
By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

Sixteen students from Laura 
Davies’ fifth grade class came 
together at the Nolan Center 
last Tuesday evening, May 21, 
to read persuasive speeches 
they had spent the past month 
working on. Communication 
and learning how to formulate 
and defend opinions is an im-
portant part of her classroom, 
Davies said in a previous inter-
view.  

Each of her students were 
tasked with creating a persua-
sive speech, on a topic of their 
choice, and give an in-class 
presentation. She also allowed 
the kids to volunteer to give 
public presentations, to the 
wider public, for extra credit. 
This was the first time her class was giving a public presenta-

tion, she said. Wrangell School 
District’s Technology Director 
Matt Gore said that the event 
also had the distinction of being 
the district’s first ever off-site 
livestream. Before the speeches 
began, Davies asked the audi-
ence to be respectful of every-
one speaking that night. 

“You might not all agree 
with what they’re persuading 
tonight, but that’s the fun in it,” 
she said. “They have to try to 
convince you of their point, and 

that was the hard part for them 
to try to back up what they 
were saying with evidence, and 
stories, and facts. We worked on 
these for about three weeks, 
and we’ve been practicing them 
for a solid week.” 

Several of the students chose 
light hearted topics, such as 
Clara Edens on why one should 
get a dog, or Dayne Pritchett on 
why reading was important. 
They all gave good evidence for 
their beliefs, demonstrating the 
hard work they had put into 
their research. Edens said that 
dogs help their owners exercise 
more, and generally keep them 
in a better mood. Pritchett ex-
plained that reading was great 
mental exercise, and could ex-
pand the reader’s vocabulary. 

Other students chose much 
more mature topics for their 
persuasive speeches. Katelynn 
Gillen talked about the history 

and importance of women’s 
rights.  

“Imagine a world without 
women’s rights,” Gillen said. 
“Think of the women in your 
family: Your mother, your 
daughter, or your sister. Would-
n’t you want them to have 
equal rights?” 

Phebe Garcia and Shailyn 
Nelson spoke about combating 
child abuse and animal abuse, 
respectively. Boomchain Loucks 
talked about banning plastic 
bags, and how it would help the 
environment, while Shelton 
Ecklund gave a topical speech 
on the need to save the Alaska 
Marine Highway. 

Two speeches, at the begin-
ning of the evening, were 
pointed out by Davies to be 
rather opposing views. Lee Bal-
ansag gave a speech on why the 
school district should consider 
implementing VR Chat, a mul-

tiplayer virtual reality game, 
into its classrooms. 

“First, it can help shy people 
come out of their shell,” he said. 
“Second, it can help develop 
good digital citizenship. Last, it 
can be a good incentive.” 

Meanwhile, Ben Houser’s 
speech was about the exact op-
posite of virtual reality: It was 
on the importance of getting 
outside and exercising. Besides 
the obvious perks of exercise, 
such as physical health, Houser 
pointed out other ways getting 
outside can be beneficial. It is 
good for one’s mental health 
and social life, too. 

“You might not be so angry, 
and stuff, and you can just 
spend time with your family 
and friends,” he said. 

At the end of the evening, 
Davies thanked everybody for 
coming out and listening to her 
students. A full list of the stu-
dents and the topics of their 
persuasive speeches is as fol-
lows: Lee Balansag - VR Chat. 
Katelynn Gillen - Women’s 
rights. Ben Houser - Get out-
side. Brody Knecht - Popula-
tion control of marine 
mammals. Paige Hoyt - Be 
grateful. Boomchain Loucks - 
Ban plastic bags. Tyra Meissner 
- Music. Christina Johnson - 
Have good sportsmanship. 
Shailyn Nelson - Don’t abuse 
animals. Tim Pearson - Improve 
hand-eye coordination. Dayne 
Pritchett - Reading. Shelton Ek-
lund - Save the Alaska Marine 
Highway.  Devaun Campbell - 
Say no to drugs. Ian Maleski - 
Learn first aid. Clara Edens - 
Get a dog. Phebe Garcia - Stop 
child abuse.

May 20, 2019 
Alarm. 
Road closure. 
Criminal mischief. 
Traffic-parking: Citation is-

sued to George Stoican. 
Welfare check. 
Traffic stop: Citations issued to 

George Stoican. Proof of insur-
ance and driver’s license viola-
tion. 

May 21, 2019 
Two subpoenas. 
Agency assist. 
Indecent exposure: Report of 

woman urinating on City Hall’s 
lawn, UTL. 

Two summons services. 
May 22, 2019 
Summons service. 
Traffic stop: Citations issued to 

Andrew Twyford, 19. Failure to 
provide proof of insurance and 
driving with a suspended license. 

May 23, 2019 
Agency assist: AST. 
Citizen assist: Motor vehicle 

accident. 
Loud music. 
May 24, 2019 
Criminal mischief. 
Agency assist: Search and res-

cue. 
Two subpoena services. 
Traffic complaint. 
Welfare check: Person was 

fine. 
May 25, 2019 
Traffic: Verbal warning for 

driving habits. 

Agency assist. 
Traffic complaint. 
Agency assist: AP&T. 
Traffic: Complaint of speed-

ing. 
Theft: Under investigation. 
DV assault: Under investiga-

tion.  
Traffic stop: Verbal warning 

for no headlights. 
Civil matter. 
Traffic stop: Verbal warning 

for bright lights. 
Traffic stop: Verbal warning 

for no headlights. 
Noise complaint. 
May 26, 2019 
Criminal trespass. 
Welfare check. 
 
There were four ambulance 

calls and four dog complaints this 
week. 
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CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT  

HARBOR  
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  

The Wrangell Harbor Department will accept applications for the position of Administrative  
Assistant through June 5, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. This is a permanent position with all City & Borough 
benefits, and is part of the IBEW collective bargaining agreement.  

This position provides comprehensive administrative and accounting support to the Harbor  
Department. The Harbor Administrative Assistant plays a critical role in serving as one of the Harbor 
Department’s primary interfaces with the public.  

Applicant must be able to maintain records, process forms, and operate a personal computer with 
standard and customized software applications. Requires strong math skills and a general understanding 
of accounting principles to keep track of accounts, perform banking, and handle other transactions. 
Must be able to deal with a wide range of people, including situations in which individuals may be 
upset. Must be able to perform a variety of tasks with accuracy under the pressure of time-sensitive 
deadlines.  

A High School Diploma or GED and office-related experience is required. A background knowledge 
of waterfront activities and vessels is desirable. Must have a valid Alaska driver’s license or the ability 
to obtain one.  

Applications and job descriptions may be obtained and returned to Wrangell City Hall, 205 Brueger 
Street (P.O. Box 531), Wrangell, AK 99929 or via email to amollen@wrangell.com. Pay for this position 
starts at $20.26 per hour DOE.  

The City and Borough of Wrangell is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer. 
Lisa Von Bargen  

Borough Manager 
Publish: May 30, 2019 
 

Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority 
Trust Land Office 

Notice under 11 AAC 99.050 of 
General Permit and Inconsistency Determination  

of Generally Allowed Uses on Trust Land 
TLO Project # 2019-171  

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to the provisions of AS 38.05.801 and 11 AAC 99, the Executive 
Director of the Alaska Mental Health Trust Land Office (TLO) has determined that it is in the best interest 
of the Alaska Mental Health Trust and its beneficiaries  to deem the application of Generally Allowed 
Uses under 11 AAC 96.020(a)(1)(D) - (G); 11 AAC 96.020(a)(2); 11 AAC 96.020(a)(3)(D)–(G); 11 AAC 
96.020(a)(4)(A), (C),&(D); and 11 AAC 96.020(a)(5)(E) inconsistent with Trust management principles. 
The basis for this determination is explained in a written best interest decision prepared by the Executive 
Director pursuant to 11 AAC 99.040.  

This decision applies to all Trust land located in Alaska.   
Persons who believe that the written decision should be altered because it is not in the best interests 

of the Trust or its beneficiaries, or because the decision is inconsistent with Trust management principles 
set out in 11 AAC 99.020, or any other provision of 11 AAC 99, must provide written comments on or 
before 4:30 PM, June 24, 2019. Comments should be submitted to the TLO at 2600 Cordova Street, 
Suite 100, Anchorage, AK  99503, or by fax (907) 269-8905 or email mhtlo@alaska.gov. Following 
the comment deadline, the Executive Director will consider timely comments that question the decision 
on the basis of the best interest of the Alaska Mental Health Trust and its beneficiaries or inconsistency 
with 11 AAC 99, and the best interest decision may be changed in response to such written comments or 
other information. Commenting parties will be provided a copy of the final best interest decision after 
the end of the notice period.  

To be eligible to file for reconsideration of the best interest decision, or to file a subsequent appeal to 
the Superior Court, a person must have submitted written comments during the notice period. Eligible 
persons will have twenty (20) calendar days after published notice of or receipt of the final written decision 
to request that the Executive Director reconsider the decision under 11 AAC 99.060(b).  

Copies of the written decision are available at the Trust Land Office, or at  
https://alaskamentalhealthtrust.org/trust-land-office/.  If you have any questions concerning this action, 
please contact the Trust Land Office at (907) 269-8658.  

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Alaska Mental Health Trust is prepared 
to accommodate individuals with disabilities. Please contact the Trust Land Office at (907) 269-8658 for 
assistance. Requests for assistance must be received at least 96 hours prior to the comment deadline in 
order to ensure that any necessary accommodations can be provided.  

The Executive Director of the TLO reserves the right to waive technical defects in this notice or to 
amend, postpone, or vacate the best interest decision. 

Wyn Menefee 
Executive Director 

Published: May 30, 2019

Date: 5/20/19
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Wrangell Public Housing  
Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC) is currently accepting applications for 

smoke-free quality 2-br ($700+elec.) and 3-br ($800+elec.) units at Etolin Heights.  
1. Subsidized rent for families who meet low and very-low federal income guidelines.  
2. Units are also available with no income restrictions or limitations. 
3. Applications can be found at the following locations: 
b.Online at https://www.ahfc.us/application/files/5415/2770/7773/WrangellPH_060118.pdf 
Scroll through the pages.  
    c. The Wrangell housing office is located at 730 Zimovia Hwy #A2.  
See AHFC’s website at https://www.ahfc.us/publichousing for complete instructions,  

eligibility requirements, and application submission details. Applicants with questions 
may call the Wrangell housing office at 907-874-3018 or send an email to gwood@ahfc.us.  
AHFC complies with all Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity nondiscrimination laws. 
Published: May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, June 6, 13 and 20, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc., 

(SSRAA), is soliciting bids from interested parties to conduct  
rearing operations for the spring of 2020 season at its McLean Arm 
rearing site located in southern Southeast Alaska. Bids will be  
accepted until June 1, 2019 at 4:00 pm. For more information go 
to www.ssraa.org or call 225-9605. 
Published: March 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 
23 and 30, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc., 

(SSRAA), is soliciting bids from interested parties to conduct 
transport operations for the spring of 2020 season to tender live 
fry from SSRAA hatcheries to SSRAA remote release sites located 
in southern Southeast Alaska. Bids will be accepted until June 1, 
2019 at 4:00 pm. For more information go to www.ssraa.org or 
call 225-9605. 
Published: March 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 
23 and 30, 2019

Love Reading Old Wrangell Sentinel Newspapers?

Irene Ingle Public Library 
is accepting donations to digitally 

archive old issues of  
the Wrangell Sentinel. 

 
Why should you care? 

- GENEALOGICAL SEARCHES 
- HISTORIC RESEARCH 

 
Donations can be sent to:  

Irene Ingle Public Library,  
PO Box 679, Wrangell, AK 99929

Ad space donated by the Wrangell Sentinel

Police report

Susan Erickson
Petersburg Wrangell Insurance Center
220 Front St.,Wrangell, AK 99929
inquiry@p-wins.com

I can help you make sure your
coverage is up-to-date. Call me today.

907-874-2358

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company,
Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company. Northbrook, Illinois © 2012 Allstate Insurance

Fifth graders give persuasive speeches at Nolan Center
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Members of Laura Davies’ fifth grade class gave a public presentation of persuasive speeches last 
week, on May 21. Pictured here (left to right, starting in the front row) is Katelyn Gillen, Brody 
Knect, Boomchain Loucks, Tyra Meissner, Christina Johnson, Ben Houser, Devaun Campbell, 
Dayne Pritchett, Lee Balansag, Ian Maleski, Shelton Eklund, Laura Davies, Phebe Garcia, Paige 
Hoyt, Clara Edens, and Shaylin Nelson. 
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