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Though Eagle River Repub-
lican Sen. Lora Reinbold made 
peace with legislative leader-
ship and wore a face mask for 
the Senate floor session on 
Monday, Wasilla Republican 
Rep. Christopher Kurka re-
moved his mask during the 
House floor session and was 
asked to leave the room. 

“Let’s end this charade,” 
Kurka said. “COVID-19 is here 
to stay. No measures we take 
are going to stop it, no matter 
how repressive a course, or un-
constitutional.” 

The freshman legislator ex-
pressed doubt that the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s support for wear-
ing masks is based on science. 

“What are we doing to our-
selves?” he said Monday, 
adding the comment “my body, 
my choice” as he spoke against 
the Legislature’s face-mask 
rule. He called the requirement 
a “coercion of evil.” 

Kurka won election with al-
most 74% of the vote in the 
heavily Republican district in 
November. 

He took off his face mask 
after finishing his remarks. 
House Speaker Louise Stutes, 
of Kodiak, asked Kurka to put 
his mask back on. 

“Would you prefer I leave?” 
he asked. 

“If you don’t want to put 
your mask on, then yes, I 

would prefer that you leave,” 
Stutes said. 

Kurka left the House cham-
ber, then wore a mask in com-
mittee and subcommittee 
meetings later in the day. 

Legislative rules during the 
COVID-19 pandemic require 
everyone in the Capitol to wear 
a face mask while in meeting 
rooms and the hallways. Law-
makers and staff may remove 
their masks while in their pri-
vate offices. 

Kurka’s speech and demon-
stration against the mask rule 
came less than 30 minutes be-
fore Reinbold entered the Sen-
ate floor session wearing a face 
covering that fulfilled the rules 
after fighting the requirement 
all session. 

Her Senate colleagues voted 
18-1 on March 10 for leadership 
to enforce COVID-19 safety 
policies on members “until 
they are fully compliant.” The 
action came 51 days into the 
legislative session, throughout 
which Reinbold had worn a 
partial, clear plastic face shield 
that legislative leaders said ran 
afoul of masking rules. 

Senate Rules Chair Gary 
Stevens, a Kodiak Republican, 
said Reinbold also was not fol-
lowing testing protocols or sub-
mitting to temperature checks 
and questions that are standard 
for admittance to the building. 
“Inordinate” amounts of time 
have been spent “trying to rea-
son” with her, he said. 

In addition to face masks, 
legislators and staff are re-
quired to take a COVID-19 test 
about twice a week to gain ac-
cess to the building. Reinbold 
has declined to take the tests. 

She said on social media that 
her actions “are to protect my 
constitutional rights, including 
civil liberties and those who I 
represent, even under immense 
pressure and public scrutiny.” 

Senate President Peter Mic-
ciche told reporters after the 
Senate vote on March 10 that 
the issue gained importance 
and urgency following 
COVID-19 cases in the Capitol. 
One of his staffers was hospi-
talized last week with the ill-
ness. 

Micciche said the Legisla-
ture needs to ensure it can get 
its work done, and staff had 
raised safety concerns. 

“We have a zero tolerance at 
this point for anyone unwilling 
to observe those rules,” the Sol-
dotna Republican said. 

Reinbold on social media 
called the rules “controversial 
and arbitrarily applied.” 

On Monday, however, she 
abandoned her partial face 
shield that did not meet legisla-
tive rules and instead wore a 
full plastic shield that covered 
her nose and down to the bot-
tom of her face. Leadership de-
termined the new covering 
complied with the rules. 

She was allowed to sit at her 
desk on the Senate floor during 

the session for the first time 
since last week when she was 
banned from the floor and 
committee meetings. 

Reinbold, who has criticized 
the state’s pandemic response 
as excessive, also has been at 
odds with Gov. Mike Dun-
leavy, who has accused her of 
misrepresenting the state’s 
COVID-19 response and has 
refused to send members of his 
administration to testify before 
her committee. The senator has 
called his accusations baseless 
and has continued to criticize 
government responses to the 
pandemic. 

FOR SALE 
Reliance Harbor tidelands Lot 
24, Block 7A, approximately 
8,136 square feet.  Details at 
radonservices@hotmail.com. 
(4x3-18p18) 
 

FOR RENT 
3-BEDROOM, 1½-bath 
townhouse in Wrangell, quiet 
neighborhood.  $1,200 per 
month plus tax, 1-year lease. 
Call 907-738-6639. (tfn2-4b22) 
 

HELP WANTED 
JOHNSON’S BUILDING 
SUPPLY is looking for a part-

time yard employee to help 
with customers, freight and 
deliveries. Work schedule: 
Tuesday through Saturday. 
Pay DOE. Application can be 
picked up at Johnson’s 
Building Supply. (tfn2-11b36 ) 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
The Petersburg School District is seeking quotes from licensed 

providers for itinerant special education-related services in the  
following areas:  Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, Physical 
Therapy, and Educational Psychology. These services include 
screening, evaluation, direct service contact, collaboration, and 
training for the 2021-2022 school year. Contract specifications are 
posted on the school district website at www.pcsd.us and are  
available at the School District Office, 201 Charles W. Street,  
Petersburg, AK 99833. Contact Mara Lutomski at exec@pcsd.us 
or (877) 526-7656 ext 100 for additional information. Quotes are 
due by 4:00 pm on Friday, April 2, 2021.   
Published: March 18, 25 and April 1, 2021.

PUBLIC HEARING PUBLIC NOTICE 
for Tuesday, March 23, 2021 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL  
 

During the Regular Borough Assembly meeting, there will be a 
PUBLIC HEARING on the following item(s): 
 

a. ORDINANCE No. 990 AN ORDINANCE OF THE  
ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF  
WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING SECTION 16.08, 
TIDELAND LEASES, OF THE WRANGELL  
MUNICIPAL CODE 

 
If a Work Session is scheduled, the Regular Borough Assembly 

meeting will follow the Work Session at 7:00 p.m. If there is no 
Work Session, the Regular Borough Assembly meeting will begin 
at 6:00 p.m. A separate Public Notice will be posted if a Work  
Session is scheduled.  

 
Emergency Resolution No. 02-21-1564 allows for a modified 

plan for in-person meetings. Please contact the Borough Clerk to 
obtain a copy of the Resolution and Mitigation Plan. Public 
Members are highly encouraged to attend the meeting by Zoom 
Teleconference.  

 
For specific requirements, please contact the Borough Clerk so 

that she may send those to you.  
 
For PERSONS TO BE HEARD: Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 

will maintain a Persons to be Heard Sign-up Sheet for person who 
are In-Person or attending by Zoom Teleconference. If you would 
like to speak In-Person or by Zoom Teleconference at the meeting, 
please contact Kim Lane, Borough Clerk at 907-874-2381 or email 
clerk@wrangell.com so that you can be added to the list of Persons 
to be Heard. 
 
To participate by Zoom, here is the log-in information.  
 

To Join by Computer:  
https://zoom.us/j/9078742381?pwd=MTNqSEdncjRyakh2U

CtMVUNxMndYUT09 
And Enter the Meeting ID: 907 874 2381 

Then Enter Password: 99929 
Kim Lane, MMC 

City & Borough of Wrangell 
Publish: March 18, 2021 

City & Borough of Wrangell 
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

Non-Motorized Transportation System Design 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City and Borough 
of Wrangell, Alaska is seeking Statements of Qualifications 
from experienced engineering firms for the Non-Motorized 
Transportation System Design project.  The engineering firm 
will provide engineering design and permitting for a connector 
trail project.  The full Request for Qualifications solicitation 
may be obtained at the Borough Clerk’s Office, 205 Brueger 
Street, Wrangell, Alaska 99929, and it may also be downloaded 
from the City and Borough of Wrangell’s website 
(www.wrangell.com) under the Bids  and  RFPs section.   
Statements of Qualifications are due in the office of the  
Borough Clerk by 2:00 PM prevailing time on March 22, 2021.  

 
CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 

Lisa Von Bargen, Borough Manager 
Publish: February 25, March 4, 11 and 18, 2021

CLASSIFIED Eagle River, Wasilla 
lawmakers resist 
Legislature’s rule 
requiring face masks

State Sen. Lora Reinbold, who has objected all year to the Legislature’s policy requiring face masks 
in the Capitol and to the governor’s response to the pandemic, held a news conference outside the 
Senate chambers in Juneau on March 4. Reinbold said she wants an apology from Gov. Mike Dun-
leavy after he sent her a letter last month accusing her of misrepresenting the state’s COVID-19 re-
sponse.
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State sells fast ferries  
to Spanish operator

By LARRY PERSILY 
Sentinel writer 

After spending almost $1.1 million to keep the vessels out of 
service to save money and safely tied up the past several years, 
the state last week sold its two fast ferries — built at a combined 
cost of $68 million less than 20 years ago — for just over $5 mil-
lion. 

Mediterranean-based catamaran operator Trasmapi had of-
fered about $4.6 million for the Fairweather and Chenega. The 
company serves the Spanish island of Ibiza, about 70 miles off the 
coast. The state was able to negotiate the final price to $5,174,444. 

The price for two never-used spare diesel engines for the ships 
is being negotiated separately, said Sam Dapcevich, spokesman 
for the Alaska Department of Transportation. 

Trasmapi was the only bidder for the 235-foot-long ships. The 
company runs a fleet between the Spanish mainland and Ibiza, a 
top destination for European vacationers. 

The state had asked a minimum bid of $10 million. 
The sale proceeds will be transferred into the state’s vessel con-

struction fund, an account used for future Alaska Marine High-
way System ship maintenance and construction. The deal closed 
March 10. 

“Selling the fast ferries is a move to right-size the fleet and lets 
AMHS redirect funds used for their storage to operations. This 
moves us toward our goal of a more sustainable and affordable 
level of service for Alaskans,” Transportation Commissioner John 
MacKinnon said in a prepared statement.  

The Fairweather and Chenega have been tied up at Ward Cove 
in Ketchikan the past few years, at an estimated total cost of $1.1 
million through this fiscal year for shore power, security and 
moorage fees, according to a department presentation to the Sen-
ate Finance Committee transportation budget subcommittee on 
March 3. 

The ships, which traveled about twice as fast as the rest of the 
state ferry fleet, were popular with passengers. But they struggled 
to perform in rough seas and burned a lot more fuel. The ships, 
each powered by four diesel engines, burned through about 600 
hours of fuel an hour, according to the Alaska Marine Highway 
System website. That’s more than double the consumption rate of 
the Matanuska, which can carry more than twice as many passen-
gers and vehicles as the smaller ferries. 

A heavy-lift vessel is expected to pick up the ships and take 
them to Spain via the Panama Canal this month, Dapcevich said. 


