
By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer

Money appears to be avail-
able for Wrangell’s Byford yard
cleanup that would allow re-
maining contaminated soil to
be shipped off-island rather
than disposed of in a local
monofill.

At the behest of Gov. Bill
Walker, the Alaska Legislature
approved $5 million of addi-
tional funding to be allotted to
the project in its FY19 capital
budget. A capital and operat-
ing budget had both been
passed by the Alaska House
and Senate on Sunday, bring-
ing to an end their extended
session.

Sen. Bert Stedman (R-Sitka)
noted it was the first year in a
while the regular session had
come to an end without any
special sessions lined up to fol-
low. In previous years, law-
makers had been called back to
Juneau multiple times to take
up additional items.

Taken together, the $10.4 bil-
lion budget still needs to be
signed by Walker before it can
take effect on July 1, when the
new fiscal year starts. He has
20 days to do so once the pack-
age has been submitted to his
desk, giving his office time to
review its contents. While the
governor has the option to veto
or reduce individual items, in
light of Walker’s support for

the additional funding for By-
ford it was not expected the
amount would be changed fur-
ther.

The additional funds will be
added to those currently ap-
portioned to the cleanup’s sec-
ond phase, which involves
removal of around 18,300 cubic
yards of lead-contaminated soil
removed from the decommis-
sioned junkyard. The soil had
been chemically treated to pre-
vent the further leaching of its
lead content, but lingering con-
cerns among residents about
the wisdom of storing the ma-
terial within a fifth of a mile
from the Pats Creek system
convinced the managing De-
partment of Environmental
Conservation to support fur-
ther funding for its complete
removal by barge.

Rather than provide the re-
quested resources from the
state’s general fund, legislators
directed the DEC to draw from
its oil and hazardous substance
release response fund, an ac-
count capped at $50 million
that is maintained by a share of
oil production surcharges. The
fund was already tapped for
Wrangell’s Byford project,
cleanup of which in 2016 cost
around $6 million. Transport
for the remaining material was
expected to cost more than $9
million, above the $5.5 million
instead approved for construct-

ing the monofill.
The majority of projects fi-

nanced by the fund deal with
oil or other petroleum-based
spills around the state, though
contaminants like the lead at
Byford also fall under appro-
priate use. DEC director of ad-
ministrative services Jeff
Rogers explained that, while
contained at this point, the By-
ford cleanup still fit the intent
of the response fund.

Project leads assigned to the
project are currently updating
cost estimates to transport the
material to Oregon for final
processing. Depending on
whether newly allotted and re-
maining funds would together
cover the total cost, more funds
may still be required to com-
plete the cleanup. Depending
on how much money may be
required, Rogers said DEC
would likely approach the Leg-
islature for approval.

“It will depend on how sig-
nificant the delta is,” he said.

On the state of the response
fund itself, chief budget analyst
Neil Steininger for the Office of
Management and Budget ex-
plained it would not be directly
reimbursed for the additional
withdrawal. It would be re-
plenished over time with its
proportion of production sur-
charges, which Rogers esti-
mated averaged out to around
$1.5 million per year.

While the City and Borough
Assembly had remained
largely ambivalent to the fate
of the soil, issuing a resolution
favoring either its transport or
designation into a monofill last
week, Wrangell Cooperative
Association had been expressly
against the monofill. Meeting
with the lieutenant-governor
and DEC leadership since the
project was put on hold last
August, it had helped mobilize
the turnaround in direction.

“The WCA is happy the
state allocated $5 million to
ship the lead-contaminated soil
off island,” tribal administrator
Esther Ashton conveyed in a
statement, following news of
the additional funding. WCA
was appreciative of the state’s
assistance in reaching this con-
clusion, and was hopeful for
the future. 

“In 100 years our great-,
great-grandchildren will not
have to worry about monthly
monitoring of a lead-contami-
nated monofill so close to Pats
Creek. They will not have to
take water samples to deter-
mine if lead and phosphates
are leaching into our fish
streams,” Ashton said.

With the passage of the new
budget, changes to Alaska’s
Permanent Fund are also at
hand. Legislators found com-
mon ground on calculating a
percentage of the $65 billion

sovereign wealth fund’s earn-
ings that could be withdrawn
without harming the princi-
pal, to be used to reduce the
state’s substantial spending
deficit.

“We made quite a bit of
progress in using the percent-
of-market-value approach,”
said Stedman.

Based on a five-year aver-
age value, the percent of the
draw would start at 5.25 per-
cent for the next couple of fis-
cal years, to be divided
between dividends and
agency spending. A proponent
of a smaller, 4.5-percent draw,
Stedman noted the percentage
could be reduced as needed at
the behest of the Legislature.

The money yielded by the
fund would bring the state
deficit down to around $700
million, according to estimates
by Walker’s office. The draw
would yield an estimated $2.8
billion for next year, of which
around $1 billion would be
used for individual dividends,
or around 36 percent.

“I think that should be 50-
50,” Stedman commented.

In future, he would like to
see the fund’s earnings reserve
protected from legislative
overreach. Stedman expects a
concept to that effect to be put
to the public later this year,
with the hopes of having an
item on the ballot by 2020.

Monday, May 7
Traffic complaint: Speeding by the elemen-

tary school. 
Parking complaint.
VCOR and DVO violation.

Tuesday, May 8
Catering permit.
Agency assist.
Agency assist: Police escort.
Agency assist.
Civil issue.
Criminal mischief.
Violation of DVO.
Summons service.
Courtesy transport.
Agency assist.
Agency assist: Electric department.

Wednesday, May 9
Summons service.
Two orders extending 20- day Ex-parte.
Traffic stop verbal warning for driving

habits.
Traffic stop for yellow blinking light on top

of car.
Citations issued: Mikel Smith, 17: Operating

a vehicle after consuming and MCA.
Citations issued: Justin Barker, 32: Operating

with expired registration and failure to show
proof of insurance.

Noise complaint. 
Thursday, May 10

Found cell phone.
Disturbance: Person left residence.
Agency assist: PPD.
Agency assist: UA.
Agency assist: Traffic stop.
Citation issued: Mykayla Rooney, 22: Failure

to provide proof of insurance and verbal warn-

ing for unauthorized lights and not having driv-
ers license. 

Citizen assist: Unlock vehicle.
Friday, May 11

Citizen assist: Unlock vehicle.
Agency assist: PPD. 
Agency assist.
Agency assist: Injured eagle.
Arrested: Drew Huntington, 30: On charges

of  a warrant on unlawful contact and court or-
dered VCOR.

Agency assist: Alaska Airlines.
Inmate incident.
Noise complaint.
Unsecured door and ammonia smell. 

Saturday, May 12
Citation issued: Mark Hamley, 40: IID device

required and failure to provide proof of insur-
ance. 

Inmate incident.
Criminal mischief.
Drew Huntington, 30: Charged with VCOR

and unlawful contact. 
Citizen assist: Unlocked vehicle.
Inmate incident.
Courtesy ride.

Sunday, May 13
Traffic stop: Citation issued: Devan Harding,

25: Failure to provide proof of insurance.
Traffic stop: Citations issued: Cooper

Seimears, 32: Failure to provide proof of insur-
ance and operating a vehicle with expired reg-
istration.

Arrested: Duke Aitken, 26: On charges of as-
sault IV/ DV.

During this reporting period there were two
animal complaints and one EMS call out. 

BOATS AND MARINE
IFQ’S AND FISHING PER-
MITS, Alaskan Quota and Per-
mits LLC, 907-772-4000,
1-888-347-4437……tfn1-3b15

JOB
WRANGELL COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION TRANS-
PORTATION (WCAT), is seek-
ing 2 trail and road maintenance
laborers. Complete job descrip-
tions and applications available
at WCAT office at 104 C-1

Lynch St. Contact Bill Willard
or Lizzy Romane at 874-3077
with questions. Closing date:
May 25 at 1 p.m……2x5-17b44

WANTED
PROFESSIONAL MALE 
IN MID-50’S looking for
Wrangell housing (room, 
studio, apartment, or small
house). Starting mid-June
through October. Desire 
nice, clean, furnished unit with
all utilities included. 

Strong preference for “in-town”
location, but will consider other
areas. Long term employment
verification (24 years) and ref-
erences available upon request.
Please call Juneau: (907) 957-
7969. 1x5-17b

SERVICES
THE WRANGELL SENTINEL:
See us for black and 
white and color copies up to
11x17. 205 Front St. 874-
2301……tfndh

FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel.
Send or receive faxes. Fax num-
ber 874-2303 ……tfndh
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2017 Alaska Press
Club Awards

“This newspaper has strong writing, 
a plus in my book. Bravo!”

-Judge’s Comment

BEST WEEKLY NEWSPAPER

3RD PLACE

Best Business Reporting 3rd Place - Dan Rudy
"SALES REVENUES SUGGEST SLIGHT SLUMP." 
- November 30, 2017
Judge’s Comment: 

“Jam-packed full of information to help readers
understand what’s happening in their economy.”

Police report

Trooper report
May 1
Alaska Wildlife Troopers of the Wrangell post contacted Charles Gadd, 65 of Wrangell. Gadd was is-

sued a $110 citation in the District Court of Wrangell for Failure to Mark Personal Use Dungeness Crab
gear.
Wrangell Troopers cited Jeffrey Rooney, 47 of Wrangell, for failure to return hunting permit. Rooney

was issued a $110 citation at the District Court of Wrangell.

Budget allows for Byford soil to be shipped off-island

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE A
SMART ADVERTISING CHOICE

They cost as little as
$10.00 for up to 15 words. 
40¢ for additional words.

7% city sales tax additional.

Ask us about our classified ads!
PHONE 874-2301

FAX 874-2303
The deadline for classified ads is 

12 pm Tuesday
EMAIL – wrgsent@gmail.com WEB SITE – www.WrangellSentinel.com 205 FRONT STREET

DON’T DANCE
AROUND THE

ISSUE!


