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Assembly accepts Decker resignation

CLASSIFIED/LEGALS
FOR RENT
3-BEDROOM, 1 ½ -bath
townhouse in Wrangell, quiet
neighborhood.
$1,200 per
month plus tax, 1-year lease.
Call 907-738-6639. (3X1-28p22)
HELP WANTED
OFFICE MANAGER FOR
WRANGELL
SENTINEL:
Advertising sales, circulation
management, bookkeeping,
customer service, and writing
Wrangell Sentinel weekly
history feature. Job is threequarters to full time. Salary
dependent on experience and
skills. Start date in February or
early March. Contact Larry
Persily, paper@alaskan.com,
907-351-8276. (tfndh)
HELP WANTED
JOHNSON’S
BUILDING
SUPPLY is looking for a parttime yard employee to help
with customers, freight and
deliveries. Work schedule:
Tuesday through Saturday.
Pay DOE. Applications can be
picked up at Johnson’s
Building Supply. (2x1-28b36)
BOATS AND MARINE
IFQS
AND
FISHING

PERMITS, Alaskan Quota and
Permits LLC, 907-772-4000, 1888-347-4437. (tfn1-3b15)
SERVICES
COPIES: Black and white and
color copies up to 11x17. Please
call to arrange drop-off or pickup since our office is closed to
the public. Send us your files to
print. The Wrangell Sentinel,
205 Front St., 874-2301. (tfndh)
FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel.
Send or receive faxes. Please
call to arrange drop-off or pickup since our office is closed to
the public. Fax number 8742303. (tfndh)

Office manager
for Wrangell Sentinel
Advertising sales, circulation management,
bookkeeping, customer service, and writing
Wrangell Sentinel weekly history feature

Job is three-quarters to full time
Salary dependent on experience and skills
Start date in February or early March

Contact Larry Persily -

paper@alaskan.com - 907-351-8276

By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer
The borough assembly accepted the resignation of member Julie Decker at its Jan. 11
meeting. Decker has served on
the assembly for seven years.
Her letter of resignation explained she is stepping away
from the position to grieve the
loss of her two children.
Sig and Helen Decker, 21years-old and 19-years-old,
died in a car accident in Petersburg last July. The tragedy
shocked the community,
which came together to support the Deckers, to mourn,
and to remember Sig and
Helen. Decker said that she is
stepping away from the assembly to spend more time
with her husband and to focus
on healing.
“During our darkest hour,
Wrangell and others in our
Alaska Fishing Family immediately stepped forward to
help us survive what is the
hardest challenge of our lives,”
Decker wrote. “For this, we
will be eternally grateful. … I
am resigning from all of my
volunteer board and committee positions in order to focus
on the hard work of grieving
in the coming years. Gig and I
are different people now. We
need time to heal as well as to
better understand what our
lives hold for us now.”
Decker thanked the assembly and borough staff for the
positive experience working
alongside them. In her letter,
she also encouraged assembly
members to continue to be respectful of one another, even

“I

know the
assembly still has
difficult decisions
ahead of it.
I appreciate your
service at this
difficult period,
and that you are
willing to put in
the time to
understand the
facts and try to
make the best
decisions for us
all. Good luck to
you.”
- Julie Decker

when disagreeing. Having a
governing body that shows respectful discourse and honest
effort to represent the commu-

nity is not something to be
taken for granted, she said.
“I know the assembly still
has difficult decisions ahead of
it,” Decker wrote. “I appreciate
your service at this difficult period, and that you are willing
to put in the time to understand the facts and try to make
the best decisions for us all.
Good luck to you.”
The assembly will appoint a
resident to fill Decker’s term
until October. Letters of interest are due by 4 p.m. Monday,
Jan. 26, and may be emailed to
the
borough
clerk
at
clerk@wrangell.com.
In a heartfelt thank you for
Decker’s service, Mayor Steve
Prysunka
said
he
was
sad to see her leave. She has
been an asset in many areas of
public service, he said, both on
the assembly and the economic
development committee. He
also
praised
her
for
continuing to work and volunteer even after her family’s
tragedy.
“While she was going
through everything she was
still thinking about her community. Our heart collectively
breaks for them, for Julie and
Gig, and we’ll always be there
for them for sure. We just appreciate everything that she’s
given us over these years, and
the time and commitment
she’s made not just to our community, but to the fishing community in an incredible way.
Thank you, Julie.”
Prysunka teared up and
called for a five-minute
recess before continuing the
meeting.

A 40-year
thank you to

City Market has sponsored

subscriptions for the community’s
senior citizens for 40 years
Any Wrangell senior (65 and older) not on the list for
a subscription can call the Sentinel at 874-2301
or email wrgsent@gmail.com. There are a limited
number of free subscriptions still available.

City says water quality
continues to improve
By CALEB VIERKANT
Sentinel writer
Levels of a disinfectant byproduct in Wrangell’s water
supply are still a little above federal standards, the municipality reported Jan. 11, but are in decline.
The presence of haleocetic acids (HAA5) were announced in late September. The levels were triple federal
Environmental Protection Agency standards in the regular
quarterly test in August, then down to double the standard
in a special test in October, the city reported.
November’s test sample for HAA5 came in at 70 parts
per billion (ppb), just above the EPA standard of 60 ppb.
In response to the presence of HAA5, the city’s water department took several steps to lower the amount of organic
material in the water. This included slowing down the
water treatment process to allow more contact time between
the water and the ozonation and filtration systems. The city
will also be conducting more regular testing for the first few
months of 2021.
The city’s Jan. 11 press release explained that HAA5 is a
type of disinfection byproduct. It is formed when any remaining organic material in water combines with a disinfectant like chlorine. The presence of excessive HAA5 in the
water is not an emergency, the city said, adding that the
EPA has indicated it takes years of drinking water with
HAA5 to experience symptoms, such as an increased risk of
cancer or problems with the central nervous system, liver
or kidneys.
Anyone with concerns is encouraged to use charcoal filters for their drinking water, or to drink bottled water. The
press release also encourages the elderly, pregnant women
or people with compromised immune systems to seek advice from their health care providers.
“Wrangell’s ‘official’ HAA5 level is based on an annual
running average called the Locational Running Annual Average (LRAA),” the city’s press release said. “The November
2020 sample is averaged with the results from August 2020,
and the previous two quarterly samples from May and February 2020 to determine the LRAA. The new LRAA including the November sample results is 79.9 ppb.”

