
By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

One of the central parts of 
the annual Bearfest celebration 
are the symposiums. Experts 
on bears and bear-related sub-
jects are invited to come speak 
in Wrangell each year.  

This year saw several such 
speakers, including Lance 
Craighead who spoke on fed-
eral and state regulations on 
bear conservation, Harry 
Reynolds on the endangered 
subspecies of Gobi Desert 
brown bears, and John Nary on 
bear observation challenges at 
the Mendenhall Glacier. A 
roundtable discussion was 
held on Thursday, July 25, 
where these guests and others 
were invited to sit and talk 
about some of Alaska’s best lo-
cations for bear observation, 
and some of the shared chal-
lenges they face. 

“The goal tonight is to intro-
duce all of you, and all of us to 
different bear viewing areas 
around Alaska, and to look and 
see what the similarities are, 
what the differences are, what 
we may be able to learn from 
each other about things that 
can be improved and things 
that shouldn’t be improved, 
things that can make a better 
total experience both for peo-
ple and for bears, and maybe 
walk away from this with a 
better understanding of where 
we are,” said Sylvia Ettefagh, 
who lead the roundtable 

Dee Galla, with the Forest 
Service, spoke about Anan, the 
closest bear observatory to 
Wrangell.  

The observatory is located 
south of Wrangell, on the main-
land, at Anan Creek. The obser-
vatory has undergone several 
renovations recently, she said, 
and upgrades to the trail in the 
area are planned in the future. 
Access to Anan is limited, with 
permits for only about 60 peo-
ple a day during the season. 

Besides bears, Galla said that 
people can also see all kinds of 
wildlife like eagles, seals, 
salmon, and the occasional 
otter or wolf. 

Michael Saxton, also with 
the Forest Service, talked about 
the Katmai National Park. At 
4.1 million acres on the Alaska 
Peninsula, Katmai is home to 
numerous bear observatories. 
The most popular of these, he 
said, was likely Brooks Camp. 
Unlike Anan, there are no visi-
tation caps at Brooks Camp. 
With little infrastructure, lim-
ited Forest Service presence, 
visitors hiring private guides, 
and everyone undergoing a 20 
minute safety briefing before 
being let loose, this camp gives 
people a very open-ended way 
of seeing Alaskan wildlife. Last 
year, Saxton said, Brooks Camp 
saw about 415 visitors a day 
during their peak season. 

Neary, very recently retired 
from the Forest Service, talked 
about Pack Creek and 
Mendenhall. Located on Ad-
miralty Island, Pack Creek saw 

about 1,200 to 1,500 visitors 
last year. This location gener-
ally keeps people and bears at 
a distance, he said. Menden-
hall, meanwhile, is an ex-
tremely popular destination 
for tourists. Found near 
Juneau, Neary said that as 
many as 7,000 people a day 
visited last season. 

Other bear observatories 
mentioned in the symposium 
included Hyder, Fish Creek, 
Herring Cove, and Traitors 
Cove. 

After looking at these vari-
ous observatories, Ettefagh 
asked the group several ques-
tions for them to discuss. One 
such question was whether 
they saw climate change affect-
ing these observatories. Galla, 
Saxton, and Neary all agreed 

that they are seeing the cli-
mate, as well as other factors, 
altering the day-to-day activi-
ties of these areas. Saxton said 
that at Brooks Camp, recent 
hot weather made the salmon 
stay downriver longer and 
forced the bears in the area to 
stick around longer than they 
normally would. Neary added 
that these observatories all 
need strong salmon runs to 
survive. With fewer salmon 
coming upriver, he said, the 
bears will not stick around. 
Whether that is the climate, in-
creased fishing, or other fac-
tors affecting the salmon run, 
he could not say. 

Funding for site renova-
tions was also discussed. 
Galla, Saxton, and Neary all 
agreed that it is always a fight 

to receive funding for observa-
tory renovations, whether or 
not there is wide support for 
the project. Dick Shideler, a 
wildlife biologist with the De-
partment of Fish and Game, 
said that there is a bit of a dif-
ferent problem further north. 
Up north, where polar bears 
live, he described the observa-
tories as a bit more primitive. 
The main challenge is getting 
an increase in visitors, he said.  

Another question the group 
was asked was whether or not 
they were feeling pressure to 
increase the amount of visitors 
to these areas. Again, this was 
met with some nuanced an-
swers. Galla said that there 
was some pressure at Anan, 
but that they were well aware 
of their limits at that location. 
Neary said that there was not 
much pressure to increase 
tourism at Pack Creek, for ex-
ample, but that the numbers 
were rising anyway by them-
selves. Craighead added that 
rangers are having to come up 
with more and more different 
ways to keep people and bears 
safe down south in places like 
Yellowstone. 

“From my perspective the 
most important thing is bear 
conservation and maintaining 
populations, at least in the pro-
portions that they are today,” 
added Reynolds. “I think that 
viewing opportunities is cru-
cial to that. People need to 
have the opportunity to see it.” 

Other topics covered in-
cluded future renovations to 
sites, the impact of visitors on 
these sites, and the growing 
expenses that come with an in-
crease in visitors.
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CITY AND BOROUGH 
OF WRANGELL 

Pursuant to the City & 
Borough of Wrangell Code, 
Sec. 3.04.808, notice is hereby 
given that the regular assembly 
meetings of the assembly shall 
be held on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month. 
The meetings shall be held at 
7:00 p.m., in the Assembly 
Chambers, City Hall, Wrangell. 
If any such Tuesday shall fall 
on a legal holiday as defined by 
the laws of the State of Alaska, 
the meetings scheduled for that 
day shall be held at the same 
hour on the next succeeding 
day which is not a holiday. 
Separate notice for the regular 
council meetings shall not be 
required. There will be no 
regular meetings the second 
Tuesday in July and August and 
fourth Tuesday in December. 

Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 
City of Wrangell, Alaska 

Publish: August 1, 2019

City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
Notice to Voters  

Voter qualifications for the City & Borough of 
Wrangell, October 1, 2019, Regular Election, are 
as follows:  

1.  a United States citizen; 
2.  registered and qualified to vote in the State of Alaska 

elections and registered thereat for at least thirty (30)   
days immediately preceding the municipal election; 

3. at least eighteen (18) years of age; 
4. a resident of the City & Borough of Wrangell for thirty  

(30) days preceding the election; 
5.  not disqualified by reason of having been convicted of 

a felony involving moral turpitude, and if so, that civil 
rights have been restored, nor disqualified because  

     judicially determined to be of unsound mind.  
Voters are cautioned to make certain their residence  

address is correct on their State Voter Registration. City law  
requires that each voter shall be registered to vote in the precinct 
in which that person seeks to vote in order to vote in municipal 
elections.  

Your name must appear on the precinct list!  If you are  
registered in another city, you must change your registration 
prior to Sunday, September 1, 2019, to qualify to vote in the 
Regular Election of October 1, 2019.  

You may ask the Borough Clerk to check the precinct register 
to assure your qualifications. 

Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 
City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 

Publish: August 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, 2019

State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Forestry 
Southern Southeast Area Office  

Preliminary Written Finding under AS 38.05.035(e) and AS 38.05.945  
The Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry, gives formal notice under AS 

38.05.945 that the Division has made a preliminary decision under AS 38.05.035(e) regarding the 
sale of the following commercial timber sale:  Bay View Timber Sale (SSE-1369-K).  

Before this sale may be held, the Director of the Division of Forestry will make a written final 
decision that the sale is in the best interest of the State. This decision will set out the facts and  
applicable policies upon which the Director bases his determination that the proposed timber sale 
will or will not best serve the interest of the State.  The final decision is expected to be available to 
the public after August 29, 2019.   

This timber sale is located on Prince of Wales Island, approximately 1/4 mile east of the public 
floatplane and harbor in the City of Thorne Bay. The legal description of the sale area is within  
Sections 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 34, and 35, Township 71 South, Range 84 East, Copper River Meridian. 
The sale area is located on the Craig C-2 USGS quadrangle.  The main access for this sale area is 
from the existing Prince of Wales Road System, specifically off the Sandy Beach Road.  

The harvest unit is approximately 640 acres and contains approximately 14,600 MBF of timber.  
This volume will be negotiated and sold under provisions of AS 38.05.115, AS 38.05.118 and/or AS 
38.05.123, in the form of one or multiple sales. The sale(s) will require in-state manufacture and will 
be a negotiated contract.  

The public is invited to comment on any aspect of the preliminary decision.  Comments should be 
mailed to the Alaska Division of Forestry, 2417 Tongass Avenue, Suite 213, Ketchikan, AK 99901.  
Comments must be received at the Division of Forestry office no later than August 28, 2019, in order 
to be considered in the final best interest finding decision of whether or not this sale will be held in 
whole or in part.  To be eligible to appeal the final decision a person must have provided written com-
ment by August 28, 2019.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SUBMIT COMMENTS CONTACT:  
Alaska Division of Forestry Contact: Greg Staunton  
2417 Tongass Avenue, Suite 213 Phone: 225-3070 
Ketchikan, AK  99901 Fax: 247-3070 

Email: greg.staunton@alaska.gov  
Copies of the preliminary decision are available for review at the Division of Forestry at the above 

address and at the Ketchikan, Craig, Petersburg and Wrangell Public Libraries and the State Online 
Public Notice System. 

https://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/default.aspx?id=194943   
The State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry complies with Title 

II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Individuals with disabilities who may need auxiliary 
aids, services, or special modifications to participate in this review may contact the number above.  

Greg Staunton 
Southeast Area Forester 

Published: August 1 and 8, 2019

 CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 
LEGAL  

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY FOR 
BOROUGH ASSEMBLY, PORT  
COMMISSION, and SCHOOL BOARD and 
signature petitions as required, will be  
available in the Borough Clerk’s Office from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday (except holidays), 
August 1, 2019 through August 30, 2019.  

Qualified persons may have their name placed on the ballot 
for the October 1, 2019, City & Borough of Wrangell Regular 
Election by filing declarations of candidacy for Borough  
Assembly, Port Commission, and School Board. 

 
Assembly: Two – (3 Year Terms)  
Assembly: Two – (1 Year Unexpired Terms 

until 10-2020)  
School Board: Two  – (3 Year Terms)  
School Board One – (1 Year Unexpired Term 

until 10-2020)  
School Board One – (2 Year Unexpired Term 

until 10-2021)  
Port Commission: Two  – (3 Year Terms)   Kim Lane, MMC, Borough Clerk 

City & Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
Publish: August 1, 8 and 15, 2019

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR  
THE STATE OF ALASKA  

AT WRANGELL, ALASKA  
In the Matter of the Estate of: ) 

) 
Ethan W. Petticrew Jr.                      ) 
Date of Birth: 01/22/1938 ) 

) CASE NO. 1WR-19-3PR  
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

You are notified that the court appointed Jessica C. Tiedeman 
as personal representative of this estate. All persons having 
claims against the person who died are required to present their 
claims within four months after the date of the first publication 
of this notice of the claims will be forever barred.  
Date: 07-29-2019 

Jessica C. Tiedeman  
2470 N. Cottonwood Loop 

Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
Published: August 1, 8 and 15, 2019

July 22, 2019 
Motor vehicle accident. 
Citizen assist: 1000 gallon water tanks in 

roadway. Owner cleared them out of road-
way. 

Agency assist: Fire department. 
 
July 23, 2019 
Disorderly conduct. 
Summons service. 
Hit and run. 
Suspicious phone calls. 
Agency assist: Fire department. 
Minor trying to buy alcohol. 
Noise complaint. 
 
July 24, 2019 
Agency assist: Alaska state trooper. 
Trespassing complaint. 
Intoxicated person. 
Probation violation: Richard Anderson, 55. 
 
July 25, 2019 
Assault/Domestic violence. 
Animal complaint: Deer. 

Violate condition of release: Aaron Young, 
23. 

Disorderly conduct: Verbal warning given. 
 
July 26, 2019 
Two citizen assists: vehicle unlock. 
Courtesy transport. 
 
July 27, 2019 
Lost property: Property picked up by 

owner. 
Traffic stop: Verbal warning for failure to 

maintain lane. 
Noise complaint: Verbal warning given for 

shooting off bottle rockets. 
Welfare check: Person was fine. 
Fireworks: Unable to locate. 
 
July 28, 2019 
Agency assist: Troopers. 
Citizen assist: Unlock vehicle. 
Agency assist: Hoonah police department.  
 
There were two ambulance calls and one 

dog complaint this week. 

Police report

July 2: Dustin Lee Haviland was found guilty of reckless driving. Judge Kevin Miller sentenced 
him to 30 days imprisonment, with 30 suspended, and he was fined a total of $1,150, and must com-
plete 24 hours of community service.  

 
July 9: James Linden McCormack was found guilty of driving under the influence. Judge Kevin 

Miller sentenced him to 18 days imprisonment, with 15 suspended. He has also been fined a total of 
$1,766. He must also undergo a substance abuse treatment assessment, had his license revoked for 90 
days, and will be on probation for one year. 

Elizabeth Ann Golding was found guilty of driving under the influence. Judge Kevin Miller sen-
tenced her to 18 days imprisonment, with 15 suspended. She has also been fined a total of $1,766. She 
must also undergo a substance abuse treatment assessment, had her license revoked for 90 days, and 
will be on probation for one year.

Court report

Bear observatories and conservation challenges discussed in symposium

A roundtable discussion on bear conservation efforts and some of its challenges was held at the 
Nolan Center last Thursday, July 25. Pictured here (left to right) are Harry Reynolds, Lance Craig-
head, Dick Shideler, John Neary, Dee Galla, Michael Saxton, and Sylvia Ettefagh.
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