
JUNEAU (AP) - Alaska held 
the enviable position of having 
the highest rate of coronavirus 
vaccinations per capita in the 
nation as of this week, the state 
said. 

As of Monday, more than 
80,000 Alaskans had received 
their first dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine, and nearly 18,000 had 
received both doses, according 
to a report in the Anchorage 
Daily News. That does not in-
clude shots administered 
through the departments of 
Defense or Veterans Affairs but 
does include vaccinations han-
dled through Indian Health 
Service partners. 

That’s a gain in four days of 
13,000 people from the Jan. 21 
report of 67,000 Alaskans who 
had received their first dose. 

Alaska Chief Medical Offi-
cer Anne Zink said Jan. 21 that 
the progress was the result of 
community efforts to quickly 
distribute vaccinations and ad-
ditional allotments for federal 
agencies within the state. 

Zink told the Juneau Cham-

ber of Commerce that Alaska 
had received more doses of 
vaccine because of additional 
allowances above the state’s 
share for the Department of 
Defense, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and Indian 
Health Service. 

“We have the highest veter-
ans per-capita population. We 
have a large military presence. 
And we have a large Indige-
nous population with over 229 
sovereign tribes,” Zink said, as 
reported by Juneau public 
radio station KTOO. “And so, 
because of those reasons, we 
did get some additional vac-
cine in the state via those fed-
eral partnerships.” 

The allotment for the Indian 
Health Service, which works 
with tribal entities to deliver 
health care to Alaska Native 
residents, could have been sub-
tracted from the state’s share of 
the federal supply, but ulti-
mately was allowed to be 
added to the deliveries to 
Alaska, Zink said. 

“That’s been transforma-

tional for Alaska, that decision 
for Operation Warp Speed,” 

Zink said of the Trump admin-
istration’s name for the na-

tional vaccine distribution ini-
tiative.

By LARRY PERSILY 

Sentinel writer 
The state of Alaska and the 

municipality of Anchorage will 
share in $200 million in new fed-
eral funds to help renters who 
have lost jobs or suffered eco-
nomic hardship due to the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Alaska Housing Finance 
Corp., which operated a similar, 
but much smaller, federally 
funded program last summer, is 
expected to manage the new as-

sistance program outside An-
chorage, with more information 
expected this week and applica-
tion details possibly later in Feb-
ruary. 

The housing finance agency is 
“working now to understand the 
requirements and develop a plan 
that supports renters and gets 
money to landlords as soon as 
we’re able. More information 
about our plan will be updated 
on our Alaska Housing  
Relief website (AlaskaHousin-

gRelief.com) starting next 
month,” Soren Johansson, public 
relations manager at the agency, 
said Jan. 21. 

Alaska was allotted $200 mil-
lion under a $25 billion rental as-
sistance appropriation in the 
coronavirus relief bill Congress 
approved in December. Almost 
$36 million of Alaska’s housing 
assistance allocation will go 
straight to Anchorage, according 
to a resolution on the Anchorage 
municipal assembly’s Tuesday 

meeting agenda. The federal aid 
bill carves out funds directly for 
municipalities of more than 
200,000 residents. 

The minimum in the law for 
smaller states is $200 million. 

The housing aid is among 
multiple appropriations in the 
$900 billion spending package, 
which included stimulus checks 
of up to $600 per person, en-
hanced federal unemployment 
benefits, and additional funds 
for small businesses, schools, 
child care and vaccine distribu-
tion. 

Under the federal rules for the 
housing assistance funds, eligi-
ble households may receive up 
to 12 months of aid, with an ad-
ditional three months possible if 
the state or municipal agency 
“determines the extra months 
are needed to ensure housing 
stability” and if extra funds are 
available. 

Payment of arrears “that 
could result in eviction of an eli-
gible household is prioritized,” 
under the federal rules. 

The funds may be used to 
bring renters current and then to 

help cover future rent, according 
to the rules. 

Each state will have leeway to 
establish its own rules and appli-
cation process, within the federal 
requirements. 

A portion of the $25 billion in 
federal funds for housing assis-
tance will go to Alaska Native 
and American Indian tribes and 
tribal housing authorities— $800 
million nationwide. The U.S. 
Treasury Department had not 
posted an allocation of that $800 
million as of Jan. 25. 

The rules also allow some of 
the money to be spent on case 
management and other services 
intended to keep people in stable 
housing, but requires that “not 
less than 90% of awarded funds 
must be used for direct financial 
assistance, including rent, rental 
arrears, utilities and home en-
ergy costs … and other expenses 
related to housing.” 

Alaskans can expect to see 
widespread television, radio and 
internet advertising after the 
rules are settled, AHFC Execu-
tive Director Bryan Butcher told 
Alaska legislators on Jan. 18.  

Almost 20% of Alaska renters 
were behind in their payments in 
December, according to the Cen-
ter on Budget and Policy Priori-
ties, a Washington, D.C.-based 
research organization.  

Last summer, AHFC operated 
a small program with $10 million 
in federal CARES Act funds, pro-
viding up to $1,200 in one-time 
payments to assist Alaskans with 
their rent or mortgage payments. 
More than 8,000 households ap-
plied for the aid. This year’s fed-
eral program is limited to renters 
only. 

In addition to the state-oper-
ated program last summer, sev-
eral municipalities around 
Alaska used a portion of their 
federal CARES Act money this 
past fall to provide housing as-
sistance to renters and home-
owners in their communities. 

The cities of Sitka, Soldotna, 
Kenai, Wasilla, Kachemak, 
Palmer and Homer, along with 
the Kenai Peninsula Borough, 
turned to AHFC to operate the 
local programs. 

Federal rules for the 2021 as-
sistance program require that at 
least one member of the house-
hold must be qualified to receive 
unemployment “or has experi-
enced a reduction in household 
income, incurred significant 
costs, or experienced a financial 
hardship due to COVID-19.” 

There will be a household in-
come limit to the program, based 
on the area’s median income, 
and the rental assistance will not 
be available for households al-
ready receiving reduced rent 
through any other state or fed-
eral program. 

In Wrangell, the annual 
household income limit appears 
to fall around $57,000. 

Household income will be de-
termined as either the income for 
2020 or the household’s monthly 
income “at the time of applica-
tion,” such as for applicants who 
worked in 2020 but then lost 
their jobs or income in 2021, ac-
cording to the federal rules. 

“In general, funds will be 
paid directly to landlords,” the 
rules said. “If a landlord does not 
wish to participate, funds may be 
paid directly to the eligible 
household.” 

FOR RENT 

3-BEDROOM, 1 ½ -bath townhouse in 
Wrangell, quiet neighborhood.  $1,200 per 
month plus tax, 1-year lease. Call 907-738-6639. 
(3X1-28p22) 
 

HELP WANTED 

OFFICE MANAGER FOR WRANGELL 
SENTINEL: Advertising sales, circulation 
management, bookkeeping, customer service, 
and writing Wrangell Sentinel weekly history 
feature. Job is three-quarters to full time. Salary 
dependent on experience and skills. Start date 
in February or March 1. Contact Larry Persily, 
paper@alaskan.com, 907-351-8276. (tfndh) 
 

HELP WANTED 

JOHNSON’S BUILDING SUPPLY is looking 
for a part-time yard employee to help with 
customers, freight and deliveries. Work 

schedule: Tuesday through Saturday. Pay 
DOE. Applications can be picked up at 
Johnson’s Building Supply. (2x1-28b36) 
 

BOATS AND MARINE 

IFQS AND FISHING PERMITS, Alaskan 
Quota and Permits LLC, 907-772-4000, 1-888-
347-4437. (tfn1-3b15) 
 

SERVICES 

COPIES: Black and white and color copies up 
to 11x17. Please call to arrange drop-off or 
pick-up since our office is closed to the public. 
Send us your files to print. The Wrangell 
Sentinel, 205 Front St., 874-2301. (tfndh) 
  
FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel. Send or receive 
faxes. Please call to arrange drop-off or pick-
up since our office is closed to the public. Fax 
number 874-2303. (tfndh) 
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The Wrangell Sentinel will publish Wasilla cartoonist Chad Carpenter's "Tundra" comic strip each week.  
He started the cartoon almost 30 years ago, and is now published in almost 650 newspapers worldwide.

CLASSIFIED

Alaskans await opening of new housing assistance program

JUNEAU (AP) - State wildlife officials 
have reported that 68 wolves were taken 
by trappers in 2020 on or near Prince of 
Wales Island. Conservationists had unsuc-
cessfully attempted to block the 21-day 
wolf trapping season from November to 
December. 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
officials had ruled that trapping would 
not pose a danger to the overall wolf pop-
ulation. Conservationists had argued that 
state and federal officials were allowing 

unsustainable killings. 
“If you can catch 68 wolves in three 

weeks,” Schumacher told CoastAlaska 
public radio, “I think that means you still 
have a pretty robust population of 
wolves.” 

Schumaker said last week that state bi-
ologists do not know the exact fall 2020 
population yet, but that he is “pretty con-
fident” there were between 150 to 200 
wolves. 

The state agency released a report in 

fall 2019 estimating there were 316 wolves 
in and around Prince of Wales Island. That 
figure did not include the record 165 
wolves reportedly killed by hunters and 
trappers later that year. 

Conservationists have argued that the 
wolf population near the island is threat-
ened and that some hunters and trappers 
do not report their kills. 

“This level of carnage shows that 
wolves in Southeast Alaska desperately 
need the protections of the Endangered 

Species Act or they’ll become another sta-
tistic in the wildlife extinction crisis,” 
Shaye Wolfe, a staff scientist in Oakland, 
California, wrote in a statement for The 
Center for Biological Diversity. 

Island residents have testified at hear-
ings that the trapping season is warranted 
because too many wolves prey on deer. 

Conservation groups counter that 
decades of commercial development on 
the island’s forests are to blame for thinner 
deer herds. 

Trappers took 68 wolves on Prince of Wales Island

Alaska leads with highest vaccination rate in the country New assembly member

like to be more involved in public service and I 
think my abilities and experience would com-
plement the current assembly.” 

Each assembly member was asked Tuesday 
to offer their nomination between DeBord and 
Dalrymple. Mayor Steve Prysunka explained 
this was done for the sake of fairness and 
transparency. 

While meeting on Zoom, he said, people’s 
responses to calling for motions could be af-
fected by their internet speeds. Someone 
could get the jump on making a nomination 

before another assembly member, just because 
they had faster internet than the other person. 

To counteract that risk, each assembly 
member offered their nominations individu-
ally. All assembly members aside from Ryan 
Howe nominated Dalrymple. Howe nomi-
nated DeBord. When the vote was called, 
however, Dalrymple won unanimous sup-
port. 

“I was kind of torn between the two, so this 
was not an easy decision on my part,” Assem-
bly Member Terry Courson said.  
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