
pink and sidestripe shrimp in a 
third opener. 

Southeast’s Dungeness sea-
son reopened on October 1 and 
a few million pounds are likely 
to come out of that fishery. 
There will again be no opener 
for red or blue king crab due to 
low abundances. 

On October 5, a hundred or 
more divers also could be 
heading down for over 1.7 mil-
lion pounds of red sea cucum-
bers. A catch of just under 
three million pounds of sea 
urchins also is up for grabs, but 
there may be a lack of buyers.  
Southeast divers also are tar-
geting giant geoduck clams. 

At Prince William Sound, a 
15,000 pound test fishery is un-
derway for golden king crabs 
through October; likewise, a 
nearly seven million pound 
golden king crab fishery is on-
going along the Aleutian Is-
lands. 

Kodiak crabbers have 
pulled up more than 2.3 mil-
lion pounds of Dungeness crab 
so far with a few weeks left to 

go in the season. A sea cucum-
ber fishery opened at Kodiak 
on October 1 with a 130,000 
pound limit. 

Halibut landings were ap-
proaching 13 million pounds, or 
79 percent of the 16 million 
pound catch limit.  Homer, Ko-
diak and Seward are the top 
ports for landings. 

For sablefish (black cod), the 
catch was nearing 17 million 
pounds, or 52% of the nearly 32 
million pound quota. Seward, 
Kodiak, Sitka and Dutch Har-
bor were getting the most deliv-
eries. 

Both of those fisheries end in 
early November. 

The Bering Sea pollock fish-
ery closes on November 1. 
Alaska pollock is the nation’s 
top food fishery and the Bering 
Sea will produce over 3 billion 
pounds again this year. And as 
always, fisheries for cod, floun-
ders, rockfish and much more 
are ongoing in the Bering Sea 
and Gulf of Alaska. 

Finally, the state Board of 
Fisheries has accepted 275 pro-
posals  to address at its as yet 

undetermined meetings on 
Prince William Sound and 
Southeast subsistence, commer-
cial, sport and personal use fish-
eries and statewide shellfish. 
Meeting dates have been 
bumped from this winter to 
sometime next year due to 
Covid-19 constraints. 

The board will consider new 
meeting dates at an October 15-
16 virtual work session. 

  
Halibut survey success - A 

“resounding success” is how 
scientists summed up this sum-
mer’s Pacific halibut survey de-
spite it being shortened and 
scaled down a bit due to Covid 
virus constraints. 

The so-called fishery-inde-
pendent setline survey (FISS) 
uses standardized methods to 
track population trends in the 
Pacific halibut stock, which 
ranges from the west coast and 
British Columbia to the far 
reaches of the Bering Sea. 

For two months this summer 
11 longline vessels (down from 
the usual 17) took halibut sur-
vey experts aboard to fish at 898 

stations, down 30% from the 
planned 1,283. The foregone 
areas were waters off Califor-
nia, Oregon and Washington. 
Survey areas in the Bering Sea 
near the Pribilofs also were cut, 
along with  
stations at the Aleutian 
 Islands near Unalaska and 
Adak. 

“We also thinned out a little 
bit in the Western Gulf of 
Alaska, and we also removed 
the stations off Vancouver Is-
land,” said David Wilson, exec-
utive director of    the 
International Pacific Halibut 
Commission which oversees the 
stock for the U.S. and Canada. 

Still, Wilson said roughly 
70% of the Pacific halibut bio-
mass was sampled overall and 
100% in the core areas of the 
central Gulf, Southeast Alaska 
and northern British Columbia.  

“Normally we would have 
done a thinner sampling in 
those areas but to ensure that 
we had enough samples coming 
out we went for 100 percent in 
those areas,” he explained, call-
ing it the “most data-rich  set-

line-survey in the IPHC’s 97 
year history.”  

The halibut that are caught 
during the survey are sold to 
cover the cost of the operation. 
Wilson said the poundage and 
prices will be revealed next 
month at the IPHC interim 
meeting. 

“The key thing is that we 
were able to meet both our sci-
entific requirements and also 
maintain our economic goal of 
revenue neutrality,” he said. 

The November 18-19 meet-
ings, which will be held online, 
also will provide a first glimpse 
at how the halibut stocks are 
holding up.     

“The interim meeting is usu-
ally an information sharing 
meeting for stakeholders where 
we present the preliminary 
stock assessments and the out-
comes of other research activity. 
We also put out some of the reg-
ulatory proposals we will be 
considering at the annual meet-
ing,” Wilson said. 

Halibut catch limits and 
other regulations will be re-
vealed in late January.

Page 10 -  October 8, 2020  WRANGELL SENTINEL October 8, 2020  WRANGELL SENTINEL - Page 3

HOW CAN I HELP MY BUSINESS
GROW? MAYBE IF I TRY A

They cost as little as
$10.00 for up to 15 words. 
40¢ for additional words.

6% city sales tax additional.

Ask us about our classified ads!
PHONE 874-2301

FAX 874-2303
The deadline for classified ads is 12 pm

CLASSIFIED AD

WEB SITE – www.wrangellsentinel.comEMAIL – wrgsent@gmail.com 205 FRONT STREET

Puzzle answers from  
October 1 Edition

TRUST LAND OFFICE’S 2020  
FALL LAND SALE AUCTION  

has launched. Parcels available 
are as far south as Ketchikan 
and as far north as Fairbanks.  
Inquire at (907) 269-8658 or  
visit alaskamentalhealthtrust.org/2020landsale

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 
AT KETCHIKAN 

 
In the Matter of the Estate of:  )  

      )   CASE NO. IKE - 20 - 93PR 
Timothy Charles Johnson       ) 
Date of Birth: 5/04/1954       )   

 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

You are notified that the court appointed Peter Neville Johnson as per-
sonal representative of this estate. All persons having claims against the 
person who died are required to present their claims within four months 
after the first publication of this notice or the claims will be forever 
barred. 

  Peter Neville Johnson
2417 Tongass Ave., Ste 111-324

Ketchikan, AK. 99901 
Published: October 1, 8 and 15, 2020

Date: 09-28-2020

Continued from page 9
Fish Factor

• Letters should be typed or clearly  
written and no longer than 400 words.    
• All letters must be signed and include 
an address, phone number and any  
affiliation with a group which pertains to 
the letter. 

• Longer letters can be published  
as paid advertising with consent of  
publisher.  
• The Sentinel reserves the right to edit  
any submissions.

P.O. Box 798 Wrangell, AK 99929 • Phone: 907-874-2301 • Fax 907-874-2303 
• Email: wrgsent@gmail.com

The Wrangell Sentinel welcomes your letters to the 
editor, particularly letters pertaining to local issues.

By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

About two weeks ago, the Wrangell 
Sentinel received an email regarding a 
weather transmitter at Cape Fanshaw 
that was not operating. The email 
claimed that the transmitter has not 
been in operation for over a year, and is 
supposed to provide weather and navi-
gation information for Frederick Sound 
and Stephens Passage. The email went 
on to say that it was the responsibility of 
the Coast Guard to repair the transmit-
ter, which they have not done.  

Cape Fanshaw is located north of Pe-
tersburg, along a point of mainland be-
tween Kupreanof Island and Admiralty 
Island. According to the National 
Weather Service website, as of two 
weeks ago, the Cape Fanshaw transmit-
ter was out of service. However, as of 
Oct. 6, NOAA and Coast Guard person-
nel confirmed that the transmitter was 
now operational. 

Kip Wadlow, Coast Guard 
spokesperson, said that the transmitter 
fell under the domain of NOAA. He 
later clarified in a brief conversation on 
Oct. 6 that they had a memorandum of 
understanding with NOAA regarding 
the transmitters. 

Angel Corona, with NOAA, went 
into more detail about the transmitter. 
According to him, the transmitter at 
Cape Fanshaw is part of an inter-agency 
agreement between NOAA and the 
Coast Guard. NOAA would provide 
weather information to the Coast 
Guard, he said, which the Coast Guard 
would then broadcast through “high 
site” transmitters like the one at Cape 
Fanshaw. 

Corona went on to say that both 
NOAA and the Coast Guard were 
aware of the problems with the Cape 
Fanshaw transmitter. He said that the 
transmitter had been unable to broad-
cast weather information since July of 
2019. The Coast Guard made two unsuc-
cessful attempts to repair the transmitter 
previously, he went on to say. Angel 
said that there are several challenges to 
getting to the site for repairs. The trans-
mitter is in a remote location and the 
Coast Guard has to helicopter in to 
reach it. Furthermore, he added that the 
COVID-19 pandemic has recently 
added further complications to organiz-
ing a repair attempt. Corona said that it 
was his understanding there were sev-
eral radios in the Cape Fanshaw trans-
mitter, it was NOAA’s weather radio 

that was having problems 
Wadlow said that the transmitter be-

came operational again on Oct. 1. Tech-
nicians with the Coast Guard were 
doing some remote troubleshooting on 
the transmitter last Thursday. Their 
troubleshooting appeared to be a cata-
lyst to get the transmitter’s NWS beacon 

operational once again, he said. 
There are two transmitters out of 

service in Southeast Alaska, according 
to the National Weather Service website 
last Tuesday, one near Sitka and one 
near Mt. McArthur. More information 
regarding the transmitters can be found 
at www.weather.gov/nwr/. 

Transmitter at Cape Fanshaw operational

September 28 
Found Property 
Citizen Assist: Flat tire 
Suspicious Circumstance 
Agency Assist: S&R – Stranded boater on 

the Flats. 
Traffic Complaint: Speeder 
September 29 
Dog Complaint 
Subpoena Service 
Welfare Check 
Harassment 
Agency Assist: AST 
September 30 
Parking Complaint 
Parking Complaint 
Agency Assist:  S&R 
October 1 
Stolen Bike 
Citizen Assist 

Found Property 
DUI: Unfounded 
EDP 
October 2 
Speeding Complaint 
Paper Service: 86’d Letters served 
Disorderly Conduct  
October 3 
Civil Issue 
DUI/VCOR:  Arrested Marisa McComas, 

28, for Driving Under the Influence and 
Violation Conditions of Release. 

October 4 
Subpoena Service 
Dog Attack 
 
During this reporting period there were 

two EMS calls, two Hoonah PD calls, two 
Criminal Mischief calls and two Parking 
Complaints.

Police report

A Red Squirrel
A Red Squirrel poses for a photo, on 
the stairway between Church Street 
and Front Street. Red Squirrels are 
common across the forested areas of 
Alaska, according to the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game. Red squir-
rels are active year-round but they 
may remain in their nests during 
cold spells and bad weather. With 
summer at an end, this squirrel will 
be relying on food it has spent the 
season gathering up to make it 
through the winter. PHOTO BY CALEB VIERKANT/ WRANGELL 
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