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Alaska is not home to many 
reptiles, according to Joshua 
Ream, cultural anthropologist 
with the Alaska Herpetological 
Society. Alaska is home to some 
marine turtles, as well as garter 
snakes, but not much else.  

On the other hand, he said, 
the state is home to a variety of 
amphibians. From 2010 to 2018, 
Ream has researched the kinds 
of amphibians that can be 
found in Southeast Alaska, par-
ticularly around the Stikine 
River. There has not been much 
research into Alaskan amphib-
ians, he said, so much of this 
work was to help establish 
baseline data for future proj-
ects.  

“We don’t know a lot about 
the amphibians that exist in 
Alaska, very basic data about 
what species, and how many, 
and what their range is, is still 
unknown in most parts of the 
state,” Ream said. “We don’t 
have a lot of long term data to 
know whether or not popula-
tions are changing over time, 
so this is one of the first long 
term programs of monitoring 
amphibians.” 

For a quick biology lesson, 

amphibians are cold blooded 
vertebrates that are similar to 
reptiles, but have several key 
differences. Amphibians lack 
scales, for example, and several 
species are capable of breath-
ing through their skin. They 
often undergo metamorphosis 
from aquatic larva into air-
breathing adults. Frogs are a 
very common example of am-
phibians. 

For his research, Ream, fel-
low researchers, and local vol-
unteers had three main search 
areas. They researched the 
Stikine River itself, Wrangell Is-
land, and Mitkof Island. There 
are five types of amphibians 
that call this area home, he 
said: The Columbia Spotted 
Frog, the Wood Frog, the Bo-
real Toad, the Long-toed Sala-
mander and the 
Rough-skinned Newt.  

Ream said that there was 
supposedly a sixth breed of 
Salamander in Alaska, the 
Northwestern Salamander, that 
was first reported in the 1990s. 
However, he said that they did 
not find any in all of their re-
search, and there have been no 
reported sightings of the 
Northwestern Salamander in 
the area before or since that ini-

tial report. It might have just 
been a mis-reported Long-toed 
Salamander, Ream hypothe-
sized, which is a close cousin of 
the Northwestern Salamander. 

During their research, ac-
cording to Ream’s presenta-
tion, there were a total of 2,555 
specimens found and docu-
mented. This includes individ-
ual animals, but also clumps of 
tadpoles or eggs, he said. The 
large majority of them were 
found in various locations 
around the Stikine River, he 
said, but this may be due to the 
fact that was where they spent 
most of their time looking.  

There were 71 specimens lo-

cated on Wrangell Island, an-
other 29 on Mitkof Island, and 
25 more found in various 
places outside of the three re-
search zones. Compared to the 
other amphibians in Ream’s 
presentation, the Rough-
skinned Newt is very common 
on Wrangell Island. There were 
61 specimens of this salaman-
der found in Wrangell, as well 
as 10 specimens of the Boreal 
Toad. Ream said they did not 
find any other species in 
Wrangell, though Columbia 
Spotted Frogs have been re-
ported in the area. 

Mitkof Island was home to a 
more diverse array of amphib-
ians, research showed. There 
were 15 Rough-skinned Newts, 
11 Columbia Spotted Frogs, 
and one Boreal Toad. Ream 
said that there were two addi-
tional frogs located on Mitkof. 
Due to them escaping before 
close examination, they were 
labelled as “Rana spp.”, which 
he said means that their genus 
is known, but not their species. 

Ream pointed out that there 
were several factors that could 
potentially limit or skew the re-
search. Some factors include 
limited funding and limited 
timespans allowed at some re-
search spots, he said. The 

weather was also a big factor. 
Ream also said that there is al-
ways human error and people 
could just be tired or not pay 
attention and miss an amphib-
ian. 

Ream explained that having 
baseline data about amphib-
ians is important because they 
typically have “boom” and 
“bust” cycles with their popu-
lations. Without a long term set 
of data, however, it would be 
difficult to tell if something is 
happening to a population of 
amphibians outside of the 
norm. Should a species of am-
phibians suddenly start to dis-
appear outside of the normal 
cycle, he said, it could be a 
good indicator that there is a 
wider problem with the 
ecosystem in that area. 

“Amphibians are also great 
indicators of biological health,” 
he said. “So when something 
starts to affect the environ-
ment, especially water quality 
contaminants, it usually affects 
amphibians first.” 

Ream said that the research 
will be published in the next 
edition of the scientific journal 
“Northwestern Naturalist,” 
which he said will be coming 
out within the next six months.

March 18, 2019 
Two agency assists. 
Control burn. 
Agency assist: DOT. 
 
March 19, 2019 
Reckless driver. 
Welfare check. 
Domestic: Verbal only. 

 
March 20, 2019 
Citizen assist: Vehicle un-

locked. 
Security check. 
Trespass. 
Citation issued: Opal 

Wilsey, 47. Dog at large. 
 
March 21, 2019 
Agency assist: AICS. 
Catering permit. 
Paper service: DVO denial. 
Welfare check. 
Report of theft. 
Agency assist. 
 
March 22, 2019 
Citation issued: Tyla Nel-

son. Dog at large. 
Reckless driving. 
 
March 23, 2019 
Two agency assists. 
Found property. 
Courtesy transport.  
 
There were two ambulance 

calls and two dog complaints 
this week.  

SERVICES 
LAMINATING services up to 
11x17 at the Wrangell Sentinel. 
205 Front St. 874-2301 ……
tfndh 
 

OFFICE SUPPLIES: Come see 
our great selection for office, 
school or home or place an 
order. The Wrangell Sentinel, 
205 Front St. 874-2301 
 

JOBS 
WRANGELL PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS, is accepting appli-
cations for the 2018-2019 
school year. K-12 School Coun-
selor: the counselor is respon-
sible for data collection related 
to social, emotional and per-
sonal counseling and guidance 
for students assigned. Valid 
Alaskan Type C Special Serv-
ices Certificate required, with 
an endorsement as Counselor. 
Alaskan Type A Teaching Cer-
tificate preferred. At least one 
year demonstrated successful 
educational counseling experi-
ence preferred. Responsibili-
ties: maintain competency in 
areas of certification and as-
signment, provide for counsel-
ing opportunities and a 
planned sequence of career 
guidance activities for stu-
dents, provide consulting serv-
ice to the teachers, 
administrator and parents, 
provide information and rec-
ommendations for education 
and career placement, and to 
make health, psychological 
and legal referrals, share in the 
facilitation of district wide 
testing program to include 
statewide assessments and 
MAP testing, assessments and 
surveys including administra-
tion, information, interpreta-

tion, staff training and evalua-
tion of results, strive for har-
monious and cooperative 
relationships with staff, stu-
dents, parents and community, 
and encourage community 
participation, maintain a posi-
tive image, and develop con-
tacts in the community. For 
more information and a de-
tailed job description, please 
contact the district office at 
907-874-2347. It is Wrangell 
Public School District’s policy 
to not discriminate on the basis 
of age, race, color, national ori-
gin, sex or disability……2x3-
28b203 
 
BOATS AND MARINE 
IFQ’S AND FISHING PER-
MITS, Alaskan Quota and Per-
mits LLC, 907-772-4000, 
1-888-347-4437……tfn1-3b15 
  
SERVICES 
COPIES: Black and white and 
color copies up to 11x17. Send 
us your files to print. The 
Wrangell Sentinel, 205 Front 
St. 874-2301……tfndh 
  
FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel. 
Send or receive faxes. Fax 
number 874-2303 ……tfndh 
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For NOTARY SEALS, 
LABELS, RUBBER STAMPS 

Call The Sentinel 
(907) 874-2301

Be the first to know who’s hiring at 
www.wrangellsentinel.com

In Print 
& Online 
Weekly

We’ll Help You  
Target the Best  
Local Opportunities!

Job 
Hunting?

Address: P.O. Box 798, Wrangell, Alaska  99929   •    Phone: (907) 874-2301 
Email: wrgsent@gmail.com   •   Website: www.wrangellsentinel.com

Brought to you by

Successful 
Garage
Sales

…Always begin with an ad
in The Wrangell Sentinel.
Attract a crowd to your
next garage sale by placing
an ad in advance of your
garage sale.

Drop by the office.
We’ll even help you word
the ad should you desire
assistance.

P.O. Box 798 • 205 Front St.
Wrangell, AK 99929

PH: 874-2301 • FAX: 874-2303
EMAIL: wrgsent@gmail.com

Police report

Amphibians of 
the Stikine area
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