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One of Wrangell’s watering
holes will be celebrating its 10-
year anniversary this weekend.

Rayme’s Bar owner Reme
Privett had purchased the estab-
lishment – then the Brig Bar –
back in 2007, reopening its doors
on September 14. The Brig’s
longtime owner, Lawrence Ba-
hovec, had been running the bar
since 1962. Though he had just
turned 90, Privett recounted Ba-
hovec still worked in the bar six
days a week. He was looking to
get out of the business as Privett
was hoping to get into it, and he
approached Bahovec with a pro-
posal to buy the bar.

“What got me into it was I
was working for my dad, and I
wanted to do something differ-
ent,” Privett explained. After
haggling over a price they could
agree on, the next step was for
Privett to get his licensing with
the state liquor control office.

“It took me about a year and a
half to get the bar in my name,”
he recalled. “It’s not an easy
process. Everything’s got to be
documented, cut and dry.”

Privett had to submit and re-
submit his paperwork several
times, and had to navigate the
process of approval with
Wrangell’s then-council. When it
seemed sure to pass through,
Privett worked on renaming the
Brig Bar. Rayme’s new signage –
an iconic oversized mug above
the front door – was the work of
his father, Bill Privett, and Frank
Rice at Svendsen Marine.

“They put it together for me,”
the bar owner said. Built from
aluminum, it took an Alaska Ma-
rine Lines forklift and a number
of bolts to get the mug into place.
“At the party we’re going to have
some pictures.”

As soon as his license arrived
by fax, Privett put together a
grand opening for Rayme’s Bar.
“It was the day before moose
hunting, and I can still remember
to this day that about every guy
that went moose hunting was ab-
solutely ticked off at me.”

As well as changing the name,
the old Brig also took on a differ-
ent look inside. Along the walls
the bar has accumulated a num-
ber of racks and trophy displays.
Some have sentimental value,
such as the moose rack Privett re-
ceived from his uncle.

“The buffalo head, that came
from my sister when she was bar-
tending at Sturgis,” he said,
pointing it out. “The ram, that
was my grandpa, Doc Floyd’s.”

Friends and well-wishers have
donated a number of deer antlers,
some of which were signed by
the gift-givers. Over the bar,
Privett does not quite remember
who gave him the stuffed and
mounted whitetail head and pos-
terior. “They just kind of showed
up one day.”

One of things that hasn’t
changed about the place is the

old bell mounted over the bar.
“It’s from well before my

time,” Privett noted. “When I
bought the bar it was here. It’s
fallen down a couple of times,
it’s been ripped down, the cord’s
been cut off. But it’s the same
one.”

Commonly found in many
bars in Southeast Alaska, ringing
the bell means buying a round for
everybody inside. As Privett ex-
plained in rhyme: “He who rings
the bell in jest buys a round for
all the rest.” Travelling abroad
though, he has found the custom
to be less practiced. While in a
fishing community on New
Zealand’s North Island, he finally
found a bell in a local tavern.
However, it was behind the bar
and was rung whenever tips were
received by the bartender. The
owner had never heard of the
Alaskan tradition, but was in-
trigued by it.

“We came back in two weeks
and he’d moved that bell out.
And he goes, ‘I’ve made more
money off this thing, it’s crazy!’”
Privett remembers.

Running his own establish-
ment for the past decade, he is
glad to have made the invest-
ment. “It’s a lot of work. There’s
no doubt about that,” said Privett.
“It’s a labor of love. But I’m
happy with it. I mean, with any
business you’ve got days where
this is a lot of fun, and then there
are days when you’re like, ‘Why

do I have to go in to clean bath-
rooms?’”

To celebrate 10 years, after
the work week ends on Friday
the bar will be serving Bill Priv-
ett’s reknowned ribs and pulled
pork for do-it-yourself sliders. It
will be a potluck as well, so peo-
ple can bring a dish or side to
share.

BOATS AND MARINE
IFQ’S AND FISHING PERMITS,
Alaskan Quota and Permits, 907-
772-4000, 1-888-347-4437……
tfn1-3b15
BOAT FOR SALE: ‘73  32’ Raw-
son Cruiser $40 K, 120 Ford Lay-
man Engine, Upgrades: $41 K,
Reliance Harbor, 874-3676……
1x9-14p

JOBS
WRANGELL PUBLIC
SCHOOLS IS ACCEPTING for
the following position for the
2017-2018 school year. Parapro-
fessional: This is a part-time in-
structional aide position working

with students,  5.75 hours per day
in small groups and one on one in
the Special Education. Migrant or
Title 1 Program. An associates de-
gree or equivalent is preferred but
not required. For a complete job
description and salary schedule,
please contact the district office at
874-2347 Applications must be re-
ceived by: 4:00 P.M., Friday, Sep-
tember 15, 2017……1x9-14b81

SEARHC: WE ARE CUR-
RENTLY RECRUITING for a
full-time Environmental Service
Worker to join our team in
Wrangell. Salary is DOE. 
Excellent benefits with 

generous PTO. Contact 
recruitment@searhc.org or call
966-8311 to learn more about the
position, or visit www.searhc.org
and apply. Position is evening
shift……2x9-14b45

FOR RENT
2 BEDROOM APARTMENT
UNFURNISHED, has washer
dryer hook up, electric 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher.
Call 907-305-0619……tfn7-
13b20

FOR SALE
CAR FOR SALE 1999 TOYOTA
COROLLA in Petersburg, 67,000

miles, full-set of winter tires. Reg-
ular service & oil changes over the
life of vehicle. $2,000. 772-9393
days or 518-1180 eves…..tfn9-
14dh

SERVICES
THE WRANGELL SENTINEL:
See us for black and white and
color copies up to 11x17. 205
Front St. 874-2301……tfndh

FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel.
Send or receive faxes. Fax number
874-2303……tfndhy
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Monday, September 4
Citizen assist : Alarm.
Agency Assist.
Subpoena Service.
Intoxicated Person.
Citizen assist: Vehicle unlocked.

Tuesday, September  5
Agency Assist: Parks & Rec.
Citizen Assist: Vehicle unlocked.
Parking Complaint.
Theft.
Traffic Hazard.
Suspicious Circumstance.

Wednesday, September 6
Report of theft.
Suspicious Activity.
Gun shots: UTL

Thursday, September 7
Paper Service.

Friday, September 8
Suspicious Person. 
Agency Assist: TSA
Agency Assist: DOC
Driving Complaint: Speeding and reckless driving.
Noise Complaint.
Report of Theft.
Citizen Assist.
Subpoena Service.
Paper Service.

Saturday, September 9
Fireworks.
Subpoena Service.
Citizen Assist: Vehicle unlock.
Subpoena Service.
SAR: Overdue boater: returned short time later.
Traffic stop: Verbal warning for equipment.

Sunday, September 10
Domestic dispute.
Domestic dispute.

Police report

Local bar to celebrate decade of libation

PHOTO BY DAN RUDY

Reme Privett gets ready to open up Rayme’s Bar Monday morning. Just over his shoulder, a stuffed chicken is one of the bar’s many
trophies. The horns and heads have come from a number of people over the years, but this particular one was his own. “The chicken
attacked me. So I got the last laugh on that,” he explained.


