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By CALEB VIERKANT

Sentinel writer
Hailing from the village of

Unalakleet, Nick Hanson is
probably best known as the “Es-
kimo Ninja,” a regular contestant
on American Ninja Warrior. He
has competed on the TV show,
running through a series of ob-
stacle courses and physical chal-
lenges, since its seventh season in
2015. His most recent participa-
tion in the show last year, season
11, saw him make it to the first
stage of the finals in Las Vegas,
Nevada. In his four years on the
show, going on five, Hanson has
represented his family, his town,
and the state of Alaska on na-
tional television. 

He stopped in Wrangell last
week to talk about his back-
ground, his career as an athlete,
and what has motivated him to
push himself so hard.

“Every time before I get on a
course I think about why am I

doing what I do,” Hanson said.
“People ask me ‘Do you get
nervous before you get on Ninja
Warrior?’ Yeah, big time. But
then right before I go, I think
about you guys, like Alaska,
Alaskan communities, especially
the youth, young men, young
women that might be watching.”

Hanson moved to Unalakleet
when he was young, around six-
years-old. He has native heritage
from his mother’s side of the
family, he said, and from his fa-
ther’s side he’s Italian and Scot-
tish. Growing up, he was bullied
a lot for looking white. One day
in the third grade, after being
bullied particularly hard, he said
that the best way to deal with the
bullies was to get heavily in-
volved in school activities and
show everyone what he was re-
ally like.

“I’m at the ocean, I’m kneel-
ing down, I’m washing myself
off and I’m looking at my reflec-

tion thinking ‘what is it going to
take?’ Kind of like Mulan, except
I didn’t start singing,” Hanson
said. “So that day I decided, ‘you
know what, all these boys are in
sports, I’m still going to join
sports’ even though I was too
scared to for the last year and a
half or so. I’m going to do it any-
ways. Some of these boys, well
one of the boys, I should say, was
on the student government. ‘You
know what? I’m going to be on
student government.’”

Hanson participated in all
kinds of sports, including basket-
ball, cross country, wrestling,
volleyball, skiing, and the Native
Youth Olympics. Through sports
and other school organizations
he turned his bullies into friends,
he said. After high school, he
competed in the World Eskimo
Indian Olympics and the Arctic
Winter Games. He also became a
teacher in Unalakleet.

Adversity did not end at
childhood bullying, however.
Hanson talked about his home
life growing up, where his
mother struggled with alco-
holism. She has been sober for
many years, he said, but it was a
challenge to grow up with. On
top of that, as the years have
gone on Hanson said he has lost
several friends and people he
grew up with to suicide and al-
cohol-related deaths.

“I’ve lost a total of 15 alco-
hol-related deaths and suicides,
classmates and teammates,” he
said. “Some girls, some boys.
Mostly men, young men.”

These losses dragged him
into a dark place, Hanson said,
but it was an eighth grader sug-
gesting he try out for American
Ninja Warrior that helped pull
him back out. He wanted to be
a good role model for the youth
of his community, he said, but
he was not sure what to do.

“I had to figure out what am
I going to do to be a role model
for these kids,” he said. “I don’t
have anybody to ask for advice
any more, I don’t have any-
body. I thought I’d lost every-
thing. This eighth grader said
‘Man, I think you should try

out for Ninja Warrior!’”
Learning about the show

from this kid, watching
YouTube videos of the competi-
tion, and building a Warped
Wall (one of the obstacles on
the show) was a moment of
epiphany for him, Hanson said.
It was a match made in heaven.
This was something he could
be good at, and something he
could use to inspire and moti-
vate people around him. So, he
sent in an application video of
his participation in the native
games, and he was accepted for
the show in 2015. Ever since
then, he has participated in
each season of the show and
has gotten a little farther in the

competition each year. Now, he
said, he is traveling on this tour
of Southeast Alaska to share his
story and motivate others.

“If you are struggling, I’m
not going to say quit,” he said.
“If you drink alcohol or do
drugs, or something like that,
and you’re in this room right
now, I’m not going to tell you to
quit. I never will tell you to
quit, I’ll never say cold turkey,
be done, because it’s hard. It’s
going to take time. I will say try.
I will never say not try, I will
say try. I will say do your best.
I will say be the best person
that you can be, because that’s
all we can do, every single
day.”

Nick Hanson, the “Eskimo Ninja” of American Ninja Warrior,
was in Wrangell last week to talk about his life and how he wound
up on television. He is pictured here at the Wrangell High School
gym, sharing his story.

PHOTO BY CALEB VIERKANT/ WRANGELL SENTINEL

“Eskimo Ninja” Nick Hanson stops in
Wrangell on motivational speaking tour

Today, Alaska’s ferries are one step closer to receiving badly
needed funds.

Members of the budget subcommittee working on the De-
partment of Transportation and Public Facilities’ budget voted
to add $18.7 million into the AMHS budget.

Rep. Louise Stutes (R-Kodiak) is a member of the DOT budget
subcommittee, chair of the House Transportation Committee,
and serves on the Alaska Marine Highway Reshaping Work
Group. Representative Stutes said, “Shelves in grocery stores are
empty. Alaskans are missing medical appointments. Mothers are
turning to Facebook to find diapers for their babies. The Alaska
Marine Highway System’s struggles are felt statewide. Today’s
amendment is about making sure ferry service resumes so
coastal Alaskans can get back to life as normal.”

Speaker Bryce Edgmon (I-Dillingham), also a member of the
subcommittee, said, “We need to do something now to get ferries
operating.”

“Every Alaskan deserves access to basic transportation,”
said Rep. Andi Story (D-Juneau), who also voted to increase
AMHS funding. “Reduced ferry service has been painful for our
people, our communities, and our businesses. Funds voted on
today will be significant in reinstating stable service to people
across Alaska. We will continue working until the ferries are up
and running again.”

The DOT budget proposal now heads to the House Finance
Committee for consideration. The budget will also be vetted on
the House floor, in the Senate, and must be finalized by the gov-
ernor.

Lawmakers vote to give Alaska 
Marine Highway System a lifeline
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February 19, 1920
There was a well attended

meeting of the Parent-
Teachers’ association last
Thursday evening.
Interesting addresses were
delivered by Mr. Gordon C.
Mitchell, Mrs. George H.
Barnes, and Mr. H. L. Rowley,
recently of Bayview. The
audience was favored with a
vocal solo by Mrs. W. W.
McLaughlin. In addition to
the program there was a
profitable discussion of
school matters. The meeting
opened and closed with
singing led by Mrs. W. W.
McLaughlin. The president
appointed the following
committees to act for the
remainder of the present
term which ends in May.
Membership - J. G. Grant,
Mrs. B. Y. Grant, Miss
Allender. Program - Rev. H. P.
Corser, Miss Crosno, Mrs.
Pritchett. Social - G. C.
Mitchell, Mrs. Benjamin, Mrs.
Hilts.

February 23, 1945
Saturday night this last

week, our Wrangell town
team challenged the Coast
Guardsmen from a boat in
port, to a basketball
scrimmage. Few spectators
looked in. Although this
team is a picked experienced
team and has played many
teams in Alaska, including
Sheldon Jackson school in
Sitka, it proved an easy
match for our town team as
shown by the final score of 36
to 24. We are proud of the
sportsmanlike manner of our
town team that night as a few
misunderstandings arose
which were calmly smoothed
over. Again Monday night
the two teams played with a
more smashing victory for

the town team, 45 to 21.

February 19, 1970
Appointment of Ed Barker

as editor of the Wrangell
Sentinel was announced today
by Charles F. Willis Jr.,
publisher of the newspaper.
Barker, who has been in charge
of the Sentinel’s operation
since coming here in
November, is from Eagle River.
He had been editorial assistant
until his promotion. The
promotion makes Barker one
of four editors in the Nome
Publishing Co. Byron Fish, a
columnist for the Seattle Times,
is senior editor. Robert C.
Weaver Jr., former editor of the
Sentinel, edits the Petersburg
Press, and Albro Gregory,
former Press editor, is in charge
of the Nome Nugget.

February 16, 1995
Wrangell Volleyball fans

were treated to an exhibition of
skill Friday and Saturday
when the Lady Wolves treated
Metlakatla’s Misschiefs to a
lesson in skill at the net. Coach
Myron Myers girls obviously

out-classed, in basic skills,
conditioning and training, the
visitors. There was never a
question as to the outcome. Of
an even dozen games played,
only the junior varsity squad
allowed Metlakatla a couple
wins - and that was one game
of the three played Friday and
one of three on Saturday.
Wrangell varsity swept both
nights. 

Monday, February 24
Wrangell Public School Board Regular Meeting: 7:00 pm, Evergreen Elementary School Room 101

Friday, February 28
Taco dinner and game night: 6:00 pm, Evergreen Elementary Gym. For more info call 907 209 9117.

Is the attendance at your meeting or event low? 
Send information for Roundup to wrgsent@gmail.com or call 874-2301.

PARKS & REC ACTIVITIES: Mid-day closure: Monday-Friday 1:30-3:30 p.m. Closed Sun-
day
Pool:
Arthritis Foundation Exercise Class:         M-W-F 8:30-9:30 a.m.
Water Aerobics:                                       M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Lap Swim:                        M-W-F 6:00-7:30 a.m. MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

TuTh 5:15-6:15 p.m. Sa 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
2 Lane Lap Swim:   M-W-F 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Lap/Tot Swim:                                        MTWThF 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. S 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Swim Club:                                             M-F 3:15-5:15 p.m. 
Open Swim:                        M-W 5:30-7:00 p.m. F 6:30-8:00 p.m. S 1:00-2:00 p.m.
Weight Room: M-Thu 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-7:30 p.m. F 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-8:30 p.m.   
S 10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.                          

MEETINGS
AA Meetings: 
North Star Group Meeting. St. Philip’s Church. Tuesday: 7 p.m., Thursday: 8 p.m., Friday: 8 p.m.

The Way We Were 
In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the persons listed on

the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community Scholarship
Birthday Calendar.

Thursday, February 20: Zachary Dawson Lane, Zak Lane,
Mark Seimears, Jodie Guggenbickler, Mary Rooney, Jim Wen-
deroth. Friday, February 21: Paul Southland, Casey Crayne,
Liz Buness, Dale Maenhout, Randy Kalkins, Alexandrea
Kaer. Saturday, February 22: Cocoa Massin, Steve Anger-
man, Jim Maxand, Erika Bates, Merak Rooney, Sierra Wick-
man. Sunday, February 23: Anna Allen. Monday, February
24: Shanda Barlow, Andrea Irvine, Lisa Schultz, Anniversary:
Rob & Sharry Rooney, Emilie Turner, Elsie Hansen, Elsie Bai-
ley, Sean Rooney. Tuesday, February 25: Fiona Scambler,
Susan Wooden, Samantha DeBoer, Ryan Howe, Sharry
Rooney.  Wednesday, February 26: Roman Privett-Murphy,
Shari Moore, Sue Stevens, Stella Buness, Kathleen Harding,
Nathan Klinke. Thursday, February 27: Anniversary: Chuck
& Ava Hay, Tina Draper, Amber Hommel, Jacob Hammer. 

If you would like to add a birthday or anniversary at no
charge please call the Sentinel at 874-2301.

TIDES

Arrival times may vary. 
Call 874-2021 for verification or call 874-3711 

or Toll Free 800-642-0066 for recorded information.

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events

Senior Center 
Menu

Departures

FERRY

High Tides                Low Tides
AM PM AM                 PM

Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft Time Ft
February 20    10:44 16.2    11:45    14.4 04:37    4.5   05:25   -0.6
February 21    11:32    16.7      …         …     05:28    3.6   06:05   -1.1   
February 22    00:26    15.1   12:15     17.0    06:08    2.9   06:38   -1.3
February 23    01:01    15.6   12:52     17.0    06:43    2.4   07:08   -1.2
February 24    01:33    15.8   01:27     16.7    07:14    2.0   07:36   -0.9
February 25    02:02    15.8   01:59     16.3    07:44    1.8   08:02   -0.3
February 26    02:29    15.7   02:30     15.6    08:15    1.7   08:29    0.4 
February 27    02:55    15.5   03:01     14.7    08:46    1.8   08:57    1.2

Continuing Events

Wrangell
Weather

Daylight
Hours

Date           High            Low
Feb. 10 41             37
Feb. 11 41             37
Feb. 12 39             34
Feb. 13 38             34
Feb. 14 39             34
Feb. 15 40             36
Feb. 16 39             36
Feb. 17 41             36

Thursday, February 20
Beef Soup, Brussel Sprouts, Carrot Salad, Rice.

Friday, February 21
Pork Chop Suey, Broccoli, Danish Salad, Rice.

Monday, February 24
New England Clam Chowder, Tuna Sandwich, Slaw, Bread.

Tuesday, February 25
Chicken Fricassee, Peas, Fruit Cup, Biscuits.

Wednesday, February 26
Vegetable Beef Hash, Tomato Rockefeller, Biscuit, Salad.

Thursday, February 27
Chicken Rice Casserole, Broccoli, Spinach Salad.

Please call Wrangell Senior Center 
at 874-2066 by 10 a.m. for reservations.

Milk, tea and coffee will be served with meals.

Date      Sunrise    Sunset  Daylight
Feb.20 7:04a 5:01p   09:57h
Feb. 21 7:02a       5:03p   10:01h
Feb. 22 6:59a       5:05p   10:06h
Feb. 23 6:57a       5:07p   10:10h
Feb. 24 6:54a       5:09p   10:15h
Feb. 25 6:52a       5:12p   10:20h
Feb. 26 6:49a       5:14p   10:25h
Feb. 27 6:47a 5:16p  10:29h

Friday, March 6
Matanuska 05:15 p.m.
Sunday, March 8
Matanuska 09:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 11
Matanuska 10:45 a.m.
Friday, March 13
Matanuska 11:15 p.m.
Friday, March 20
Matanuska 07:15 p.m.

Sunday, March 8
Matanuska 07:15 a.m.
Tuesday, March 10
Matanuska 07:45 p.m.
Friday, March 13
Matanuska 08:00 a.m.
Monday, March 16
Matanuska 06:15 a.m.
Monday, March 23
Matanuska 07:45 a.m.

February 20 -February 27

February Sailing CANCELED

Northbound Southbound



JOBS
OFFICE HELP WANTED: The
Wrangell Sentinel is looking for
a computer savvy, customer
friendly worker. Must be able
to lift 25 pounds and have own
car. DOE. Please stop in the
Sentinel office to fill out a job
application or email resume to
wrgsent@gmail.com……tfn11-
21dh 

PROPERTY
FOR SALE:  Property at 1104
Peninsula Street Wrangell
(Sourdough Lodge). The land
and building only, some
furnishings, no business. The
property has been appraised at
$900,000.00. We are asking
$800,000.00 for the land and
building only. For information
call Bruce Harding at 907-305-
0108……..2x2-27b48

BOATS AND MARINE
IFQS AND FISHING
PERMITS, Alaskan Quota and
Permits LLC, 907-772-4000, 1-
888-347-4437……tfn1-3b15

SERVICES
COPIES: Black and white and
color copies up to 11x17. Send
us your files to print. The
Wrangell Sentinel, 205 Front St.
874-2301……tfndh

FAX SERVICES at the Sentinel.
Send or receive faxes. Fax
number 874-2303 ……tfndh

Page 10 -  February 20, 2020  WRANGELL SENTINEL

Classified/Legals



Page 4 -  February 20, 2020  WRANGELL SENTINEL

Letter to the Editor
Stedman should 
follow local consensus
and put ferries first
To the Editor:

As residents of the towns near the
proposed Kake Road, we firmly op-
pose it. The $40 million raised for this
“road to nowhere” should instead sup-
port the return of the Alaska Marine
Highway System to our coastal
Alaskan communities struggling with-
out ferry service. 

It is one thing to waste taxpayer
money on a project no one is asking for,
and another to do so while claiming
funding for vitally needed and popular
ferry services doesn’t exist. 

This proposal would cross the
rugged wilds of Kupreanof Island from
the village of Kake to a salt water land-
ing in Frederick Sound 12 miles from
Petersburg. Because Kake is on Kupre-
anof Island and Petersburg is on Mitkof
Island, the trip would still require a

boat.
A 2004 estimate for a gravel road

plus boat service to Petersburg was
$145 million plus half a million annu-
ally for maintenance. In 2016, the De-
partment of Transportation shelved the
project citing the state budget crisis.
Under Gov. Mike Dunleavy the project
has risen from the reckless spending
graveyard, with the state ironically
spending a million dollars or more on
the dead end project in 2019. 

The City of Kupreanof vehemently
opposes the road, a formal study of
Kake’s transportation options found
Kake’s public sentiment on the road
was mixed at best, and Petersburg res-
idents have continually spoken out on
record against the project. (While many
supported extending Southeast Alaska
Power Association infrastructure to
Kake, this project is unrelated to the
road being developed now.) 

A town of 3,000, Petersburg does
not offer the same retail services or
Alaska Native health facilities that

Kake residents regularly accessed in
Juneau or Sitka when ferries were run-
ning. As a candidate, Dunleavy
claimed he would support the ferries
that connect our coastal villages to
medical, commerce and student activi-
ties. But as governor he has instead
rudely dismantled the system, leaving
coastal residents literally stranded
when the last ship afloat needs repairs
or when flights are grounded due to
weather, including his own. 

In June 2019, Sen. Bert Stedman, R-
Sitka, told the press the Kake road
could have prevented a recent medevac
flight fatality. 

We understand that the Senator
doesn’t spend much time on Kupre-
anof Island, but those familiar with the
terrain find it hard to imagine bumping
Kake’s ambulance 40 miles down a dirt
road during an Alaskan winter only to
then have to transfer the patient on and
off a ferry and onto another ambulance
and to Petersburg’s hospital that rou-
tinely medevacs patients to larger facil-

ities itself. 
It is manipulative, at best, for Sted-

man to use a tragedy in a small village
to push a pet project and pork barrel
spending. 

By any stretch, it cannot be said that
there is consensus or broad popular
support in Petersburg, Kake or Kupre-
anof to build this road. 

However, there is unanimous 
consensus in our communities that re-
liable, dependable ferry service is cru-
cial to our economies and schools. We
call on Stedman and Dunleavy to stick
with the state’s fiscally prudent 2016
decision to put this project out to pas-
ture. We’re confident that local leaders
can find a way to shift the existing ap-
propriation to the Alaska Marine 
Highway System, where it might actu-
ally do some good for our communi-
ties. 

Joel Jackson, President, 
Organized Village of Kake 

Marlena Martin, Kupreanof 
resident

By Representative
Dan Ortiz

Each session, the Legislature’s biggest responsibility is to pass
a budget for the State of Alaska. The House Budget Subcommit-
tees - which examine the details of each department budget -
have finished their budget recommendations. I serve as Chair of
three budget subcommittees, and we submitted the following
budget actions to the House Finance Committee for further re-
view. 

The subcommittee for the Department of Environmental 
Conservation restored the Ocean Ranger program and protected
funding for commercial shellfish PSP testing. The subcommittee
for the Department of Fish and Game held fast against cuts to
the Division of Commercial Fisheries, the bulk of the 
Governor’s proposed decrements to this department. The 
subcommittee for the Department of Education and Early 
Development protected the Online with Libraries (OWL) video
conferencing program. I also hope we can delve into the 
loss of Pre-K funding in the House Finance Committee. 
Noteworthy actions from other subcommittees include: the 
Department of Administration allocated $1 million for public
broadcasting grants. Last year, all funds for public broadcasting,
totaling $2.7 million, were vetoed by the Governor. The 
University of Alaska subcommittee added $10.5 million for base
operations, such as employee compensation increases. The 
Department of Transportation subcommittee added $18.7 
million to AMHS to get our ferries up and running again. I’m
confident in the near term, the House will be able to pass an in-
crease to both the AMHS operation funding and vessel repair
funding. If the Senate agrees with those increases and the Gov-
ernor doesn’t use his veto power for AMHS funding, we should
be able to restore the schedule to the level it was prior to FY20
budget cuts, meaning significantly more service to all areas of
the service.

This week, the House Finance Committee will review the
budget and hear public testimony. The Wrangell LIO has a set
public testimony time of 7:00-8:00pm on Friday, February 21.
Communities without an LIO are scheduled for Saturday, 
February 22, from noon until 3pm. You can also email 
public testimony to housefinance@akleg.gov by Saturday at
5pm. More details can be found at www.akleg.gov. And as al-
ways, you can email me at Rep.Dan.Ortiz@AKLeg.gov or call
my office at 907-465-3824.

Dan’s Dispatch



Lost in the headlines about
the hits to seafood sales from the
Trump Administration’s trade
war with China is another inter-
national barrier with Russia
that’s been going on far longer.

In August of 2014 Russia
placed an embargo on all U.S.
food products to retaliate for
sanctions the U.S and other
Western countries imposed over
the invasion of Ukraine. The ban
included Alaska seafood, which
at the time accounted for more
than $61 million in annual sales
to Russia, primarily from pink
salmon roe.

But here’s the bigger hurt: For
the nearly six years that the em-
bargo has been in place, no cor-
responding limits have ever
been imposed on Russian
seafood coming into the US.

At first, Alaska seafood com-
panies and the Congressional
delegation made some “tit for
tat” noise about imposing a ban
on Russian seafood. But in fact,
the value of Russian imports has
grown nearly 70 percent since
2014 - and it all comes into the
U.S. almost entirely duty free.

A four page white paper from
the Alaska Seafood Marketing
Institute outlines the trade im-
balance further.

For example, the U.S. im-
ported $551 million of seafood
from Russia in 2018, plus $50
million of pollock from China
that was caught in Russia. U.S.
crab comprised 84 percent of the
value of Russian imports just in
that one year.

Through December 2019, the
numbers increased again – fed-
eral trade data show that more
than 80.2 million pounds of
Russian seafood entered the U.S.
valued at over $698 million. That
included nearly 16 million
pounds of red king crab valued
at $293 million and 4.6 million
pounds of frozen sockeye
salmon worth over $16.7 million.

Alaska and Russia harvest
many of the same fish and crab
species, and many Russian
seafood products compete in the
U.S. at much lower prices.

The trade report reveals how
ASMI worked aggressively to
build markets in Russia starting
in 2006, and steady growth
boosted Alaska pink salmon
prices from 2010 through 2013

which benefitted fishermen and
coastal communities.

The trade imbalance will only
get worse, the ASMI report said,
as Russia aims to nearly double
the value of its global seafood
exports by 2024 to over $8 bil-
lion.

Huge investments are under-
way to increase and modernize
capacity by building more than
20 new processing plants and 90
new fishing vessels by the year
2030. The plan also includes the
launch of a new marketing and
supply chain strategy called
“The Russian Fish.” 

Total investments by Russia
to its fishery sector between 2018
and 2025 are estimated at nearly
$7 billion.

Call for crew trainees - The
call is out for Alaskans 
interested in learning firsthand
about commercial fishing.

It’s the third year for
the Crew Training
Program hosted by the Alaska
Longline Fishermen’s Associa-
tion in Sitka. Over 213 have ap-
plied so far from all over the
country and 25 deckhands and

20 skippers have participated.
“It’s very exciting to see so

many young people interested
in entering the commercial fish-

ing industry. You always hear
about the graying of the fleet but
it shows that the interest is out
there. Young people just need

these resources to explore and
get involved,” said Tara Racine,
ALFA communications and pro-
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No limits imposed on Russian seafood coming into US despite
nearly six year embargo on seafood imported to Russia

Alaska Fish Factor By LAINE WELCH Fisheries columnist

Continued on page 9

Middle School Wrestlers 
Middle schoolers from Wrangell spent the latter part of last week in Juneau, taking part in the Southeast Alaska Middle School
wrestling championships. As a team, they came in fifth place with a total of 180 points. They were just behind Petersburg, in
fourth place. First place went to Floyd Dryden Middle School, of Juneau, the hosts of the championship. Of the 18 Wrangell
middle school students who wrestled last week, 10 made placement in their brackets.
Back Row: Coach Jack Carney, Vanessa Barnes, Lily Younce, Della Churchill, Mia Wiederspohn, Sean McDonald, Daniel
Harrison, Johnny Allen, Nate Rooney, Cody Barnes, Tank Martin, and Coach Lorne Cook. Front Row: Sawyer Rooney, Patton
Bania, Everett Meissner, Ben Hauser, Ian Nelson, Sierra Ely, Gavin Hunt, and Jackson Carney.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HEATHER HOLT
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By CALEB VIERKANT

Sentinel writer
Elizabeth Peratrovich Day

took place this past Sunday,
Feb. 16. Peratrovich was one of
Alaska’s better-known civil
rights activists. Born in Peters-
burg in 1911 and coming from
the Tlingit nation, she fought

for the rights of native
Alaskans. In 1945 she was in-
strumental in the passage of
the Anti-Discrimination Act by
the territorial legislature.

Fourth and fifth graders at
Evergreen Elementary put to-
gether an art display in recog-
nition of Peratrovich and her
work, which is currently on
display at the Nolan Center.
Students drew pictures of Per-
atrovich, her life, and the work
she did to help acquire equal
rights for all Alaskans. The
fifth grade students’ artwork
shows a timeline of Peratro-
vich’s life. The fifth graders
also mixed in technology with
their art. Attached to their pic-

tures are QR codes, which peo-
ple can scan with their smart-
phones to see a video of
students explaining their
drawing.

“We did the timeline,” said
fifth grader Everett Meissner.
“We drew all the pictures,
hanging them up on string,
and did a little caption below.”

Nolan Center Director Cyni
Crary said that there will be an
open house on Thursday, Feb.
20, at 1 p.m., to see the art-
work. People will also get a
chance to see a museum dis-
play of civil rights activism in
Alaska, she said, as well as a
design of the Elizabeth Pera-
trovich $1 coin.

Fourth and fifth grade students at Evergreen Elementary School recognized Elizabeth Peratrovich Day by putting together an artistic
timeline of the civil rights activist’s life, which is on display at the Nolan Center. Fifth grade students also recorded clips of themselves
talking about Peratrovich’s life and her work, which can be viewed by scanning QR codes attached to their drawings.
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Elizabeth Peratrovich Day, Sunday February 16, 2020 - The face of Alaska Native civil rights
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Elizabeth Peratrovich celebrated at Evergreen Elementary
Students of Evergreen Elementary School, and
Head Start, gathered together at the elemen-
tary school gym for a celebration of the annual
Elizabeth Peratrovich Day on Feb. 18 in
Alaska. As the holiday fell on a Sunday this
year, the celebration took place a few days af-
terwards.
The celebration featured songs and dances

from Wrangell’s JOM dance group, a song by
Head Start students, and speeches about who
Peratrovich was and why she was so important
to the civil rights movement in Alaska.
Pictured here is Sandy Churchill, first grand
vice president of the Alaska Native Sisterhood,
talking about Peratrovich and the new $1 coin
that will feature her image.
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