
consisting of 40 lots was ap-
proved by the Commission,” 
Rushmore wrote in the backup 
for Tuesday’s meeting.  “Due to 
the cost of development, the 
subdivision has now been bro-
ken down into two phases to 
manage the development costs. 
This preliminary plat represents 
Phase 1 development.” 

The first phase represents 22 
of the proposed 40 lots. Rush-
more said cost estimates are still 
ongoing, however a rough num-
ber puts development costs be-
tween $1.4 million and $2 

million. 
The money would pay for 

clearing the property, putting in 
sewer and water lines, building 
gravel roads and culverts. It 
could potentially also include 
paved roads and sidewalks, 
Rushmore said, adding there is 
still a lot that needs to be done 
to more accurately determine 
costs and potential future rev-
enue from selling the lots. 

“I would expect that within 
the next month or so the esti-
mated development costs will 
be as close as they can be for 
now,” Rushmore wrote in an 

email. “We are waiting on the 
(Army) Corps of Engineers per-
mit for fill for the roads/utilities 
to be approved,” she said, 
adding that the permit applica-
tion is out for public notice. 

Since the project would in-
clude filling in some wetlands, 
the borough is waiting for the 
Army Corps to determine the 
required compensation for that 
action. 

A Corps of Engineers permit 
is required for development on 
wetlands, which includes the 
land developer compensating 
for filling in the wetland by pay-

ing into a mitigation bank. The 
amount depends on a variety of 
factors, Rushmore said, such as 
value of the wetland and how 
much land is being filled. 

The eventual sales prices for 
the lots will depend on a profes-
sional appraisal of the prop-
erty’s value. “We are getting the 
lots appraised, but that may not 
be done before the end of July,” 
Rushmore said. 

The lots vary in size between 
17,000 to 41,000 square feet, and 
would all be zoned for residen-
tial construction. Commercial 
zoning is being kept to the 
southern end of the property. 

The Wrangell Cooperative 
Association, the local tribal or-
ganization, is working on a new 
name for the subdivision “as 
part of the healing process of 
past memories and the coopera-
tive effort to develop the land,” 
according to the material pre-
sented to the planning and zon-
ing commission. 

There was little discussion at 
Tuesday’s meeting on this item. 
Following a summary by Rush-
more, the commissioners unan-
imously voted to accept the 
preliminary plat. Commission-
ers Don McConachie and Apryl 
Hutchinson were absent. 

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

In an effort to reduce waste 
and provide good soil for gar-
dens, the Wrangell Cooperative 
Association is encouraging peo-
ple to bring their compostable 
waste to the community garden, 
out by City Park. The WCA took 
over the composting project 
about a year ago, but due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic things got 
put on hold. 

“In 2018 Chris Hatton (of 
WCA) completed a solid waste 
assessment, and in those find-
ings she discovered that 40% of 
our waste that is being shipped 
is compostable,” said Kim 
Wickman, with the WCA. “We 
had big plans, then COVID hap-
pened. So things got delayed a 
bit.” 

Wickman said the commu-
nity composting program is 
easy to use. People need to 
gather their “greens” (such as 
fruits, vegetables or coffee 
grounds) and “browns” (such 
as shredded paper or card-
board, straw or fall leaves) and 

add them to the compost bin la-
beled “Add” at the community 
garden. 

For every one container of 
greens, people need to add three 
equal containers of browns to 
the mix, Wickman said. 

There are also some items 
that should not be added to the 
compost. 

“We ask that people not de-
posit any meat, fats, breads or 
potatoes,” she said. “Store-
bought potatoes can carry dif-
ferent types of funguses … 
which can cause your soil to at-
tack your potatoes for years and 
years to come.” 

For the foreseeable future, 
Wickman said the Cooperative 
Association is going to use the 
compost to help revitalize the 
community garden. This will 
take about a year, she estimated. 
Afterward, they plan to start 
bagging up the compost and ei-
ther giving it away or selling it 
at a minimal price. 

Anyone with questions on 
composting can contact the 
WCA at 874-4304. 

FREE 
SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS, 
two Ubiquiti ceiling-mounted 
video cameras and network 
video recorder. No cables. Free. 
Available at the Sentinel office. 
Call 874-2301, ask for Amber. 

 
HELP WANTED 

ROBERTS CONSTRUCTION is 
looking for carpenters and 
laborers.  Pay DOE $25-$45 an 
hour. Call Doug at 425-785-
9283. 
 

HELP WANTED 
OBI Seafoods in Petersburg is 
looking for employees for 
summer salmon season. We 
have some early spots as well. 
Call Lori or Martha at 907-772-
4294 for details.  
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Remembrance for Sig and Helen Decker
Friends, family and community members came out to City Park and the Wrangell Mariners’ Memorial last Saturday evening for a Celebration of Life for Sig 
and Helen Decker, who died July 27 in a car accident in Petersburg. People were invited to a potluck at the park to enjoy friendship and music, and to share 
stories about the Deckers. Later in the evening, people moved to the nearby Mariners’ Memorial (above), followed by the scattering of Sig and Helen’s ashes.

Composting resumes 
at community garden

Continued from page 1
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