
By CALEB VIERKANT 
Sentinel writer 

City officials, community 
members, and local business 

owners met at the Nolan Center 
last Tuesday evening, Dec. 17, to 
discuss Wrangell’s tourism in-
dustry. This meeting was to 

cover the recent tourist season, as 
well as projections for the next 
one around the corner. The city 
also wanted to hear people’s 
concerns and priorities when it 
came to Wrangell tourism. 

“It’s a community discussion 
because ultimately our docks 
and our Front Street are commu-
nity assets,” said Mayor Steve 
Prysunka, opening the meeting. 
“We want to bring everyone 
along on this journey as we 
move forward with the tourism 
industry and where hope to get 
it to.” 

Economic Development Di-
rector Carol Rushmore gave a 
brief presentation on the tourism 
industry as it currently stands. 
An estimated 20,019 tourists vis-
ited Wrangell in 2018 and spent 
about $5.1 million. This is an in-
crease of 6 percent from 2017, 
and 68 percent since 2010. Of 
those, cruise ship passengers 
made up 75 percent of the total 
number of visitors. According to 
graphs Rushmore presented, 
however, cruise passengers 
spend the least amount of 
money. The 2,449 tourists who 
came to Wrangell via airplane 
spent the most money per per-
son, at $650. However, since 
cruise passengers make up such 
a large percentage of the total 
number of tourists, they spent 
the most as a group at $2.5 mil-
lion, or $169 a person. 

The final numbers are not 
fully in yet, but Rushmore pre-
sented a graph stating that 
Wrangell has seen about 18,683 
cruise ship passengers in 2019. 
The projections for 2020 put next 
season’s cruise tourists at 19,114. 
According to a draft schedule for 

the 2020 season, Wrangell will be 
receiving 74 total stops from 
cruise ships from April to Octo-
ber of next year. According to 
Rushmore, Wrangell’s cruise in-
dustry is growing, but in smaller 
increments compared to other 
communities in Southeast 
Alaska. 

There were three main con-
cerns from the public that were 
voiced during the meeting: 
Cruise ship scheduling around 
the Fourth of July, how a grow-
ing industry might affect the an-
nual fireworks show, and how 
much tourism was too much. 
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Puzzle  
answers from Dec.19 Edition

Public Hearing -  
Proposed Critical Habitat  

for Humpback Whales 
 

NOAA Fisheries will be holding a public hearing in  
Petersburg on January 6th to solicit public input on a 
proposed rule to designate critical habitat for  
humpback whales under the Endangered Species Act. 
The hearing will be held in the Borough Assembly 
Chambers (12 South Nordic Drive, Petersburg, Alaska 
99833) from 4- 7 pm.  

For more information on this proposed rule or  
instructions on how to access the hearing remotely, 
please contact Lisa Manning (lisa.manning@noaa.gov).  

December 16 
Traffic stop verbal warning driving habits. 
Dog bite citations issued to Lorena Cana, 53, for dog at large and 

objectionable dog first offense. 
Suspicious circumstance. 
Welfare check all was fine. 
 
December 17 
Agency assist: DOT. 
 
December 18 
Citation issued to Anna Kleinhofs-Ellender, 57, for illegal 

parking at the airport. 
Subpoena service. 
Subpoena service. 
Subpoena service. 
Traffic stop:  Verbal warning given for driving habits. 
 
December 19 
Agency assist: AST. 
Agency assist: DPW. 
Suspicious activity. 
 
December 20  
Traffic complain: Disabled vehicle. 
Random breath test. 
MVA. 
 
December 21 
Agency assist: Alarm. 
Welfare check: All was good. 
Noise complaint: Fire works. 
Citizen report DUI: Unfounded. 
 
December 22 
Suspicious activity. 
Intoxicated person. 
Agency Assist: TSA. 
Reckless driving. 
 
During this reporting period there were three calls for EMS.  
 
 

Police report

City holds town hall meeting on tourism industry
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By Caleb Vierkant 
Sentinel writer 

On Dec. 20, NOAA issued a press release stating they had 
given a Notice of Violation Assessment to Wrangell resident 
Sylvia Ettefagh. She was given a fine for failing to offload and 
report the entirety of a halibut catch. 

“Officers from the Alaska Division of NOAA’s Office of Law 
Enforcement in Petersburg conducted an investigation,” the 
press release reads. “It revealed that Ettefagh and crew retained 
600 pounds of Pacific halibut that was not deducted from 
their IFQ permit or documented on the landing receipt. When 
authorities discovered the unreported fish, Ettefagh reported 
that the intent was to retain it for personal use and not for com-
mercial purposes. It is a federal violation to fail to offload and 
report all fish taken while commercial fishing, and submit in-
accurate information on a required report.” 

Ettefagh, with Sylver Fishing Company, explained that this 
was an honest mistake. She intended to split the halibut catch 
among two different tickets, she said in an interview with the 
Sentinel. However, she discovered that this was not allowed. 
Halibut is the only fishery where one is not allowed to divide 
their catch among different tickets, she said, and she was not 
aware of this. 

“We thought we were within our rights to split the delivery,” 
Ettefagh said. “Guess I won’t make that mistake again.” 

NOAA assessed Ettefagh’s penalty at $17,600 for two viola-
tions of the Northern Pacific Halibut Act of 1982. However, Et-
tefagh took responsibility for the violations and the fine was 
settled down to $15,840. She said that NOAA officials found 
that this was an unintentional violation, so things could have 
been worse. 

“The maximum fine for that particular case is over $20,000,” 
she said. 

The takeaway from all of this, Ettefagh said, was for every-
one going fishing to be sure to offload everything.

Wrangell resident hit 
with fine from NOAA


