
By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

The Diocese of Juneau re-
leased a letter and report last 
Wednesday, Aug. 21, naming 
seven people with allegations of 
sexual misconduct against mi-
nors and/or vulnerable adults. 
The letter, signed by Bishop An-
drew Bellisario, states that these 
seven names have been released 
upon the conclusion of an inde-
pendent review of the diocese’s 
personnel files from 1951 to the 
present. 

The Independent Commis-
sion which led this review was 
established last December, ac-
cording to the letter, and was 
staffed by “highly qualified and 
respected” members of the com-
munity. Dominique Johnson, 
communications director for the 
diocese, said that the commis-
sion was fully independent from 
the diocese. Commission mem-
bers include retired police Lieu-
tenant Kris Sell, retired Judge 
Patricia Collins, retired Judge 
Thomas Schulz, and later on re-
tired Judge Keith Levy and re-
tired Judge Thomas Nave. 

“The Independent Commis-
sion worked diligently and pro-
fessionally,” Bellisario wrote in 
the letter. “They have completed 
their review of all of the person-
nel files in possession of the Dio-
cese of Juneau in the archives 
and in the Chancery office. I am 
deeply grateful to all five mem-
bers, and you have my sincerest 
thanks.” 

Included in the seven names 
listed was Michael Nash. Nash 
served as a priest with the Dio-
cese of Juneau for several 
decades, starting at St. Paul’s 
Church in Juneau in 1980. From 
1988 to 1996 he served at St. 
Catherine of Siena, in Petersburg. 
He was dismissed from the cler-

ical state in 2005, according to the 
report. Afterwards, he pursued a 
career in law. He was admitted 
into the Alaska Bar Association 
in 2011, and worked and lived in 
Wrangell for several years before 
passing away in a plane crash, 
on July 11 this year. 

According to the report, Nash 
is alleged to have conducted sex-
ual misconduct involving mi-
nors from 1979 to 1982. In those 
years he served in Juneau and 
began working with Holy Name 
Church in Ketchikan, as well as 
St. John’s Mission in Klawock.  
He also served as Director of Vo-
cations for the diocese from 1980 
to 1995. 

Johnson said that he could not 
go into any further detail regard-
ing those allegations. However, a 
state supreme court opinion (No. 
S-13405) regarding Nash and a 
denied application to the state 
bar association, where the state 
ruled in Nash’s favor, some de-
tails were mentioned. 

According to the opinion, in 
1992 and 2002 a person listed as 
“J.P.” came forward with allega-
tions that Nash had sexually 
abused him from the period of 
1979 to 1982. The 1992 allega-
tions were reportedly investi-
gated by Bishop Michael Kenny 
of the diocese, but were found 
not credible. The 2002 allegations 
were turned over to Alaska Spe-
cial Assistant Attorney General 
Richard Svobodney, the opinion 
reads, but he declined to prose-
cute. 

Johnson said that the purpose 
of this investigation was to find 
if any allegations had credible 
evidence to them, which the In-
dependent Commission deter-
mined by applying a “probable 
cause” standard, according to the 
diocese’s report. This standard is 
used by judges and members of 

the criminal justice system to de-
termine whether there is “a suf-
ficient basis to issue a search 
warrant, to arrest an individual, 
or to charge an individual with a 
crime.” Probable cause, the re-
port reads, means that there is a 
reasonable basis for believing 
that an alleged event occurred. 
The report also states that prob-
able cause is not proof beyond a 
reasonable doubt. 

“I do want to say here, first 
and foremost to the people who 
have been harmed in any way 
whatsoever from clerical sexual 
abuse, certainly those present in 
Southeast Alaska, those present 
in our diocese, anyone who has 
been affected by anybody on the 

list I put forth, but broader than 
that anyone who has been 
harmed in such an egregious 
way, I want to offer a very sincere 
apology,” Bellisario said in a 
video shared by the Juneau Em-
pire. 

Johnson said that the report 
was made in the name of trans-
parency and keeping the public 
informed. Many of the allega-
tions listed in the report have al-
ready been reported to the 
authorities, he said, and it is up 
to them to decide whether or not 
to further investigate or prose-
cute the seven people men-
tioned. Johnson also added that 
while the Independent Commis-
sion’s work is complete, for now, 
it or its successor will look into 
any future allegations that are 

made. 
The other six people named in 

the report are Francis A. Cowgill, 
Javier Gutierrez, Patrick Hurley, 
Edmund Penisten, Frederick 
Raehsler, and Henry Leo 
Sweeney. According to the re-
port, anyone who has faced  
sexual abuse by a member of the 
diocese or wider Catholic 
Church is encouraged to come 
forward and file a report with 
local law enforcement. Another 
option is to contact Diocesan  
Victim Assistance Coordinator 
Robbie Izzard at (907) 586-2227 x 
25 or vac@dioceseofjuneau.org, 
and they will report it to local 
law enforcement. Bellisario’s let-
ter and the full report can be 
found online at www.diocese-
ofjuneau.org. 
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SERVICES 
LAMINATING services up to 
11x17 at the Wrangell Sentinel. 
205 Front St. 874-2301 ……tfndh 
OFFICE SUPPLIES: Come see 
our great selection for office, 
school or home or place an order. 
The Wrangell Sentinel, 205 Front 
St. 874-2301 
 
JOBS 
OFFICE HELP WANTED: The 
Wrangell Sentinel is hiring. Must 
be able to lift 25 pounds and 
have own car. DOE. Please stop 
in the Sentinel office to fill out a 
job application or email resume 
to wrgsent@gmail.com……
tfnx8-2dh 
 
HELP WANTED - Pro Shop At-
tendant at Muskeg Meadows 
Golf Course. Golf experience not 
necessary. 907-874-GOLF ……
2x9-5b 
 

PROPERTY 
FOR SALE: 46 acres Stikine River 
property Knig Slough 
$230,000.00. 518-0101……1x8-
29p11 
 
BOATS AND MARINE 
IFQ’S AND FISHING PERMITS, 
Alaskan Quota and Permits LLC, 
907-772-4000, 1-888-347-4437…
…tfn1-3b15 
  
SERVICES 
COPIES: Black and white and 
color copies up to 11x17. Send us 
your files to print. The Wrangell 
Sentinel, 205 Front St. 874-2301…
…tfndh 
  
FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel. 
Send or receive faxes. Fax num-
ber 874-2303 ……tfndh 
 
NOTICES 
LOAN CLOSET phone number 
is 907-660-7258……2x9-5dh

Puzzle  
answers from Aug.22 Edition

August 19 
Nothing to report 
August 20 
Disturbance.  
Vehicle Check. 
August 21 
Citizen assist: Unlock vehicle.  
Probation violation/DUI/Refusal: Arrested Aaron Young, 

23.  
Suspicious Activity. 
August 22 
Parking complaint. 
Illegal dumping. 
Traffic: Driving without a license. 
Agency assist: Dead deer. 
Agency assist: FD. 
Fireworks.  
August 23 
Traffic stop: Verbal warning for faulty airbrake light. 
Citizen assist: Vehicle unlock. 
Civil matter. 
Burglary. 
Noise complaint. 
Vehicle theft. 
August 24 
Theft/civil issue. 
Disturbance. 
Stolen or lost property. 
August 25 
Suspicious vehicle. 
Agency assist: Public works. 
Alarm. 
Welfare check: Person is fine. 
 
During this reporting period there were three EMS requests 

and 1 animal complaint.

Police report

Juneau diocese releases names of seven with sexual misconduct allegations
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Telephone pole replacement along Church Street
A section of Church Street was closed off Tuesday morning, Aug. 27, to allow Wrangell Mu-
nicipal Light & Power to erect a new telephone pole. According to Rod Rhoades, with the 
light & power department, there are three telephone poles along the street they are replacing. 
This is leftover work from a project that was budgeted last year, he explained.

On the evening of Friday, August 23, 2019, 
the Wrangell Police Department began receiv-
ing reports of buildings and vehicles being 
unlawfully entered. The theft of three vehicles 
were also reported. Three Wrangell Police De-
partment officers began investigations imme-
diately, which continued through the 
following day. Access to surveillance systems 
provided by several local residents and busi-
nesses greatly aided in the investigation and 
identification of the suspect. A timeline of 
events was established. 

On the afternoon of Saturday, August 24, 

2019, officers located the suspect at the 
Wrangell Airport. California resident, Ismael 
Morales, 21, was arrested and charged with 
eleven criminal counts including Burglary, 
Theft, Criminal Trespass and Vehicle Theft. 
Alcohol was a factor during these crimes. Mr. 
Morales is currently in custody in Wrangell 
and is being held on $5,000 bail. 

As a reminder about the due process of 
rights, these charges are considered accusa-
tions and the defendant is presumed innocent 
until and unless proven guilty in a court of 
law.

Wrangell Police arrest suspect in weekend crime spree
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