.
Suspicious activity.

Saturday, May 5
Traffic stop.
Found dog: Returned to owners.
Traffic stop.
Paper service: Order to show cause.
Subpoena Service.

Sunday, May 6
Traffic stop: Verbal warning for expired reg-

istration.
Citizen assist.
Traffic stop: Verbal warning for driving

habits.
Citizen assist.
Citation issued: Jan Bliss, 66: For blocking

roadway by illegally parking.

There were seven EMS calls and two animal
complaints during this reporting period. 

Both reservoirs
are overflowing

Students from Laura Davies’ fifth grade class take a tour of Wrangell’s water treatment plant last
month, guided by plant manager Wayne McHolland at back. The class trip was part of students’
study of water conservation, an interest spurred by this winter’s municipal shortage.
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GOING GREEN?
The Wrangell Sentinel 

is online!
www.wrangellsentinel.comwww.wrangellsentinel.com

• Police Report  • Links around town
• Classifieds • Obituaries

The entire news content of the Sentinel is now provided online!
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