
By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

It was a long night for the 
Wrangell Borough Assembly. 
Beginning with a work session 
to discuss the borough’s federal 
priorities for 2019 at 5:30 p.m. 
last Tuesday evening, the as-
sembly and more dedicated 
members of the public did not 
leave city hall until four hours 
later, at 9:40 p.m. The big issues 
covered in the assembly meet-
ing ranged from proposed 
changes to the code of ordi-
nances to the ongoing power 
supply issues in Wrangell and 
other communities. 

Proposed changes to the 
city’s code of ordinances, per-
taining to new nuisance codes, 
were brought before the assem-
bly for consideration during this 
meeting. The proposed ordi-
nance states that it will be illegal 
to make “unnecessary” noise 
above 90 decibels between the 
hours of 7 a.m. and 8 p.m. on 
weekdays, and 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
on weekends and holidays. The 
proposed ordinance does allow 
for some exemptions. Two ex-
emptions that caused a lot of 
discussion related to power 
tools and boat maintenance. 

Haig Demerjian, Wrangell 
resident, called into the meeting 
to voice his support for the ordi-
nance. However, he did state 

that he felt the exemptions for 
power tools and boat mainte-
nance were “too subjective” as 
they were currently written. He 
asked that the assembly try to 
better define what kinds of 
power tools, and what kind of 
boat maintenance was and was 
not allowed. 

Another member of the pub-
lic who spoke was Scott East-
augh. He said that he was 
Demerjian’s neighbor, and the 
only reason that the assembly 
was currently considering a nui-
sance code at all was because of 
a personal vendetta Demerjian 
holds against him. The tools 
listed in the nuisance code are 
things people could find in any 
shop or garage, he said, and felt 
that the wording of the code 
would essentially ban people 
from working on their personal 
boats in their own garage. He 
could not afford to buy a sepa-
rate piece of property for boat 
maintenance and didn’t have 
the money for a company to do 
it for him, so what options were 
left for him? James Nelson 
spoke up in the meeting, as well, 
to voice similar concerns. 

These concerns caused a lot 
of discussion amongst the as-
sembly. Several assembly mem-
bers said that it was a shame 
that they faced a reality where 
the city had to legislate common 
decency. Mayor Steve Prysunka 
said that everyone had the right 
to make noise and work on their 
own property, but neighbors 
also had a right to peace and 
quiet. The one thing the assem-
bly could agree on was that 
there was no easy answer. Even-
tually, it was agreed to accept 
the first reading of the proposed 
ordinance on the condition that 
it would be workshopped fur-
ther before coming before the 
assembly again. 

Wrangell’s ongoing power is-
sues were also discussed in the 
meeting. Prysunka, also a mem-
ber of the Southeast Alaska 
Power Agency board or direc-
tors, gave a brief explanation on 

what was going on. The cities of 
Wrangell and Petersburg receive 
their power from Tyee Lake. The 
city of Ketchikan, to the south, 
gets their power from Swan 
Lake but has the option to buy 
power from Tyee whenever 
there is enough water to share. 

SEAPA, it was discovered a few 
months ago as the lakes began 
to dry up, that they had over-
sold power to Ketchikan and 
there was not enough water to 
go around. As such, all three 
communities have recently 
switched to diesel power to try 

and conserve what hydropower 
was left, in case of an emer-
gency. He said that he and Bor-
ough Manager Lisa Von Bargen 
would be speaking with SEAPA 
to receive payment back for the 
cost of running the diesel gener-
ators. 

The diesel generators them-
selves posed another challenge, 
as well. Wrangell has four gen-
erators, each capable of generat-
ing two megawatts of power. 
Only two generators are cur-
rently in use. Wrangell is able to 
meet its full power need with all 
the generators, but if a single 
generator should fail it could 
cause rolling blackouts through 
the city. A new generator, to re-
place any broken ones, Pry-
sunka said, could cost Wrangell 
as much as $3 million. 

A solution has presented it-
self, however. Electrical Utilities 
Superintendent Rod Rhoades 
said that the city of Nome has 
two generators that have been 
in storage for the past 10 years. 
They are used, but in good con-
dition, he said. Nome has ap-
proached Wrangell and said 
they are welcome to the genera-
tors, if they want them. The cost 
of getting the generators down 
to Wrangell, refurbishing them, 
and installing them would be 
around $300,000, Rhoades said. 
The assembly was very excited 
about the prospect of getting 
these generators, and voted that 
the city look into getting them 
right away. 

SERVICES 
LAMINATING services up to 
11x17 at the Wrangell Sentinel. 
205 Front St. 874-2301 ……
tfndh 
 
OFFICE SUPPLIES: Come see 
our great selection for office, 
school or home or place an 
order. The Wrangell Sentinel, 
205 Front St. 874-2301 
 
BOATS AND MARINE 
IFQ’S AND FISHING PER-
MITS, Alaskan Quota and Per-
mits LLC, 907-772-4000, 
1-888-347-4437……tfn1-3b15 
  
SERVICES 
COPIES: Black and white and 
color copies up to 11x17. Send 
us your files to print. The 
Wrangell Sentinel, 205 Front 
St. 874-2301……tfndh 

  FAX SERVICES at the Sen-
tinel. Send or receive faxes. 
Fax number 874-2303 ……
tfndh 
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Wrangell Senior 
Apartments 

For persons 62 and over or  
disabled regardless of age: 

Spacious 1-bedroom apartments 
for comfortable living   

Rental Assistance available for 
income eligible residents provided by 

USDA Rural Development.  
This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider. Professionally Managed by  

North Star Management.  
351 BENNETT STREET 

P.O. BOX 1591 
WRANGELL, AK 99929 

907-874-3944 
TDD 1-800-770-8973

A line of PPG Paints™ products are now available  
at Johnson’s Building Supply.   

Primer, Interior and Exterior Paint are available in quart, gallon and 
5 gallon quantities. Stop by Johnson’s and see our new paint & 

color selection today.
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Shoemaker renovationa update
Renovations to Shoemaker Bay Harbor are on schedule de-

spite some delays with receiving floats, according to Wrangell 
Public Facilities Director Amber Al-Haddad. There were some 
issues with the float manufacturer, based in Seattle, getting the 
floats ready and shipped up to Wrangell, she explained. How-
ever, the project is still on track to meet its completion date of 
June 13. 

Al-Haddad said that contractors Tamico Inc. and Rock-N-
Road Construction have several floats installed already, and 
received an additional five floats this week that they will be in-
stalling. Installation of water and sewer lines have also begun, 
she added. Work crews have been working on the concrete 
structure for the harbor’s gangway, but this has been delayed 
due to the cold weather. She said that they are just waiting for 
things to warm up, and that part of the job will be completed 
relatively quickly. The entire cost of the project, she said, is 
$8,427,240.

She's Back! 
Massage Therapist  
SSUSANUSAN  A ALLENLLEN     

Massage for f itness, injury, 
and well being.   
Call Sue direct  

907-388-6981 
to schedule your  
massage today! 

Some insurances accepted.

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The Wrangell Convention 
and Visitor Bureau held a meet-
ing last Thursday, on Feb. 21. 
The bureau’s online presence 
was a big topic of discussion. 
The bureau is working on a new 
website. This has been a big proj-
ect for them for the past several 
months, and is still in the works. 
The new site is designed to show 
off Wrangell and let visitors 
know about the many attrac-
tions the island has to offer, and 
to help tourists plan their trips. 
The site is up and running, but 
the bureau is still working to 
make sure all the links are work-
ing and the information pro-
vided is up-to-date. 

“I get in there when I can and 
do updates, and additions, and 
changes, and stuff like that, but 
there’s still a lot to do,” said 
Wrangell Economic Develop-
ment Director Carol Rushmore. 

Something the bureau wants 
for the website is more photo-
graphs to show off the town. 
They request that members of 
the public who have photo-
graphs they would like to do-
nate to the website get in touch 
with them. Rushmore can be 
reached at (907) 874-2381. 

Another aspect of the bu-
reau’s online presence that was 
brought up was Facebook ads. 
The Wrangell CVB has $1,500 
budgeted for Facebook ads for 
the whole year, Rushmore ex-
plained. So far, about $200 of 
that budget has been spent. 
What Rushmore wanted, she 
said, was some direction on how 
to use the remainder of that 
money. There was some discus-
sion on the cost of advertise-
ments, and how often they 
should be run. Eventually, the 
bureau agreed to spend $100 a 
week on Facebook ads, which 
would take them into the month 

of May. They would decide 
week-by-week what the ads 
should promote. 

“Wrangell By the Numbers” 
was also discussed in the meet-
ing. In previous years, Rain 
Coast Data out of Juneau was 
contracted to put together an 
economic report of the visitor in-
dustry in Wrangell, as well as a 
general overview of Wrangell’s 
economy. The most recent re-
port, completed in 2018, showed 
that tourism was the second 
largest private sector industry 
for Wrangell. Between the sum-
mer months of May and Sep-
tember of 2017, about $4.6 
million was spent. 

The “by the numbers” report 
was brought up again because 
Rushmore said she would like to 
have the report updated this 
year, and have it come out more 
regularly. The bureau decided 
that they would like future re-
ports to look at Wrangell and the 
tourism industry as a whole, but 
they would also like to see some 
reports on the Nolan Center in 
particular. They agreed, after 
some discussion, that they 
would like to see a new report 
this year. Afterwards, they de-
cided to schedule further reports 
every two years. 

Other items covered in the 
meeting included a draft sched-
ule of the upcoming Birdfest, a 
budget update, a discussion of 
concerns of how the governor’s 
proposed cuts to the Alaska Ma-
rine Highway could hurt 
Wrangell, and approval of a pur-
chase of a taxidermied halibut 
for the Nolan Center and for 
Wrangell’s booth at boat shows.

Convention and Visitor Bureau  
approve “Wrangell By the Numbers” plan

RUNNING A BUSINESS
WITHOUT ADVERTISING IS

LIKE RUNNING A MARATHON
WITHOUT SHOES. 

Call the Sentinel to get you
back on track.

874-2301
wrgsent@gmail.com

Nuisance codes, power issues covered in Assembly meeting


