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Sentinel writer 

The Wrangell Borough As-
sembly recognized the Lady 
Wolves high school basketball 
team during their meeting on 
Tuesday evening for their hard 
work over the recent season. 
Mayor Steve Prysunka, in 
reading a proclamation con-
gratulating the team, pointed 
out that the Lady Wolves took 
first place in regionals, defeat-
ing Metlakatla, for the first 
time in 25 years, and that nu-
merous team members had re-
ceived several awards and 
accolades over the course of 
the season. 

“I, Stephen Prysunka, 
mayor of the City and Borough 
of Wrangell, Alaska, on behalf 
of the citizens of the City and 
Borough of Wrangell congrat-
ulate these fine athletes for 
their achievement and sports-
manship and commend them 
on their representation of the 
community of Wrangell,” Pry-
sunka read from the proclama-
tion. 

After recognizing the Lady 
Wolves, the assembly also got 
to meet Leatha Merculieff, the 
new CEO of the Wrangell 
Medical Center. She was intro-
duced by Dan Neumeister, 
who is the senior executive 
vice president of the Southeast 
Alaska Regional Health Con-
sortium. 

“We’re just very excited 
about her joining Wrangell,” 
he said. “Leatha has been in 
the healthcare business for a 
little over 20 years, and I’ve 
had the pleasure of working 

with her for about 10, and 
she’s been with SEARHC for 
the last four years. Leatha just 
comes to us with a new logisti-
cal state, just a breath of fresh 
air, a lot of enthusiasm and a 
passion for healthcare.” 

Merculieff joined SEARHC 
in 2015 as the vice president of 
executive administration. In a 
previous interview with the 
Wrangell Sentinel, Merculieff 
said that a large part of her ca-
reer has been devoted to im-
proving patient experience, 
which is something that she 
hopes to bring with her to her 
new position in Wrangell.  
She will officially be taking 
over as hospital CEO on April 
12. Among her priorities com-
ing into the job, she said, will 
be overseeing construction of 
the new hospital, merging hos-
pital and AICS staff together to 
prepare for the new facility, 
and looking for ways to im-
prove patient experience in 
Wrangell. 

“My contract has not even 
officially started yet but I  
already feel like I’m already 
entrenched in Wrangell,” she 
said. “The paper’s covered me, 
you have my bio, I’m not even 
sure what’s left to tell you 
about myself. I’m very  
excited to be moving to 
Wrangell.” 

Merculieff also gave the as-
sembly an update on the con-
struction of the new hospital, 
which will be located on Wood 
Street next to the AICS clinic. 
Preparation work at the con-
struction site has already 
begun, she said, and they are 

hoping to hold a groundbreak-
ing ceremony sometime in 
early May. Construction is 
scheduled to be completed, 
and the new hospital open to 
new residents, by January of 
2021. She also gave the assem-
bly a “tour” through the new 
hospital via virtual renderings 
of what the inside and outside 
of the hospital is designed to 
look like. 

The assembly also accepted 
$1,250 in donations to assist 
the Irene Ingle Public Library 
in a project to digitize archives 
of old newspapers. The library, 
which stores various old news-
papers, has been wanting to 
digitize its archives for quite 
some time. Among the news-
papers in the library’s archives 
include old copies of the 
Stikine River Journal, the Fort 
Wrangell News, and the 
Wrangell Sentinel. 

Ron and Anne Loesch, own-
ers of the Wrangell Sentinel 

and the Petersburg Pilot, have 
been running free ads on a 
semi-regular basis, asking for 
donations to help with this 
project. Anne said that they 
first heard about the library’s 
desire to digitize their newspa-
per archives last June. 

One donation, in the 
amount of $1,000, came from 
the Williams Family Trust. 
Cindy Kilpatrick also made a 
donation of $250. The library 
has also reportedly applied for 
a grant from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services 
worth $8,250. Should they get 
this grant, the digitizing proj-

ect could be complete by July 
of 2020. 

Other items covered in the 
meeting included various 
amendments to the Financial 
Year 2019 budget, approval of 
the purchase of a containerized 
generator from CalPower at 
the total cost of $135,000, and 
approval to send various 
delinquent accounts with the 
city to a collection agency. It 
was also brought up in the 
meeting that Congressman 
Don Young will be in Wrangell 
next Monday to hold an infor-
mal work session with the as-
sembly.

zSERVICES 
LAMINATING services up to 
11x17 at the Wrangell Sentinel. 
205 Front St. 874-2301 ……
tfndh 
 
OFFICE SUPPLIES: Come see 
our great selection for office, 
school or home or place an 
order. The Wrangell Sentinel, 
205 Front St. 874-2301 
 
JOBS 
ALASKA HOUSING FI-
NANCE CORPORATION 
(AHFC) WRANGELL, is hiring 
a Temporary Summer Student 
Aide. Pay is $13.08 hr. The tem-
porary student hire program 
provides job opportunities to 
youth ages 16-22. Students per-
form or assist in performing a 
broad range of unskilled 
grounds keeping, 
apartment/building mainte-
nance or office work. Must be at 
least 16 years old and a contin-
uing student. Must provide 
proof of student status. Obtain 
a job description and online ap-
plication at www.ahfc.us. An 
AHFC application must be sub-
mitted for each position (a re-
sume may be attached). 
Application must be received 
by 5:00 p.m. April 15, 2019. Pub-
lic Housing Residents are en-
couraged to apply. AHFC is an 
equal opportunity employer…
…2x4-18b110 
 
WRANGELL PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS is accepting applica-
tions for the following positions 
for the 2019-2020 school year: 
K-12 Fine Arts Teacher: This is a 
full-time teaching position pro-
viding a K-12 art program. The 
applicant must have the ability 
to develop an appreciation of 
art in every student so that 
every student recognizes their 
own creativity to express them-
selves and enhance their envi-
ronment. A current Alaska 
Teaching certificate with the ap-
propriate endorsements in Art 
is required. Multiple endorse-
ments are preferred. For more 
information and a detailed job 
description, please contact the 
Wrangell Public Schools District 
Office at 907-874-2347. Position: 
Open until filled. It is Wrangell 
Public School District’s policy 
to not discriminate on the basis 
of age, race, color, national ori-
gin, sex or disability……2x4-
18b121 
 
BOATS AND MARINE 
IFQ’S AND FISHING PER-
MITS, Alaskan Quota and Per-
mits LLC, 907-772-4000, 
1-888-347-4437……tfn1-3b15 
  
SERVICES 
COPIES: Black and white and 
color copies up to 11x17. Send 
us your files to print. The 
Wrangell Sentinel, 205 Front St. 
874-2301……tfndh 
  
FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel. 
Send or receive faxes. Fax num-
ber 874-2303 ……tfndh
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Police report

Basketball team, new hospital 
CEO, library digitizing project 
covered in assembly meeting

The Wrangell Lady Wolves were recognized for their accomplishments and hard work over the past 
season by the borough assembly Tuesday evening, April 9. The coaches and players all received a 
copy of a proclamation read by Mayor Steve Prysunka, as well as homemade cupcakes made by 
Aleisha Mollen.
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April 1, 2019 
MVA: Harbor electrical box damaged. 
Civil issue. 
Four subpoenas served. 
April 2, 2019 
Agency assist: Abandoned vehicle. 
Citizen report of possible DUI. 
Trespass. 
Agency assist: DOT. 
April 3, 2019 
Welfare check. 
Hit & run. 
Intoxicated person. 
Traffic stop: Verbal warning for improper illumination of li-

cense plate. 
April 4, 2019 
Suspicious smell. 
Four subpoenas served. 
Failure to register as a sex offender. 
April 5, 2019 
Traffic stop: Verbal warning for obstructed license plate. 
Parking complaint. 
Agency assist: Paper service. 
Welfare check. 
Citizen assist: Vehicle unlocked. 
Harassing phone calls: Child playing on the phone; parent 

will deal with the issue. 
Subpoena service. 
April 6, 2019 
Noise complaint: Music too loud. 
Citation issued: Andrew Twyford, 19. Driving while license 

suspended. 
Citizen assist: Unlock home. 
Illegal burning: Burning household garbage. 
Civil issue. 
Emotionally Disturbed Person. 
Report of criminal trespass in the 2nd degree: Theft. 
Report of criminal trespass. 
Suspicious person. 
April 7, 2019 
Courtesy ride. 
Subpoenas served. 
Civil matter. 
Family disturbance. 
Disorderly conduct. 
Parking lot complaint: Unfounded.  
 
There was one ambulance call and two dog complaints this 

week. 

http://www.ahfc.us

