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A year-old eagle and a young 
great blue heron from Wrangell 
are spending the start of their 
summer at the Alaska Raptor 
Center in Sitka, gaining weight, 
growing feathers and getting 
strong enough to return to life in 
the wild. 

The heron arrived in Sitka on 
Monday, the eagle on June 3, said 
Jen Cedarleaf, avian director at 
the center. 

Both birds were picked up in 
Wrangell by the U.S. Forest 
Service and sent to the center for 
rehab, she said. 

The heron weighs just a little 
over two pounds, and likely fell 
out of the nest, Cedarleaf said 
Tuesday. There is nothing really 
wrong with the bird, other than 
being hungry. “He’s pretty 
adorable, I have to say.” 

The staff named the heron 
Simon, after a young visitor to 
the center had recently asked: 
How come none of the birds 
were named Simon? 

The heron is eating on his 
own, though Cedarleaf said staff 
have to cut up the large herring 
— the fish are too big for Simon 
to down in one gulp. 

Even as an adult, herons are 
not heavy, maybe five or six 
pounds. “They’re really a lot of 
neck and legs,” she said. And 
their bones are hollow, just like 
other birds. 

Simon is still growing his 
flight feathers and probably will 
spend at least another month at 
the center before staff releases 
him in the Sitka area, Cedarleaf 
said. 

Though not a frequent guest 
at the center, herons do check in 
occasionally. One spent time 
there last year for rehab, she said. 

Eagles are much more 

common guests at the facility, 
which had 16 as of Tuesday, with 
three or four new arrivals in the 
time since the Wrangell eagle 
checked in, Cedarleaf said. All of 
the recent arrivals were in the 
same condition, she said. 
“They’re starving and they’re 
covered with feather lice.” Two of 
the new guests were from Juneau 
and one from Ketchikan. 

The eagle was reported on the 
ground by the Nolan Center, 
with the Forest Service and state 
trooper responding. Jim Nelson 
of the Forest Service was able to 
wrap up the eagle and place it 
into a dog kennel for the flight to 
Sitka, said Chadd Yoder, a fish 
and wildlife officer with the 
troopers in Wrangell, who 
assisted in the recovery. 

The raptor center named the 
hungry eagle Caterpillar, since 
the bug also eats a lot of food 
when growing up, Cedarleaf 
said. “She is starving and will 
take your arm off,” she said of the 
young bird. 

The author of the children’s 
book, “The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar,” Eric Carle, died last 
month, and the raptor center staff 

thought it would be a kind 
gesture to name the eagle after 
the hungry subject of Carle’s 
book. 

Staff had to use a tube to feed 
Caterpillar for the first few meals, 
and then moved to small chunks 
of salmon before she could 
graduate to full salmon, 
Cedarleaf said. The center starts 
with boneless, skinless salmon 
pieces because they are easier for 
the birds to digest. 

The eagle has since been 
moved to the center’s main eagle 
habitat area, flying around with 
other eagles and “eating 
anything she wants.” 

Caterpillar could get her 
freedom by August, depending 
on how quickly she recovers. She 
will be tagged with a band, in 
case someone spots the bird and 
can read the band from afar, or if 
she dies and the tag is recovered, 
Cedarleaf said. 

Though staff will release the 
eagle in the Sitka area, it’s 
possible she could return to 
Wrangell someday. The birds will 
go to where they find food, she 
said.

Alaskans who are engaged 
in or interested in mariculture 
are invited to become founding 
members in a new group that 
will advance the growing 
industry across the state. 

The newly formed Alaska 
Mariculture Alliance is a 
private, nonprofit successor to 
a five-year task force formed in 
2016 by Gov. Bill Walker and 
reauthorized in 2018 by Gov. 
Mike Dunleavy. The task force 

will sunset on June 30. 
“One of the priority 

recommendations was to 
create a long-term entity that 
would coordinate and support 
development of a robust and 
sustainable mariculture 
industry to produce shellfish 
and aquatic plants for the long-
term benefit of Alaska’s 
economy, environment and 
communities,” said Julie 
Decker, executive director of 

the Alaska Fisheries 
Development Foundation, 
which administrated the task 
force and will do so for the 
AMA. 

    Decker clarified that 
Alaska mariculture 
encompasses farming of 
shellfish and aquatic plants 
and also includes enhancement 
and restoration projects. 

 There are 76 active aquatic 
farm and nursery permits in 

Alaska that when combined 
with 35 pending new 
applications, comprise  
1,631 acres, according to the 
Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game. Some growers  
also are interested in sea 
cucumbers, geoduck clams and 
abalone. 

Twenty-eight growers are 
making sales that in 2020 
dropped to $1.08 million, down 
from $1.5 million, with Pacific 

oysters comprising about 80% 
of the value. Sales of ribbon 
and sugar kelp doubled, 
topping 230,000 pounds valued 
at nearly $200,000, a nice jump 
from $60,000 in 2019. 

“Seaweed is a newer 
industry even for the U.S., so 
there’s still a lot to learn,” 
Decker said. “One of the big 
challenges is we really need 
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hour. Call Doug at 425-785-
9283.
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Simon, a baby great blue heron rescued in Wrangell, rests in his 
kennel at the Alaska Raptor Center in Sitka. The bird checked 
into the rehab center on Monday.
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Caterpillar, a year-old eagle, is 
doing well at the Alaska Raptor 
Center in Sitka, where she was 
sent June 3 after the flightless 
bird was found near the Nolan 
Center. 

Wrangell eagle and heron enjoying seafood meals in Sitka

spending — even with the bor-
ough offering to cover half the 
costs. 

The state constitution gives 
governors the power to eliminate 
any line item in a budget or re-
duce its amount. It takes a three-
quarters vote of the Legislature to 
override a veto of budget items. 

A conference committee of 
three members each from the 
House and Senate finished work 
on a compromise budget bill on 
Sunday, sending the measure to 
the two chambers for a vote. 

The Senate was scheduled to 
consider the budget bills on 
Wednesday. The House ap-
proved the spending plan late 
Tuesday night on a 21-18 vote, 
but in a separate vote failed to ap-
prove a provision appropriating 
money to pay an $1,100 Perma-
nent Fund dividend, reducing 
the PFD by about half. 

The House was scheduled to 
meet again Wednesday and a 
revote was possible before Fri-
day’s adjournment deadline. 

Votes were postponed earlier 
in the week as members debated 
in private meetings several pro-
visions of the spending plan, the 
most contentious of which was 
the amount of the dividend. The 
House-Senate conference budget 
and leadership of the House and 
Senate majorities wrote the bills 
so that if members did not accept 
the complete budget package 
with an $1,100 dividend, the PFD 
would be cut in half. 

The House and Senate major-
ity linked the larger dividend to 
other key provisions that would 
continue a college scholarship 
program, state financial assis-
tance with high electricity costs in 
rural communities, and public 
works money for school and 
roads projects in the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough, where support 
for a large PFD is strong. 

Legislators started work on 
the budget May 19 after the gov-
ernor called them into special ses-
sion to finish a state spending 
plan for the next fiscal year. The 
Legislature adjourned its regular 
session May 18 without complet-
ing work on the budget, as dis-
putes over the size of the 
Permanent Fund dividend 
blocked progress on the overall 
budget bill. 

In addition to deciding spend-
ing on public services, state 
agency operations, highway 
work and construction projects, 
and the appropriation of $500 
million from the latest round of 
federal pandemic relief aid, the 
budget also pays for the divi-
dend. At $1,100, it would be 

about $100 more than last year’s 
PFD but far short of what the 
governor wanted. 

The governor can veto spend-
ing but cannot increase items, 
such as the PFD. 

Though many legislators fa-
vored the governor’s plan to 
withdraw an additional $3 billion 
from the Permanent Fund to pay 
a much larger dividend this year 
and next, most lawmakers op-
posed exceeding the annual 
draw on the crucial savings ac-
count. 

Several House Republicans 
have objected to the $1,100 divi-
dend, arguing the Legislature 
could take more money out of the 
Permanent Fund to pay a bigger 
PFD. Several have criticized the 
majority’s linkage tactics to push 
for acceptance of the PFD amount 
or risk a smaller dividend. 

A conference committee bill 
cannot be amended in either 
chamber; only a yes-or-no vote is 
allowed. 

The size of the dividend and 
the governor’s proposal to take 
more money out of the Perma-
nent Fund were the biggest issues 
of the month-long special session 
of the Legislature. Spending deci-
sions on public services were 
much less controversial among 
lawmakers. 

Last week, Senate members of 
the conference committee ac-
cepted the House provision to 
add back the caseworker for 
Wrangell. 

When Dunleavy vetoed the 
children’s services caseworker 
last year, his spokesman said the 
department needed to use the 
money in communities with 
larger child protection caseloads 
than Wrangell. 

Wrangell school personnel 
sees it differently than the gover-
nor. Bringing back a caseworker 
“is absolutely crucial,” Bob Davis, 
lead teacher and assistant princi-
pal for the high school and mid-
dle school, said last month. 
“We’re seeing a huge uptick in 
depression … just kids strug-
gling.” 
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