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Later this month the region’s
economic development organi-
zation will be meeting in Haines
to discuss new trends, problems
and opportunities it will face in
the coming year.

Representing many of the
area’s municipalities, federally-
recognized tribes, businesses,
government agencies and organ-
izations, Southeast Conference
holds two major forums each
year, in the spring and in the fall.
Its autumn meeting is its biggest,
in past years drawing hundreds
to hear about and discuss con-
cerns unique to the region, from
transportation and utilities to its
maritime, tourism and timber in-
dustries, to environmental and
regulatory issues.

With state legislators looking
to close a $2.7 billion spending
deficit before next year (see Spe-
cial Session article) and with
government spending account-
ing for a significant proportion
of the regional economy, an area
SEC will be tackling early on in
its three-day schedule will be di-
versifying economic develop-
ment in the region.

One of the conference’s key
pieces is its annual By the Num-
bers Report, which assesses
trends in jobs and wages on a
sector-by-sector basis. Details
on the state of the economy will
be available at the time of the
meeting, but an annual business
survey conducted by SEC has
found that while nearly all busi-
ness leaders it talked to ex-
pressed economic concerns for
the region, about two-thirds
were optimistic about their own
sectors.

The findings mirror statewide

economic confidence measures,
which in July were announced
by the state Department of Com-
merce, Community and Eco-
nomic Development to have
increased slightly during the sec-
ond quarter of 2017. From a
high point in the middle of 2014,
the confidence index took sev-
eral tumbles as state revenue
streams continued to dry up.

“The Southeast Alaska spirit
is very optimistic,” commented
Meilani Schijvens, of analytics
firm Rain Coast Data in Juneau.
The consultancy puts together
the conference’s economic re-
ports, and this year has also
made updates to the SEC re-
gional economic plan.

The annual meeting will fea-
ture a number of guest speakers,
presenting on different aspects
of the economy. An industry
panel on timber, for instance,
will include Viking Lumber vice
president Bryce Dahlstrom and
former Alaska Pulp Corporation
manager Frank Roppel. On the
state of the healthcare industry,
PeaceHealth Ketchikan director
Matt Eisenhower will deliver a
presentation, and Ralph Samuels
of Holland America will be
among those speaking about the
visitor industry.

In terms of tourism, Schi-
jvens said the sector is expected
to continue its growth, with new
lines entering the market in the
next few years, as well as more
vessels and bigger cruise liners.
And this year’s SEC meeting
will be a first to focus on health-
care as a sector, as well as the
arts. Two years ago a special
economic study highlighted the
contribution art makes to the
Southeast economy, and Schi-
jvens explained its own forum

this year is a follow-up to that
work.

For seafood development,
Trident Seafoods legal counsel
Joe Plesha will be joined with
Alaska Fisheries Development
Foundation director Julie
Decker. Decker will be speaking
on mariculture development,
and progress a special task force
formed last year by Gov. Bill
Walker has made so far.

“We’re actually seeing some
progress,” she explained, point-
ing out that permits for maricul-
tural production in the state will
have increased by half this year,
up to 46. The acreage being used
by permit-holders may increase
by even more, nearly quadru-
pling to 1,300 acres.

“The real story is going to be
the Alaska Marine Highway
System,” Schijvens said of the
conference. A second phase re-
port is anticipated from a steer-
ing committee formed last year,
which was tasked with restruc-
turing the public ferry system to
make it more sustainable in the
long term. For the first phase, a
draft report was presented to
SEC at its mid-session summit
this March.

In all, Schijvens anticipated
the upcoming meeting should
touch most of Southeast’s eco-
nomic bases, based on priority
objectives identified by SEC’s
membership. 

“We’ve mirrored the agenda
to match that,” she commented.
“I think it’s going to be a really
fantastic meeting.”

With the ferry from Juneau
scheduled to arrive the day be-
fore, on September 18, the meet-
ing itself will begin the morning
of September 19 at the Southeast
Alaska State Fairgrounds’ Harri-
ett Hall. Several days of meet-
ings and presentations will
conclude at midday, September
21.

Copies of the draft agenda
and travel details are available
on SEC’s website, at www.sec-
onference.org/annual. This
year’s conference is expected to
see more than 200 attendees, so
participants are advised to make
arrangements as early as possi-
ble.
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Last week, Alaska's lawmak-
ers received word from the gov-
ernor's office another session
may be called for October.

On August 31 emails were
sent to members of the Alaska
Legislature, letting them know a
special session – the fourth of
the year – will likely be called
to discuss revenue.

During the second special
session in July an operating
budget was passed, with a capi-
tal budget approved the follow-
ing month in another session.
The spending bills came with
cuts and an overhaul of the
state's oil tax credit system, but

without new sources of revenue.
During the year competing

strategies on how to make up for
declining petroleum royalties
and taxes were offered in the
House and Senate, with a meas-
ure of consensus reached by
both chambers on a restructur-
ing of the Permanent Fund.
Other options still being consid-
ered include reinstitution of an
income tax, or implementation
of a statewide sales tax. How-
ever, neither option will likely
close the prospective $2.7 bil-
lion spending deficit, and some
combination is likely.

As it stands, the state has
nearly emptied its Constitu-
tional Budget Reserve after five

years of drawing on it and other
accounts. The approximately $2
billion left by next year is not
expected to last much longer at
the present rate.

Details on what Gov. Bill
Walker might propose are not
yet available, and an official
proclamation is expected later
this month. Alaska's Constitu-
tion requires 30 days’ notice be
given before legislators can be
called into session.

Responding to the news in an
announcement later that day, the
coalition Alaska House Majority
seemed ready to adopt a fiscal
plan for the state, which it con-
sidered incomplete following
previous sessions.

“The facts are that low oil
prices are likely for the foresee-
able future and we currently
have less than one year’s worth
of savings to fund essential state

services like public education
and public safety. That means it
is time for all of us to put aside
politics and come together to
find a sustainable fiscal solution
for Alaska,” said Rep. Bryce
Edgmon (D-Dillingham), House
Speaker. “The members of the
Alaska House Majority coali-
tion are prepared to go back to
work to finish what we started
earlier this year when we passed
a full fiscal plan that included
new revenue to fill the budget
gap. I am concerned that if ac-
tion is not taken this fall the pol-
itics that inevitably spring up
during an election year will get
in the way of real and compre-
hensive fiscal solutions next
year.”

Speaking for the Republican-
led Alaska Senate Majority, Sen.
Pete Kelly (R-Fairbanks) said,
“The Senate is committed to re-

ducing state spending and pass-
ing a spending limit. Earlier this
year, when the economy was
losing thousands of jobs, the
Senate voted to protect working
families by defeating an unnec-
essary income tax. The econ-
omy hasn't improved, but we
plan to give the governor's rev-
enue proposals a fair hearing.”

Rep. Dan Ortiz (U-District
36) was unable to comment on
the announcement by Tuesday's
press time. However, he will be
in Wrangell to meet with the
Borough Assembly Friday at
1:30 p.m., inside City Hall.

“This is an informal meet-
ing,” he explained, gathering
input for the coming session.
Afterward, he intends to meet
with Wrangell Cooperative As-
sociation to hear its concerns on
a planned monofill site near Pats
Creek.

BOATS AND MARINE
IFQ’S AND FISHING PER-
MITS, Alaskan Quota and Per-
mits, 907-772-4000,
1-888-347-4437……tfn1-3b15

FOR RENT
2 BEDROOM APARTMENT
UNFURNISHED, has washer
dryer hook up, electric stove, re-

frigerator, dishwasher. Call 907-
305-0619……tfn7-13b20

THE WRANGELL SENTINEL:
See us for black and white and
color copies up to 11x17. 205
Front St. 874-2301……tfndh

FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel.
Send or receive faxes. Fax num-

ber 874-2303……tfndh

MOTOR VEHICLES
CAR FOR SALE-1999 TOY-
OTA COROLLA in Petersburg,
67,000 miles, full-set of winter
tires. Regular service & oil
changes over the life of vehicle.
$2,000. 772-9393 days or 518-
1180 eves......tfn8-24dh
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Monday, August 28
Title 47.
Civil matter: Yard equipment returned to owner.
Paper service.
Line crew called out for power outage all up and going.

Tuesday, August 29
Report dead deer.
DVO papers.
Agency assist: Harbor department boat alarm going off.

Wednesday, August 30
Citizen reported a DUI UTL.
Parking complaint: Vehicle parked in the bus zone.

Thursday, August 31
Traffic stop: Verbal warning for driving habits.
Abandoned vehicle: Owner will move vehicle 
tomorrow.
Agency Assist: AICS

Friday, September 1
Traffic: Vehicle in ditch.
Summons service.
Summons service.

Saturday, September 2
Disturbance: Domestic.
Harassment.
Subpoena Service.
Suspicious behavior.
Noise complaint: Verbal warning given to two persons 
for setting off fireworks.

Sunday. September 3
Suspicious incident.
Driving complaint.
Subpoena Service.

Police report

Fourth special session may be called for revenues

SE Conference to focus on ferries, budget

Need More
Room? Sell
Your Extra

Stuff In The
Classifieds.

Call 
874-2301

Dietra Wegener
Petersburg Wrangell Insurance Center
100 N Nordic, Petersburg, AK 99833
inquiry@p-wins.com

Call me today to see how much you can
save with Allstate’s good student discount.

907-874-2359

Discount and insurance offered only with select company and subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate Insurance
Company, Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company and Allstate Indemnity Company; Northbrook, IL © 2012
Allstate Insurance Company.


