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The Wrangell Borough Assembly gave a second 
reading of the proposed FY 2020 budget during their 
meeting on Tuesday, June 11. This year’s budget sea-
son has been a challenge for local governments across 
the state, thanks in part to an ongoing battle over the 
state budget in the Alaska legislature. City govern-
ments and school boards are all looking at financial 
challenges in the near future, and Wrangell is no ex-
ception.  

The proposed budget for the borough has revenues 
set at about $16.62 million, while expenditures are set 
at about $20.12 million. Wrangell has an expected $27 
million in reserve for 2019-2020. Of these reserves, 
about $5.95 million is “unrestricted,” according to a 
summary of funds attached to the meeting’s agenda 
packet. This means that the borough can spend this 
money as they deem fit. The remaining money is re-
stricted by charters, ordinances, resolutions, or a vote 
by the Wrangell public.  

The borough is deficit spending in several cate-
gories, according to the summary of funds. The resi-
dential construction fund, for example, is expected to 
bring in $34,600 while also spending $68,500. Wrangell 
Municipal Light and Power will also dip into the red 
this year, requiring reserve spending. They will be 
spending about $5.29 million while bringing in $4.36 
million. 

The assembly also approved a resolution to levy a 
general property tax for school and municipal pur-
poses for the 2019 tax year. The resolution sets the mill 
levy across all three of Wrangell’s different tax zones. 
The mill rate in the Wrangell Service Area has been set 
at 12.75, and at 4 for areas outside of the service area 
and within the differential tax zone. The mill levy is 
the tax rate that is applied to the value of a property, 
and is basically a percentage. According to a chart in 
the meeting’s agenda packet, there is a total of $137 
million in taxable property value within the Wrangell 
Service Area. At a levy rate of 12.75, or 12.75 percent, 
this would bring in about $1.75 million in taxes. The 
total value of property in the borough was valued at 
about $149 million, after exemptions were subtracted. 
The estimated total property tax revenue this year, for 
FY 2020, is set at about $1.82 million. This is about 

$43,330 more in property tax from last year, according 
to the packet. 

During the meeting, the assembly also approved of 
a proposition to repeal section 3-9 of the Wrangell 
home rule charter. This is a housekeeping matter, ac-
cording to the agenda packet, as section 3-9 deals with 
the Wrangell Medical Center, which is now under 
SEARHC control and not the borough’s. The proposi-
tion will come before the public for a vote in October, 
pending its final approval by the assembly.  

The assembly also took time during the meeting to 
introduce themselves to Officer Jay Huerta, a new 
member of the Wrangell Police Department.  

It was also announced during the meeting that, due 
to scheduling conflicts, the planned town hall meeting 
on the city’s conservation efforts on Wednesday, June 
12, had been postponed. It will be rescheduled in the 
next few weeks, though a date has not been set at this 

time. 
Mayor Steve Prysunka and Borough Manager Lisa 

Von Bargen added that Wrangell’s water situation had 
begun to improve. Thanks to recent rain and local con-
servation efforts, the reservoirs were beginning to refill 
and water consumption had lowered by about 100 gal-
lons per minute. However, they both reiterated that 
Wrangell was not out of the woods yet. With crab sea-
son beginning soon, the upcoming Fourth of July cel-
ebrations, and a forecast of drier-than-normal weather, 
demands on the water supply are only going to in-
crease. Conservation remains a high priority, they said. 
The city will be under a Stage I water watch until fur-
ther notice. 

Before adjourning, the assembly held an executive 
session to discuss upcoming negotiations between the 
borough and the International Brotherhood of Electri-
cal Workers Union.

June 3, 2019 
Animal complaint: Dog killing chickens. 
Traffic complaint. 
Report of assault. 
Traffic stop: Verbal warning for driving habits. 
June 4, 2019 
Parking complaint. 
Traffic stop: Verbal warning for driving habits. 
Violating conditions of release: Unfounded. 
Disturbance: Unfounded. 
June 5, 2019 
Motor vehicle accident. 
Found property. 
June 6, 2019 
Suspicious circumstance. 
Parking complaint. 
Civil matter. 
Fireworks. 
June 7, 2019 
Agency assist: Line crew. 
Agency assist: Wrangell Medical Center. 
Suspicious person. 
Agency assist: Public works. 
Agency assist: Public works, person has no water. 
Agency assist: TSA. 
Suspicious circumstance. 
June 8, 2019 
Citation issued: Sylvia Ettefagh, 59. Time limit parking. 
Summons service. 
86’d letter served. 
Disturbance: People partying in the storage shed. 
Security check. 
Agency assist: Subpoena service. 
June 9, 2019 
Disturbance: Verbal warning to keep it down. 
Unattended bag: Bag was returned to its owner. 
 
There were five dog complaints and one ambulance call this 

week. 

SERVICES 
LAMINATING services up to 
11x17 at the Wrangell Sentinel. 
205 Front St. 874-2301 ……
tfndh 
 
OFFICE SUPPLIES: Come see 
our great selection for office, 
school or home or place an 
order. The Wrangell Sentinel, 
205 Front St. 874-2301 
 
JOBS 
THE PETERSBURG POLICE 
DEPARTMENT has an opening 
for a permanent full-time,  
40 hours per week, Dis-

patcher/Corrections Officer 
with a starting wage of $18.80 
per hour increasing to $20.89 
after one year of employment 
Applicants must be available to 
work all shifts (day shift, swing 
shift, and graveyard shift), hol-
idays and weekends, and be 
able to attend out of town  
training.   A complete job  
description, employment  
application, and F3 application 
can be obtained from the Bor-
ough’s website at www.ci.pe-
tersburg.ak.us.   Applications 
will be accepted at the front 
desk of the Borough office, 12 

South Nordic Avenue, mailed to 
P.O. Box 329, Petersburg, AK 
99833, or emailed 
to Daikins@petersburgak.gov u
ntil position is filled……2x6-
13b110 
 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH em-
ployment opportunities!  
Positions are open until filled. 
Program Coordinator  
– Parks and Recreation.  
Dispatcher 1 – Police Depart-
ment. Utility Worker or Laborer 
– Public Works. Permanent On-
call Resident Assistant – MVM. 
Permanent On-call  

Nurse – MVM. For more  
information go to the Borough’s 
website at https://www.ci.pe-
tersburg.ak.us/……2x6-20b43 
 
WANTED 
ONE TO FIVE ACRES ON  
ZIMOVIA HWY.   Further out 
the better, access to  
electricity. Preferably against 
the National Forest. 
chris@kleinhofs.com……3x6-
27p20 
 
BOATS AND MARINE 
IFQ’S AND FISHING  
PERMITS, Alaskan Quota and 

Permits LLC, 907-772-4000, 1-
888-347-4437……tfn1-3b15 
 
SERVICES 
COPIES: Black and white and 
color copies up to 11x17. Send 
us your files to print. The 
Wrangell Sentinel, 205 Front St. 
874-2301……tfndh 
  
FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel. 
Send or receive faxes. Fax num-
ber 874-2303 ……tfndh
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Community Roots holds pride picnic
Community Roots, Wrangell’s LGBT support group, held a pride picnic at Shoemaker Park last Sunday 
afternoon. According to the event page on Facebook, the picnic was not only an opportunity for people 
to come together and share a meal, but it was also a commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the 
Stonewall Riots which occurred in late June of 1969, when New York City police raided a gay club known 
as the Stonewall Inn. According to an article on history.com, the raid sparked almost a week of riots and 
protests. It also served as the beginning of the modern gay rights movement in the United States. 
Pictured here (left to right, from the top left) are Jennifer and Sheri Ridgeway, Breanne Pearson, Hailey 
Doss, Jonas Crabtree, Nikka Mork, Timothy Pearson, Nicholas Pearson, Maleah Wenzel, Vivian Faith 
Prescott, Eli Michael, Brina Collins, Jackson Pearson, and Joan Hurst.  

Assembly adopts 
budget, approves 
property tax levy


